Campbell’'s
Bay, Litchfield
seek water
resolution

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter
LITCHFIELD ¢ The Campbell's Bay potable
water saga continues following a recent
declaration by Litchfield restating their
denial of the use of their land for use for
Campbell’'s Bay's potable water project.

For four years, Campbell's Bay has
been working on acquiring a source of
clean drinking water for their residents
following government regulations ban-
ning the use of river water.

- However, the property in Litchfield cho-
sen for Campbell's Bay by provincial offi-
cials, an engineer and a hydrogeologist,
has been summarily rejected by the
Municipality of Litchfield.

“We are fighting for our people,” said
Litchfield Mayor Mike McCrank.

McCrank said Litchfield farmers have
concerns over the Campbell's Bay water
project and its effect on the agricultural
community.

“(The provincial government) might
overturn us but if they do they're going to
have to deal with angry farmers who
could lose their livelihoods.”

Litchfield's concerns include the
restrictions on what can be placed in the
ground within 4,000 metres of the well in
a north-south direction and 1,500 metres
in an east-west direction. They are also
worried about the stricter regulations
that could potentially be placed on farm-
ers in the area if a contamination of the
well ever occurred.

“We don't know what the restrictions
are, they haven't told us,” said McCrank.

“We want guarantees that farming life
will not be interrupted.”

Farmer Keith Racine lives in
Campbell's Bay but holds his approxi-
mately 100 cull cows on a property in
Litchfield about 1,000 metres away from
the proposed well site.

He is opposed to the project.
“If there's a problem in the future

they're going to blame farmers,” said
Racine.

“If there was any sort of a problem with
my operation as a result of this project I
want to be compensated so I asked
(Campbell's Bay) for compensation and
they said ‘'no’. If there’s never going to be
a problem with the well as they keep say-
ing, then they shouldn't have a problem
with agreeing to compensate me if some-

thing went wrong.”
Please see WATER page 2

Flying Elbows
hit ice tomorrow

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

SHAWVILLE ¢ The seventh annual Flying
Elbows Men's Hockey Tournament is
rearing and ready to go tomorrow night
beginning at 6 p.m. at the arena in
Shawville.

. The tournament, which grows bigger
each year, is raising funds all weekend
long for the palliative care unit at the hos-
pital in Shawville.

- A highlight of the weekend will be the
the Bob Findlay Memorial Charity Game
Eriday night where the home team Flying
Elbows will meet the Mingo-McEwen
Fund coming from Montreal, which will
also include players from Florida.

“I want to challenge the town of
Shawville to get in that rink Friday night
and support a good cause,” said Bob
McEwen, who is bringing a bus load of 50
supporters from Montreal for the tourna-
ment. “We come to the charity game each
year and are always taken aback by the
hospitality.”

Also joining the Mingo-McEwen side
will be former NHLer, PJ Stock, who spent
most of his career as a bruiser for the
Boston Bruins.

“We're bringing him along for protec-
tion,” said McEwen.

Please see ELBOWS page 2
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PONTIAC ¢ After years of delay, the recreation-
al trail connecting the Pontiac to Gatineau is in
the final stages of planning, and construction is
set to begin later this year.

At their monthly meeting on March 14,
Municipality of Pontiac council voted in favour
of beginning work on the first leg of the project,
connecting Wyman to Quyon.

The initial portion of the trail will cost
between $200,000 and $300,000 according to
estimations received by the municipality.
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‘It's another issue that's been dragging on.
[t's time to settle it,” said Municipality of
Pontiac Mayor Eddie McCann.

McCann said he hopes to have the entire cor-
ridor completed by the end of his mandate in
2009,

The corridor will connect with the rest of the
Pontiac Pacific Junction Trail in Bristol on one
end and Aylmer on the other end, creating a
long sought-after link between the Pontiac
region and the city of Gatineau.

The trail would be recreational, encouraging
walkers, cyclists and, as council is hoping,
tourists.

Clock strikes midn

-

BY WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE ¢ The Pontiacs Junior ‘B’ miracu-
lous playoff run that led the team to the second
Valley division title in team history ended with
an unceremonious thud this past week.

The Metro division champion Ottawa West
Golden Knights swept the Pontiacs in four
straight games, outscoring the Shawville-based
side 20-4 in the process.

The Knights finished the job in game four on
Monday night with a strong 7-1 victory over the
Pontiacs in Ottawa.

Weak third periods proved the ultimate
undoing for the Pontiacs, who gave up eight
third period goals through the first three
games, scoring none of their own.

At times Shawville's skaters appeared tired
and were outworked, perhaps showing the
effects of three straight, competitive playoff
series won by the Pontiacs.

Going into the series with Ottawa West, the
Pontiacs had played a total of 20 playoff games,
compared with only 10 for the Knights.

“We're having difficulties in the third,” said
Head Coach Pierre Lagace following game
three's performance in which the Pontiacs gave
up three third-period goals.

“We've had a lot of series, I don't know if the
guys are tired. It could be more mental fatigue
than physical fatigue.”

The Pontiacs lost game three at home 4-0,
fell 5-2 in game two, also at home and dropped
game one on the road by a 4-1 margin.

Ottawa West is a highly-skilled hockey club
that often managed to match and supercede
Shawville’s pace on the ice. Pontiacs captain
and leading scorer, Jordan MacDougall, had
trouble using his usually lethal speed to create
chances, managing only one goal in the series
in the first three games.

The Pontiacs’ were also without wingers Max
Rusenstrom and Yancey Thusky for large por-
tions of the series. They were both out with
shoulder injuries, Rusenstrom’s collected fol-
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Fred’s owner, Odie Godin of Chapeau, received such
an overwhelming response from the community upon
her announcement of closing Fred’s dining room that
she has decided to complete the renovations required

by the province to meet the fire code.

Since |
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“We think it will be well used,” said McCann.

By the time it's completed, the trail will cost
between $3.5 to $4 million, depending on the
path council chooses to use for the rest of the
trail.

A combination of loans and grants will be
used to fund the project.

“This is something we need,” said McCann.

The initial portion of the trail will use only
municipal roads, travelling east on MacKechnie
Road to Hwy. 148, then following Clarendon
Street into and through Quyon before meeting
with Hwy. 148 again. It will lead to Russell
Street on the Hwy. 148, though it's not yet

ight on Pontiacs

Wednesday, March 29, 2006
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- Pontiac finalizes plans for first leg of recreational corridor

decided whether it will stop at the intersection
there or travel south onto Russell.

This first portion of the corridor will require
no land expropriation, the single most debated
point of the trail since initial discussions in
1992,

Using the now defunct CPrail line was
deemed most logical and preferred early by
council, but many local residents opposed that
proposal because the expropriation of some
landowners’ property would have been
required, and the trail would have divided some
landowners' property.

Please see TRAIL page 2
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Ottawa West’s Todd Fox avoids Pontiacs’ forward Alex Taschereau’s stick in manoeuvering towards the Pontiacs’ goal dur-
ing game three on Friday night in Shawville. The Pontiacs fell 3-0 in the game and dropped the series in four straight.

lowing a boarding hit by Corey Oliver in game
one.

With the quick sweep, the Pontiacs now
receive a much-needed two-week break before
playing game one of the Dodge Cup on April 13,
hosting 13 of Quebec's best Junior ‘B’ hockey
teams for the event.

The Pontiacs' first game is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 13th at 9 p.m.  against a

WILBUR MCLEAN
Equity Reporter

Chapeau open after all.

provincial fire standards.

to close instead.

it used to be,” said Godin.

tion.

port from the community."

for Easter.

called simply, Chapeau.
- Please see FRED'S page 2
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Saguenay Lac St-Jean region team, who has vet

to be determined.
The tournament follows a modified knockout

format, wherein each team is guaranteed three
games. The first two games serve the purposes
of seeding and teams play a third game regard-
less of whether they win those first two games.
However, following the first two games, the
tournament reverts to a true knockout format

Fred’s stays open after all

CHAPEAU ¢ After receiving emotional pleas from the community, owner Odie
Godin has decided to keep the dining room of Fred's famous restaurant in

Government regulations had dictated significant renovations would have to
be made to the dining room because the panelling on the wall did not meet

Rather than foot the bill to reinforce the panelling, Godin decided last month
‘I didn’t mind losing money on the dining room but business just wasn't what

“The cost to make the changes just didn't seem worth it and it would have

changed the look of the dining room.”
However, after announcing her intentions to close the dining room and keep

only the bar open, a groundswell of support for the establishment erupted.
Godin received a slew of phone calls and visitors who encouraged a resolu-

Eventually, the popular landmark received a reprieve.
"People changed my mind for me,” said Godin. “There’s been so much sup-

Godin negotiated with provincial inspectors to instead cover the wall with a
clear, flame-retardant varnish that would satisfy the fire safety requirements

while maintaining the desired ambience of the room.
The dining room still closed on March 18, but only temporarily while the

required renovations — which also include replacing a number of doors and
moving walls to open up the tavern — are completed.
Godin hopes the business will be re-opened to serve its famous steaks in time

That does not mean, however, that Fred's should be taken for granted.
“Use it or lose it, sometimes people forget that,” said Godin. “People think that

just because it's been here for so long that it's always going to be here.”
Situated on the north wall of the bar portion of Fred's is an uncredited song
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Canaxdath

and any loss automatically eliminates an entry.
In all, six games will be required for a team to
win the tournament, which concludes on
Sunday, April 16th at 6 p.m.

All but three tournament games will take
place at Shawville Arena. Scheduling con-
straints resulted in two second round games
and one quarterfinal game being moved to
Robinson Arena in Gatineau.

Snowmobiler
airlifted to hospital

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

RAPIDES DES JOACHIMS ¢ A man injured while
snowmobiling in the bush north of Rapides des
Joachims was airlifted to safety Thursday.

A 32-year-old Pembroke man, snowmobiling
with a group of 10 snowmobilers, injured his
back severely after his machine caught in a
snow drift and threw him off.

The group was travelling north from Rapides
des Joachims when the accident occurred at
about 55 kilometres north of the village near
Lac Dix Milles.

Pontiac MRC Sureté du Québec said the
accident took place at about 1 p.m. and two
members of the group went looking for help. At
2:30 p.m. they reached an outfitter were they
were able to call for help.

“There was no road access where they were,”
said SQ spokesperson Mélanie Larouche.

Once the Campbell's Bay detachment got the
call, a rescue team was sent out on snowmobile
with the aid of a local game warden. The team
attempted to find the group and bring back the
injured man on a sled.

Meanwhile, a helicopter was sent out from
Montreal and the Ontario side.

“In the end he was airlifted by a military heli-
copter to the hospital in Pembroke,” said
Larouche.

The man was finally airlifted to safety by
9:30 p.m.
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John Paul Il governing board recommends

Wednesday, March 29, 2006

establishing school boundaries

Motion would prevent Campbell’s Bay area students
from attending Shawville schools

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

CAMPBELLS BAY ¢ The gov-
erning board of John Paul II
school in Campbell's Bay
made a motion to recom-
mend the Western Quebec
School Board establish
boundaries in its strategic
plan.

The motion, which specifi-
cally asks to keep the school
open to kindergarten to
Grade 11 instead of closing
to youth-sector students,
came from a unanimous
decision made at a governing
board meeting March 22
where parents, teachers and
community members
attended.

The meeting, held in the
cafeteria of JPII, was open
for questions directed at
area school board commis-
sioner Sophie Ringrose and
JPII principal Ken Whicher.

“We should set up bound-
aries,” said teacher Bill
Kearnan.

“Let’s go forward so that

Holly Dunn, a Grade 7
student at John Paul |
school in Campbell's
Bay, has started a
penny drive to help the
school out with
expenses. Her penny
jar labelled “Save Our
School” rests in the
school cafeteria.

Water: Still

Continued from page 1

Vincent Mlakar, the
hydrogeologist for the pro-
ject, insists the well and its
surrounding area will be
safe.

The well will use a clay
base with a number of lay-
ers and will be water-tight.

“The contamination
chances are minimal,” said
Mlakar.

“Regular  agricultural
farming will not be affected
by the project.”

McCrank said Campbell's
Bay has had no contact with
Litchfield since the press
release was made public a
few weeks ago.

“We have not heard from
them,” said McCrank, who

our children come to JPII
high. Next year let's make
sure kids from Grade 6 come
here.”

The motion also men-
tioned that the governing
board would like to be able
to discuss where these new
boundaries would lie.

Kearnan said a major
problem currently is the
number of elementary-aged
students from the
Campbell's Bay catchment
area that attend Dr. S.E.

McDowell Elementary
School in Shawville.
‘It's not fair — it's

favouritism, there are
boundaries already,” said
Kevin Kluke.

“Students can't come from
Quyon, but there is a bus
from Chapeau that goes to
Shawville.”

Many at the meeting
agreed that if the village lost
its school, it wouldn't be long
before it lost other integral
services.

“If we lose the school, we'll
lose our bank and lose our
community,” said Kearnan.

Campbell's Bay Mayor
Jean-Louis Auger said coun-
cil has stated it would like
the school board to rethink
closing.

‘It starts with the school,
then the bank — it's a
vicious circle,” said Auger.
“Campbell's Bay council is
all for keeping the school
open.”

Parents questioned why
the letter offering Grade 6
students high school pro-
grams at JPII didn't look as
professional as Pontiac High
School’s. The core subjects
that are offered in
Campbell's Bay are the same
as in Shawville except that
Campbell's Bay does not
have a music program. But
those at the meeting said the
presentation of options
between the two schools may
create an unfair advantage
for Shawville.

“I called Mike Dawson

saying I felt the letter sent
out was not fair and it
looked as if we were working
against ourselves,” said
Ringrose.

The letter was sent out
March 17 to parents.

Parents suggested that in
the meantime the school
fundraise to cover needed
expenses.

“We welcome these initia-
tives,” said Whicher. “It does
require volunteers willing to
put time into it.”

The motion made by the
governing board will be for-
warded to school board
director-general Mike
Dawson and the school
board’s Planning and Review
Committee who will by June
27 vote on a reorganizational
plan for JPIl and other
English-language Pontiac
schools.

Even with boundaries,
JPII may find that students
will apply to attend PHS.

Dawson said that if
enough students from the
Campbell's Bay area opted to
go to Shawville that the
board’s Transportation
Committee would have con-
sider, and then make recom-
mendations to the board for
a decision on whether the
board would still provide bus
service.

“They would have to weigh
logistical issues like sched-
ules, numbers, etc., plus of
course potential cost,” said
Dawson.

“Also thought would have
to. be given to what seems a
contradiction — the idea of
setting up a boundary to
encourage people to attend
their home school, and then
provide transportation else-
where — the board would
have to weigh also the notion
of precedent,

“If you do this in one
place, would it be right to
deny it elsewhere?”

The reorganization of

schools in the area is due to
decreasing enrolment rates.

Patti Normandeau of the John Paul Il school

school at a meeting March 22.

The number of students
attending a school deter-
mines how much govern-
ment funding a school
receives.

The WQSB held its first
consultation meeting with
the public on its reorganiza-
tion in February. Six options
were put forward by the
Planning and Review
Committee.

The school board said it
would welcome suggestions
before the issue goes to vote
in June by its 21 commis-
sioners.

Proposed options include
keeping the school status
quo, establishing boundaries
to increase enrolment or
closing JPII to youth-sector
students and wusing the
building for continuing edu-
cation.

In a school rating, JPII
ranked eight out of 10,"%0
being the most economjcaly
disadvantaged.

no resolution for Campbell’s Bay

Litchfield is not opposed to
hosting Campbell's Bay
potable water, but just
wants guarantees that
nothing will go wrong for

tchfield’s farming commu-
nity.

“We just want to make
sure it's a win-win situa-
tion.”

Project Engineer Bruce
Tremblay of Roche
Engineering conducted a
number of the tests for the
project. He said Litchfield
has nothing to worry about.

“Farmers should not be
concerned as long as they
respect the laws themselves
in regards to herbicides and
pesticides,” said Tremblay.

“If farmers continue to do

should, there should not be
any concern of contamina-
tion to the ground.”

The process has been try-
ing for the Municipality of
Campbell's Bay.

“We just can't seem to
move forward on the pro-
ject,” said Colleen Lariviere,
secretary/treasurer of
Campbell's Bay. Lariviere
was also quick to point out
that the two municipalities
are not feuding.

“We're doing what we feel
is best for the municipality
and Litchfield is proceeding
in the same manner. There
are no hard feelings.”

Campbell's Bay Mayor
Jean-Louis Auger said the
municipality is now waiting

Environment to be advised
of their next move.

‘It's a very tricky situa-
tion at the moment. It's out
of our hands,” said Auger.

There is currently no
timeline for the completion
of the project.

By law, Campbell's Bay is
entitled to go up to 48 kilo-
metres out of their munici-
pality to retrieve clean
drinking water if there is no
suitable site within their
own municipality, which is
the case.

Expropriation of the land
is a possibility, though that
would be a long and tedious
process involving the
courts. In all, the project
will cost an estimated $1.8

A second consultation planned meeting for tonight

meeting will be held in April.
The governing board has a

to prepare for the next con-
sultation.

Fred’s: Not
closing after all

Continued from page 1

“And perhaps you will be
looking/For a place to
spend the night/Or maybe
taste a glass of ale/And
have yourself a bite/Well,
Fred Meilleur will greet
you/He's a perfect host to
know/When it comes to
good home
cooking/Brother, that's the
place to go”

The village of Chapeau is
synonymous with Fred's,
arguably the most famous
restaurant in the Ottawa

Valley.
According to Godin,
Fred's has previously

played host to Jean
Chretien's parents, Bobby
Orr and “The Rocket”
Maurice Richard.

“It's special, it's a land-
mark.”

The walls of Fred's are
adorned with old pho-
tographs of the building, its
guests and the raucous
affairs it's hosted.

First built in the late
1800s, Fred purchased the
place in 1953 and even
though it was officially
called “Chapeau Hotel",
everybody knew it as
“Fred's” and, just like the
song said, Meilleur was
always there to greet visi-
tors.

Three years ago Odin
bought the hotel from
Meilleur, after 27 years of
working for him and had

to “Fred's”.

She still remembers her
first night of work.

“It was New Year's Eve in
1975, and back then New
Year's parties were huge
here, the biggest night of
the year,” said Godin, who
was the first woman to ever
be employed to work at
Fred's.

“He figured if I was able
to get through that night,
that 1 was good enough to
work for him.”

She was so good that
she’s still there today, now
as owner.

Meilleur still frequents
the establishment regularly
and, despite being well into
his senior years, he rattles
off important dates and
events of Fred's with ease.

“Don’t ever get him mad
at you, because he'll
remember everything that
happened and the date,
too,” joked Godin.

With the dining room
stripped bare for coming
renovations, the restaurant
has little of the panache it
regularly carries, but Godin
does not mind, knowing it's
only temporary.

A few weeks from now,
the restaurant will reopen,
inevitably producing more
memories to the already
long legacy of Fred's.

And rest assured, for
people across the Ottawa
Valley, it will still be the

Elbows:
raising
money for
charity

Continued from page 1

This will be the fourth |
year the charity game will ’
run, having raised close to ;
$13,000 for the Hospital |
Foundation in its past itera-
tions.

The Mingo-McEwen team
is led by captain Brent
Mingo, 21, who was exposed
at birth to bacterial menin-
gitis and endured three
brain operations before the
age of 31 days.

The weekend will feature

— —
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' Leah Miller, THE EQUITY
governing board makes an emotional plea to save the

games between 28 teams in
three divisions.

A new edition to the tour-
nament is a Shawville
MAGH developmental hock-
ey team hosting a team from
Florida Friday night at 7
p.m.

The puck drops for the 7}
Charity Game 8 p.m. Friday |
at the arena and will also
feature the Great Shawville
Shootout, an RBC Toonie
Toss, door prizes and a
50/50 draw.

Scheduling, tickets and
more tournament informa-
tion can be found at
www.flyingelbows.ca or by

calling 647-3149.
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“Happy 40™
Birthday, Jill”

it is all downhill t
from here

“KIDDO”

Love Mark, Tyler, Shelby,
Mom and “Older” sis Joy. |

SURPRISE
Birthday Party |

for

Paul Cameron

on April 1, 2006
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
-at Rafter’s Bar.
Come and help us

celebrate his BIG 50!

Hpril 8, 2006 from 2 pm ts 4 pon
al the home of ken ) |

the name formally changed - place to go Happy 34th

Birthday Kirk

and congratulations

still firmly asserts that their business as they to hear from the Minister of million.
on your

Irall: first leg to extend to Quyon by 2007 e il

It is now most likely that Rail, under conditions that imately $130,000 for 80 per the CPTAQ's request and in the

said Middlemiss.
consult with the surround-
Armed Forces

Continued from page 1
The municipality has the corridor will utilize a CRDO would contribute 60 cent of the land.

Land expropriation may
still have to occur to com-
plete the rest of the project.
Council has yet to decide
exactly how the remainder of

formed a 20-person commit-
tee to oversee the completion

of the trail, with representa-
tives from council, the

combination of the three
options set forth by the con-

sultants.
“I prefer it just gets done

to 80 per cent of the final
purchase price. That left the

municipality paying 20 to 40

per cent (a maximum of

On Mar. 6, 1998, Friends
of the Pontiac Trail, a com-
mittee of people in support of
the recreational trail, met

ing municipalities and the
MRC to get their views and

opinions.
The motion to oppose

(Navy).
Kirk is stationed in
Esquimalt, B.C. and has

the trail from Quyon to Agricultural Producers  in a fashion beneficial to the $95,000) of the purchase with the minister responsi- CPTAQ passed on May 27, just returned from an

Aylmer will be negotiated. Union (UPA), the MRC des community,” said Ken Fisher price. ble for the Outaouais, who 1998 by the MoP. A freeze . . Petty Officer First Class
Council voted five to one Collines Local Development when asked which option he ~ On Sep. 18, 1995, the agreed to support the acqui- was put on the rail bed until assignment in Ha\.vail. Kirk Peck  Diana

in favour of the project as it Centre (CLD) and other preferred. decision was finalized that sition of funds necessary for a decision could be made. Love, Mom, family “;n q :;e :::: l?ercy)

stood, with Ward 6 council-
lor, Brian Middlemiss, pro-

interest groups.
Following the early oppo-

Fisher is the former co-
ordinator of Friends of the

CRDO would pay 60 per cent
of the costs. The approxi-
mate cost for MoP would be

the purchase and develop-
ment of the trail.
On Apr. 14, 1998, MoP

and friends

viding the only opposition. sition to the project, the Pontiac Trail, a now defunct
Ward 5  Councillor municipality commissioned group of citizens who sup- $10,000. resolved they would take two - >
Raymond Gougeon was a professional consulting ported the creation of the Former mayor of MoP years to expropriate specific v 7}1’( - > % o

absent from the meeting.
Middlemiss is not opposed

firm in 2005 to investigate
options for producing the

trail.
“The recreational corridor

Marcel Lavigne — who was
overtly opposed to using the

land for the trail.
Later, a land surveyor set
out to prepare a general plan

RENFREW NUTRITION STORE ™'

to the project itself, rather he trail and its estimated costs. has to be there.” railway for the project —
Is against the segmenting of  Based on the study, the A turbulent trail history convinced council to oppose of land that needed to be PRESENTS THEIR
planning. municipality originally The debate on the trail the expropriations. He was expropriated for the trail. ST
“There are no guarantees favoured option one, which began on Canada’'s 125th part of a group of residents Two weeks later, the 1" ANNUAL SPRING HEALTH FAIR |
that it’s going to continue on was to use the former rail- birthday in 1992 when the interested in purchasing Commission de protection g Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. S

after the first part,” said
Middlemiss.

way at a cost of $3.7 million.
That cost was less' than

Trans Canada Trail
Foundation proposed to link

part of the rail line to block
the corridor.

du territoire agricole du
Québec (CPTAQ), sent a let-
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“If you don’t have all the the estimates for the other Canada by a “shared use” And so the offer was ter to the municipality indi- - A
funds first and don't know two favoured options, which recreational trail crossing turned down. cating that unless chal- = o o =
where it's going to go, then were to use municipal roads Canada from the Atlantic to In September 1997, with lenged by May 21, 1998 it Bija C! FR| EIOE' iAan;Ens Ju:.E‘NvonlpﬁggggTs ':RAE'OE‘ e'?:‘mi Stevi by
how long will it take? You ($3.9 million) or to designate the Pacific and north to the Lavigne abstaining from vot- would take away the  angost : ’ Styles; : -
don't want it to take 30 a municipal road for the trail Arctic Ocean. ing due to his conflict of acquired rights of the rail- Somethlng for every body :‘
years.” ($5.5 million). On Sep. 11, 1995, the interest, a unanimous vote way line and give the farm- DE § Fat Analvsis: Reiki: . : 4

Middlemiss believes that In mid-2005, however, the Municipality of Pontiac by the MoP voted in favour of ers permission to divide up xzs My- Tarot Cm'd,lleai(kl‘il,lR?ne o X

expropriating land from the corridor. The letter Massage; gs; Angels ]

without guarantees the trail
would reach Gatineau in a
timely fashion, the plan is
flawed.

‘It doesn't make sense.”

municipality handed much
of the corridor project to the
CLD for MRC des Collines,
because of the regional
nature of the project.

resolved that a negotiating
committee would collaborate
with the Outaouais Regional
Development Council
(CRDO) to negotiate with CP

farmers who owned pieces of
the former CP Rail corridor.
The purchase price for the
Pontiac moved up to approx-

paused all surveying.

An emergency meeting
took place and resolved that
the council would oppose
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25 Years Ago

April 1, 1981

N LEADER VISITS

PonTiac: The leader of
the Union Nationale Party,
Roch Lasalle, was in
Aylmer last week to meet
the public and to present
the party's platform to the
local press. Later on
Wednesday evening he was
the guest speaker at a
public meeting in Luskville
organized by the local can-
didate, Lucille Hodgins.
According to Lasalle, the
issues of importance in
this election are economic,
social and constitutional
reform.

FRegpoM oF CHOICE
PARTY CHOOSES STEPHEN
HopGiNns: The Freedom of
Choice Party met at Quyon
on Wednesday night with
about 100 members to
exert their first free choice,
the election of a candidate
for the April 13 provincial
election. With overwhelm-
ing support from the entire

convention, Stephen
Hodgins, 23-year-old
restaurant operator of

Shawville, was chosen to
speak for the Freedom of
Choice Part and for Pontiac
in the Quebec Legislature,
if he is able to gain the
support of the rest of the
riding. Recognizing the
strength and political
know-how of the three
older parties, young
Hodgins nevertheless is
hopeful that when the vot-
ers come to the polls on
April 13 they will accord
him enough votes to put
him in office.

MoRre 1AXES: Employers
in the province of Quebec
should be aware that start-
ing April 1, 1981, they will
have to pay into the
Quebec Health Insurance
Plan an amount equal to 3
per cent of the gross earn-
ings of their employees. Up
to the end of March
employers paid at a rate of
1.5 per cent, so that the
new rate, announced in
the March budget, repre-
sents an increase of 100
per cent in this tax levied
against all employers con-
ducting business in the
province. Quebec has long
been known as the worst
province in Canada for the
viclousness of its tax
structure,

*

50 Years Ago

March 29, 1956
UL BELANGER STRUCK BY
CAR: Paul Belanger, 8,
of Campbell's Bay was
struck by a car on Main
Street at the Bay Tuesday
dodging out from between
parked cars into the .path
of a car driven by Edward
Ranger of Campbell's Bay.
The little boy struck the
right front fender and suf-
fered a fractured skull as a
result. Ranger and

Detective Andre Audet took
the child to the office of Dr
Bradshaw at Campbell's
Bay and he was taken by
Ringrose Ambulance to the
Ottawa General Hospital.
No charges will be laid as
the tragedy was purely
accidental.

BRYSON FIRE BRIGADE
SHOW KEEN ENTHUSIASM:
The Bryson Volunteer Fire
brigade, newly organized in
January of this year, under
a newly appointed Chief W
A Poisson, is comprised of
24 energetic volunteers
keenly devoted to built the
brigade up to a fully
equipped standard fire
department.

PORTAGE TO ENGAGE
WATERWORKS ENGINEER: A
public meeting was held in
the town hall at which
were present Mayor Elsie
Gibbons, and councillors.
The meeting was held in
connection with installing
waterworks in the munici-
pality of Portage du Fort.

+

75 Years Ago

March 26, 1931
ocAL NEws: Despite the
eavy snow fall on
Sunday, the 8th, which tem-
porarily closed many arter-
ies of traffic, the Short
Course was remarkably well
attended from the very
beginning. Not only did the
people of the close lying dis-
tricts support this event in a
loyal way by turning out,
with their sons, in large
numbers to take part in the
various functions staged,
but a substantial represen-
tation was in evidence from
Campbell's Bay, Vinton,
Calumet Island and South
Onslow. In one instance, a
farmer with his three sons
journeyed from Campbell's
Bay and attended every lec-
ture and demonstration dur-
ing the course. This is mere-
ly an instance of the keen
interest shown by the farm-
ers of the district. Much
credit is due to the commit-
tee appointed by the
Agricultural Society, to take
charge of the event.

The body of Patrick Lynn,
who was missing since last
November, was discovered
by two boys frozen in the ice
of the Rideau Canal basin at
Ottawa. Mr Lynn had been
an employee of the Chateau
Laurier. He was born near
Quyon and was 54 years old.
The body showed no evi-
dences of foul play, but a
post mortum examination
was held in order to estab-
lish the cause of death.
Neither money nor valuables
were found on the body,
while it is rumored that
when last seen alive, Lynn
had considerable money in
his possession.

ForD: An important rea-
son for the good perfor-
mance of the new Ford is the
precise care with which
mechanical parts are made

and assembled. Many mea-
surements are accurate to
one one-thousandth of an
inch. Some to three one-
thousandths of an inch.

+

100 Years Ago

March 29, 1906
OCAL NEWS: Messrs.
omas Eades, Jas. J.
Hodgins and George Bailey,
all of this neighborhood
returned on Friday last from
the camps of the Victoria
Harbor Lumber Co. situated
north of Wahnapitae, on the
CPR, the camps having bro-
ken up for the winter.
Although the work was hard
and hours long the boys
brought their teams home in
good condition. They report
a depth of 2.5 feet of snow in
the woods.

We notice from a pub-
lished list of recent real
estate transactions in
Ottawa, that our townsman,
Mr G F Hodgins has,
through real estate agent
Charles S Taggart, pur-
chased the W D Morris prop-
erty, corner of Bank Street
and Laurier Avenue, com-
prising four shops with
dwellings in connection. The
price is reported as in the
neighborhood of $18,000.

The directors of
Agricultural Society No. 1
met at the Russell House on
Tuesday last for the purpose
of revising the prize list and
transacting other business.
The meeting marked the
50th anniversary of the
Society’s existence. In view
of this fact the board sent a
telephone invitation to Mr
Wm Clarke, CLA to come
and share in the celebration,
that gentleman having been
the first president of the
Society, and the only one
remaining of the original
board who conducted its
business during the infant
stage of its existence. At 3:15
p.m. Mr Clarke arrived at
the meeting room of the
directors who rose en masse
to greet him. Mr Clarke, who
is an exceedingly active man
for his years, related many
matters of interest during
the starting and early histo-
ry of the Society of which he
remained president for
seven years, and when we
consider the difficulties in
the present day, we can
readily understand how
much energy and persever-
ance the first president must
have possessed to have
coped successfully with the
greater disadvantages ‘of
those early days. The first
board was composed of Wm
Clarke, president; Jas
Robinson, vice-president; J
M Judgson, sec. treasurer;
directors - Angus McKinlop,
Alexander Smart, Wm
McDowell, Thos Corrigan,
Wm Cobb, Geo Moriison,
Edmund Heath.

+

Short film festival arrives in Ladysmith

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

LADYSMITHe A man pro-
ceeds down an escalator
with another man casually
standing on his shoulders.
Two businessmen sudden-
ly halt a serious discussion
to participate in a dance
that resembles Greco-
Roman wrestling.

A woman stabs a man to
death in an elevator then
finds the security guard
pointing a gun at her is the
man she just killed.

What could this be but
independent film?

“A long night of shorts”,
an independent short film
festival, made a stop iIn
Ladysmith playing a series
of movies back-to-back for
eight hours on Saturday

night at the Thorne
Community Recreation
Association.

Put on by the National
Film Board in cities and
towns across Canada, the
evening was an opportunity
to discover less expensive,
less popular, but no less
entertaining short films in
both French and English.

Marie-Laure Turmel of
Ladysmith was responsible

for bringing the event to the
small village.

“This is the most impor-
tant short film festival in
Canada,” said Turmel,
whose interests in film
extend to her previous
studies in university.

Turmel spent weeks
working with the National
Film Board to bring the
event to the Pontiac, know-
ing the event could be a dif-
ficult sell in the region
despite the free admission.

“l was saying to myself,
If there are 10 people I
don't know who come, it is
a success’,” said Turmel, a
multimedia specialist.

Glancing at the crowd of
about 30 people in atten-
dance, Turmel proudly
stated, “It is a success.”

Typically more artistic
and thought-provoking
than full-length films, short
films are often the launch-
ing point for successful
movie directors, producers
and actors.

Unable to compete with
Hollywood budgets, short
films tend to use creativity
and their subject matter to
draw audiences.

Ranging in length from

two-to-three minutes to
half-an-hour, the bilingual
selections chosen by
Turmel were diverse in
genre.

The dancing business-
men were a part of one film
that seemed to cannibalize
the business world by
depicting businessmen in a
series of unusual situa-
tions, like dangling off the
side of an escalator and
spinning each  other
around in a number of
intricate dance moves,
stopping only to answer
their cell phones.

While it may have
seemed unusual to some,
the audience present
laughed and clapped at the
ridiculousness of it all.

“A lot of people could
enjoy these sorts of
movies,” said Turmel.

“In art and video, there is
a place for something (in
the Pontiac) and I hope to
make it grow in future
years,"

Turmel said she definite-
ly plans to bring the festival
back to Ladysmith next
year.

“People could love it,"
said Turmel.

LEAH MILLER
Equity Editor
QUYON e Virginia and
Shawn Schwartz, the
brother and sister fiddle
act from Quyon, have
released their debut CD
called Fiddle Haus
Schwartz' Backyard.

“So far, we've been real-
ly happy with it," said

Shawn on the release of

their debut album. “It was
a long time waiting.”

The unofficial release
March 14 let the pair, who
have been fiddling for
years, share their passion
for music.

“The CD is a compila-
tion of all our original
tunes,” said Virginia.

The CD is only a sam-
pling of songs they've writ-
ten, as Virginia has been
playing since she was
seven and Shawn since he
was nine. Virginia is now
28 and Shawn 27.

“For me, I guess it start-
ed 18 years ago when my
mom and dad started tak-
ing Virginia to fiddle
lessons one year before
me,” said Shawn. I
thought I might as well try
and I took a liking to it.”

It is said that learning
to play the violin or fiddle

Shawn and Virginia
Schwartz of Quyon
have released thelr
debut album entitled
Fiddiehaus Schwart2’
Backyard. The brother
and sister act, after
playing together for
about 18 years, have
put together a collec-
tion of original songs
and traditional jigs that
gives the feel of the
true Ottawa Valley.

Wednesday, March 29, 2006

Quyon brother, sister fiddle act release debut album

is one of the most difficult
instruments to learn.

“But [ really like to do
it,” said Shawn.

Both were influenced by
the music in their family.

“Growing up outside of
Quyon as kids and
teenagers, there was very
little for us to do,” said
Virginia. “We had music in
the family and it was
something to do to goon a
weekend to a party and we
always had our fiddles
with us.”

Virginia currently lives
in Vancouver touring full-
time with Ottawa Valley-
based band The Town
Pants while Shawn works
as a contractor in Kanata
while teaching music out
of his North Onslow
home.

For Virginia, writing
music for the album was
not difficult, as she plays
her originals while on tour
with The Town Pants.

“One on the CD, Diggin’
The Grave, my fan base
will recognize because I
play it with Town Pants,”
said Virginia.

The album was pro-
duced by The Town Pants
members Duane Keogh
and features 14 tracks of

4
-

bursting fiddling, includ-
ing a seven-minute long
live session of eight tradi-
tional fiddle tunes com-
plete with spoons, guitar,
piano, mandolin and a
crowd.

“We set up a party with
some local musicians from
Quyon and had a family-
feel of a party,” said
Virginia. Some local musi-
cians that took part on
track 14 are the Daley
family, Doug McKinnon,
Rolly Bernier and the sib-

lings’ mother Isabelle
Schwartz.
Shawn recorded his

parts of the album at
Clockhaus Studios in
Quyon, while Virginia
recorded her parts at
Studio 222 in Vancouver.

The distance put a diffi-
cult twist on putting the
album together.

“The recording itself
wasn't difficult, but the
last minute adjustments
were,” said Shawn,

Once he recorded a
song, he would send it as
an mp3 and Keogh would
listen to it in Vancouver
and critique it.

“After I got his two cents
it would be redone and the
mastering would be done
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Submitted by

Carroll
officer for the St. Alphonsus
C.W.L.
CHAPEAU * The March 7
meeting of St. Alphonsus
C.W.L. was called to order
by President Joan
Sallafranque.

The Spiritual reading
was taken from the Book
of Psalms.

Minutes of the February
meeting were read and
approved. Several items of
correspondence were pre-
sented which included a
thank you from Sr. Pauline
Colterman for our continu-
ing support in Peru.
Invitations and notices of
upcoming events were
read.

Treasurer Gail Sullivan
gave her report as well as
the other committee repre-
sentatives.

The card parties held
last month for
Development and Peace
and the Coady Institute
were well attended and
donations have been sent
in.

Plans were finalized for
hosting the Marianhill
birthday party on March
14.

Leaflets (How Will You
Say Goodbye...To Someone
You Love?) were presented
to members in attendance.
There will also be copies
available at church.

Mention was made of the
June dinner with a tenta-
tive date set for June 13,

The meeting was

St. Alphonsus CWL me

Jane adjourned followed by
communications closing prayers.

ets

Next meeting will be on
Tuesday, April 11.

THE EQUITY

in Vancouver,” said
Shawn. “That made it
hard.”

As well, the artwork on
the CD cover involved a lot
of co-ordination, as
Shawn’'s pictures were
shot in Quyon and super
imposed on a photo with
Virginia.

“It took about 100 pho-
tos to get it right,” said

Page 3

Shawn.

The pair don't have a
tour schedule planned for
their new album, but
Shawn may tag along with
Virginia and play a few
Town Pants shows as he
has in the past.

For information on how
to buy a copy of the CD,
call Shawn at 819-458-
1977.

Tever
 BOOIE SALE

April 1st - Special $5.00 a bag &

May 6th and June 3rd

10a.m.-1 p.m.
in the basement of the Town Hall

Friends of the Library - in support of the
Chawville Clarendon Library

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Serving the region for 25 years

&

the
taxsmith
.com

Peter B. Smith, B.Sc., CGA

Certified General Accountant

SMITH PORTER HETU

(Affiliated with Porter Hétu International)
389 Main St., Shawville, Quebec

- Income Tax Preparation for Individuals, Businesses and Farms

- Bookkeeping, Payroll, GST/QST Reports, Financial Statements
- Free Review of Prior Years’ Returns

819-647-2403

Get Prepared by TheTaxSmith.com - It Pays to Use a Professional

Armstrong Heritage Farm
Annual General Meeting

at Dr. S.E. McDowell School
cafeteria

Monday, April 10, 2006
' at 7:00 p.m.

All current and new members
welcome

Come a Fun with DICK & Jahe-

Comedy Night Presented by:
Quyon Citizen’s Committee

Saturday, April 1st, 2006

Quyon Lions Hall at 6:30 p.m.
$25.00 per person includes supper

fame’

CONSTRUCTION
SAFETY COURSE

(Quebec Construction Safety Course)
Starting April 15, 2006

For Information Call
Faye 819-648-5160 or Barry 819-647-2367

THIS COURSE IS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN
A CCQ /JOB PROTECTION CARD

We are also taking registration for
St. John Ambulance

First Aid and CPR courses

i+l

of Canada

Government

Important Notice to Employers

Need summer help?

Service Canada

Hire a student!

The Summer Career Placements initiative provides wage subsidies to help
employers hire students for 6 to 16 weeks during the summer. Private, public
and not-for-profit employers are invited to submit their application by:

Friday, March 31, 2006

Gouvernement
du Canada

This initiative provides students with work experience related to their field of
study. Applications will be assessed based on the eligibility criteria, national,
regional and local priorities, the quality of the work experience offered, as

well as budget availability.
To apply or to find out more about this initiative,

CALL 1 800 935-5555 (TTY 1 800 926-9105)
CLICK servicecanada.gc.ca

VISIT Your Service Canada Centre (for locations visit servicecanada.gc.ca)

Canadi
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MONDAY 5 p.m.
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133 Centre St., Shawyville, QC
JOX 2Y0 ’
819-647-2204
819-647-2206 Fax
www.theequity.ca

E-mail:

prepress @theequity.ca
news @theequity.ca

Subscription rates
(tax included)
Pontiac-$29.91
Quebec-$41.41
Canada-$38.52
U.8.-854.57

Publication Mail Reg. No.
08560, Shawville

Contents copyright 2006

Legal deposit in the
National Library of Quebec
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Time to save daylight

It's that time of year again, can you believe it? Time
tc change our clocks for daylight saving time.

At 2 a.m. this coming Sunday, we'll set our clocks
ahead an hour. But this year is unique in that it will be
the last year we move our clocks forward on the first
Sunday in April and back on the last Sunday in
October. .

Beginning next year, the province will follow the lead
of the United States in adding four weeks to daylight
saving time.

Last summer, U.S. President George W. Bush signed
an energy bill that extended daylight saving by two
weeks in the spring and two weeks in the fall, starting
in 2007. To remain in sync with the U.S., and each
other, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Prince Edward
Island, New Brunswick and Alberta all plan to move up
the beginning of daylight saving to the second Sunday
of March and to end it on the first Sunday in
November. '

The fact that Ontario and Quebec are doing it
together is a good thing for the people of Pontiac, liv-
ing close to a provincial border, as we do. The incon-
venience of changing time zones every time we crossed
a bridge or took the ferry to the other side, the sched-
uling of appointments, even finding your favourite TV
show would not have been quite worth it. Of course,
in Canada, time is a provincial concern, so provinces
have been able to decide whether to opt in or out of
the plan, unlike the U.S. where it is a federal concern.

Winter’s last gasp
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The Quebec bill was introduced by Justice Minister
Yvon Marcoux who argued the harmonization will be
favourable to the province. Extending daylight saving
time wasn't just a snap of fingers here, it required mod-
ifying an existing provincial law.

Note that areas of Quebec east of 63° east longitude
(anything east of Téte a la Baleine, Quebec) do not
change to daylight saving time and remain on Atlantic
Standard Time all year round.

Ideally, the change to daylight saving time will allow
us to use less energy in lighting our homes by taking
advantage of the longer daylight hours - in general,
people are expected not to need the lights on as early in
the evening. Every little bit in reducing energy helps.

The move makes sense. At.about this point in time
every year it seems the sun comes up a bit too early
anyhow, and a few extra weeks of early rising wouldn't
hurt one bit. The move also makes economic sense for
Quebec, which ships 58 per cent of its exports to 24
U.S. states.

Not only will this endeavour help us conserve energy
and reduce our costs throughout the year, it shows
that this province is up to speed with the major players
in North America.

So don't forget to spring forward a little earlier, and
fall back a little later next year. But for the time being,
we'll still switch our clocks this coming weekend. One

last time.
LM

Provided by Wilbur McLean

YOUR OPINION
Leave a legacy

Dear Editor,

lwasvexygladtoreadmHopeCadlcux'scolumnforPonﬂacStaﬂonherpempecﬂveonthe
selective logging versus Nature Conservancy options for the future of the lot owned by Bristol
council. The lot in question has a wonderful small sandy beach and a rocky shoreline. But most
ofthispaﬂofthelotlswlthlntheﬂoodpldnofﬂleOﬂlnl!lvu'sonocottagescanbebuﬂtnear
thewaterasprovmdallawsm‘taﬂowttl'hepanofthebtftmhermlandlsmckywithforest-
edhonowsandswamps.ahndscapenotpamcuhﬂme'goodformnageuse.lnfact.
much of the property consists of wet, uneven and rocky terrain, which would present many chal-
lenges if one were to try and build houses or cottages on it. Because of these circumstances.
Bristol council will find it difficult to sell the lot for development purposes. It hasn't happened yet,
and Bﬂstolhashadthepmpertybrlzyean.‘SowhatcanBrhtoldowlththepmperty?’lhey
could have it clear-cut and make some money, which would leave the property very unattractive
and notwonhmuchandnoonemuldwanttobuylt.'lheycoukldoaomeselectlveloggmg.as
praposed, to take the biggest, most valuable trees out. That would bring some money (though less
than the clear-cut), but would leave the lot less attractive and its value would be diminished
accordingly. It would take decades before there would be enough big trees to make another round
of selective logging worth while. Or Bristol council could sell the property with the forest intact.
There would likely be a number of local people who would want to buy the lot, but I doubt that
anyone would be willing to pay a high price for it when they can’t subdivide it and sell off cottage
lots.

For most municipalities, that would be the extent of available realistic options. But we in Bristol
are lucky because another attractive option has been presented to us: an offer from the Nature
Conservancy to buy the lot for conservation purposes. It is probably the best deal council is real-
istically going to get, and it is also probably the best thing council can do for the conservation of
biodiversity within our municipal boundaries. They would get a fair price for the lot, and its nat-
uralbeautywouldbepreservedforallofustocontlnuetoenjoy.lt'sabltllkehavlngyourcake
and eating it too. '

Butwhy1stheNatureConservancysomtautethhhlot?mmaremanyreasonswhymey
would be. As mentioned in Hope Cadieux's column, mature forests are a rare and valuable ecosys-
temfromthepolntofvlewofconsmﬂonofblodlmﬂty.lnmmn.thcrelstheBlandmgstur-
tle, a species that is rare throughout its range in Canada. Its status has recently been assessed
byanexpertpaneltlmtfoundthatthehnﬂlelsdedﬂnghmnbaamdlnthemngeltoccuples
in Canada. Wehappmtohaveoneofafewpocketswhutthe-memtsandissﬂndomgrela-
tively well. In addition, the lot and particularly its rocky shoreline, is home to a number of inter-
esungplantsnotnormanyfoundmthhmm&thuemadduptomakethlsproperty
particularly valuable for conservation purposes. It is really worth keeping in its current condition.

Conservation may be a scary word to some, but conservation of this property doesn't have to
mean it will be off-limits to the public. On the contrary, many activities are allowed in conserva-
tion areas as long as they are not detrimental to the conservation objectives for that piece of land.
Ofcoume.theNamConsemmywoulddmrmlnewhntthaewouldbe.However.ltlsllkelythat
people would be allowed to continue to enjoy walking in the area and using the beach. It is also
ukelythatdeerhunungmuldmmmnudwmvuyplmﬂﬁﬂheumdmemmm@nsemncy
is probably not particularly interested in protecting them. In fact, high deer populations could be
deMnnnmlmthepmbtmdmdthemghmmthem'lftbeNammConsewancy
were to buy the property, it would keep the forest intact and the property accessible to the public.

GWentheabovedeuaﬂms.ﬂubutthmccmMmdohmsenthepmpeﬂymtactto
the Nature Conservancy. It would probably bring council more money than any other realistic
option while at the same time being a valuable contribution to conservation not only locally, but
also at the reglonal, provincial and even national level. What a wonderful legacy to leave for future
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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM
Burning garbage: are incinerators safe?

The Monday March 27

edition of the Ottawa f

Citizen contained an
excellent article on
incineration as an alter-
native technology for the

management of garbage. Katharine
The story is timely, Fletcher

not only because of our
own Pontiac garbage dilem-
ma, but also because of what
Ottawa residents are facing.
There has been much media
focus on the proposed expan-
sion of the Carp Road landfill
located in West Carleton.
Waste  Management of
Canada operates the site,
and proposes to triple its
capacity. Nearby residents
are in opposition to this and
as usual, the community is
divided and frustrated.
Here in the Pontiac, we
understand this division and
challenge only too well.

EQUITY reader suggests

incineration

Robert Wills wrote a
thoughtful letter to the editor
which was published in THE
EQUITY last week. He sug-
gests incineration ought to be
considered as a viable, rea-
sonably  environmentally
friendly technology to man-
age garbage. He concurs with
me that cities — whose resi-
dents are the main producers
of garbage — must look after
their own waste rather than
truck it out to rural commu-
nities.

Toronto’s waste
Just like Quebec, Ontario
Is experiencing a garbage cri-
sis. No new landfill sites are

opening — evidently that
province's rural residents
share North Onslow and

Danford Lake taxpayers' dis-
taste for regional dumps.
Toronto exports millions of
tonnes ol refuse to Michigan,
paying between $65 and $75
per tonne to truck it away.
How do Michigan residents
and politicians like receiving
our waste? Apparently the

state is lobbying the
.« US. federal govern-

o ment to ban the ship-
ment of garbage
across the interna-
tional border.

Peel’s incinerator
Concurrent to all thijs
trucking, the Region
of Peel, near Pearson
International Airport west of
Toronto, invested in an incin-
erator operated by Algonquin
Power.

There are many innovative
aspects to this technology.
Moreover, Quebec politicians
need to encourage  Quebec
Hydro to stop its backwards-
looking monopoly on power
generation. Whereas Ontario
Hydro permits both individu-
als and industry to feed
power they produce back into
the grid, Quebec Hydro per-
mits no such environmental-
ly responsible activity. In his
feature article, Citizen jour-
nalist Patrick Dare addressed
power generation aspects of
incineration: “The [Peel] plant
generates up to nine
megawatts of power and con-
sumes two megawatts for its
own operation. It produces
enough electricity to power a
small town.”

Amount of trash

The Peel incinerator burns
over half the region's waste:
162,000 tonnes of refuse.
The plant operates 24/7, and
on weekdays 60 to 70
garbage trucks deliver 500-
800 tonnes of garbage. Dare
writes, “The plant burns 500
tonnes a day, including
garbage from international
flights into Pearson Airport.”

Cost of operation

Incineration isn't inexpen-
sive. Dare writes, “It costs
Peel at- least $105 a tonne,
which includes a payment of

about $80 a tonne to
Algonquin Power." In con-
trast, Ottawa spends $38 a
tonne to send city garbage to

the Carp Road landfill.
Operational issues

\

No system is perfect and
incineration technology
brings its share of environ-
mental concerns — just like
landfills.

For instance, although the
temperature of the incinera-
tor varies between 800 C to
1,050 C depending on the
phase of burn, not all
garbage can be incinerated.
As well, toxins released by
the process must be continu-
ally measured to ensure
emissions from the plant
meet environmental stan-
dards set by the province.

Dare writes, “Flue gas in
the Algonquin incinerator
plant goes to a pollution-con-
trol system where lime is
added to neutralize acidic
gases. Carbon is used to
absorb mercury and dioxins.
The gas then travels to a bag-
house that filters out particu-
lates. ... A lot of ash is pro-
duced by the incinerator
plant. Metals in the ash are
screened out dnd sold. Some
of the ash is used as cover for
two landfills in the area,
instead of topsoil. Some ash
is used in regional govern-
ment paving project. Some is
put into landfills.”

However, one comment the
journalist made is of concern
to Quebec residents. The fly
ash is “considered haz-
ardous, and [is] sent to a
secure landfill site in
Quebec.” Of course, | cannot
help wondering where that s,
and how secure it is...

Emission control

Unlike Toronto's older
incinerator stacks, the 15
metre-high Algonquin Power
Incinerator stack produces
fairly clean burns. Writes
Dare, “There are low emis-
sions from the stack for
things like lead, dioxins.
lurans, sulphur dioxide and
nitrogen oxides. The emis-
sions are regularly recorded
by an independent company.
They are well below the strin

gent limits specifically set by
the Ontario government for
incineration.”
Sorting waste

As | mentioned above, not
all garbage can be burned.
Therefore, the steady stream
of trucks shipping garbage to
the Peel incinerator empty
their load in a sortation area
called the tipping zone. Here,
non-burnable items like bicy-
cles and mattresses are
removed: such items are sent
to a landfill. (Why aren't bicy-
cles recycled, I wonder?)

Recycling depot

Dare notes, “Already Peel
is doing reasonably well at
recycling garbage, with 45
per cent of household
garbage being diverted, con-
siderably  better  than
Ottawa's 34 per cent. Next
year, Peel begins a recycling
program for organic waste in
an attempt to boost the diver-
sion rate to at least 55 per
cent. Peel's ultimate goal is

Correction

70 per cent waste diversion.”
Waste Management
Canada has just built a $32
million recycling plant adja-
cent to the Peel incinerator so
that waste can be mined, or
sorted, for reuse rather than
being burned or trucked to a
landfill.
Technology is here.
Danford Lake residents
need our support to stop the
regional landfill that is being
proposed. Landfills simply
keep a whole bunch of rotting
human waste in some sort of
a holding space... forever.
One well-written article
cannot solve a problem.
However, Dare's story pre-
sents a current and interest-
ing technology that is well-
worth our consideration,
right here, right now.
Katharine Fletcher is a free-
lance writer based in Quyon,
Quebec. Contact her at ches-
ley@allstream.net

Incorrect information was given in the cutline of the photo
“Concours d'art oratoire” on page nine of the March 22
issue., Shania Hodgins, une étudiante de I'Ecole Dr. S.E.
McDowell, a re¢u un certificat de participation dans le
Concours d'art oratoire. Le principal, Stewart Aitkin, a
donné le certificat 4 Shania le 20 mars.

Incorrect information was given in the story “Compost pro-
ject seeking community approval” on the cover of the March
22 issue. The cause of the death of Kenneth Woods' cows
was never definitively determined, and independent scien-
tific research determined the sludge used by his neighbour

was safe.

Letters to the Editor

THE EqQurry welcomes letters to the editor from our
readers. Short letters are more likely to be chosen for
publication, but the use of any material is at the dis-
cretion of the editor. The editor reserves the right to
edit letters to meet space requirements, for clarity, or
to avoid obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy. E-mail
letters are accepted at news@theequity.ca and must
bear the complete name, address and daytime phone
number of the writer. The ?ddress and phone number
will not be printed. Letters published do not neces-
sarily reflect the editorial policies of THE EQurry.

generations.

Let’s get real

Dear Editor,

So Katherine Fletcher thinks “being NIMBY
is absolutely okay” and that rural communi-
ties should not take urban waste. I live in the
big, bad city of Ottawa and am willing to make
a deal on behalf of all cities. We'll handle our
urban waste if you rural dwellers will stay off
our urban roads, keep away from our urban
hospitals, avoid our urban theatres and
museums and arenas and shopping malls
and, most important of all, don't buy any of
our urban manufactured products such as
packaged foods, farm machinery, fertilizers,
snowmobiles, logging trucks and any of the
thousand other items that contribute to waste
that has to be disposed of. And while you're
at it, you can stop reading our books, maga-
zines and newspapers and stop watching our
TV programs.

If this sounds like a bad deal, then let's get
real. Let's start thinking as one nation, one
society, one community and act as though we
complement and need each other instead of
behaving like 10,000 separate little villages
going off in all directions. Compared to cities,
rural areas have far more land in which to
take care of the waste that our society as a

whole produces.
Ronald Daigle, Ottawa

Quest for transparency

Dear Editor,

Throughout its recent newsletter, LDC, the
promoter of the megadump in Danford Lake,
makes much of “its quest for transparency”.
However, this assertion of transparency is
laughable in view of the way information has
been presented.

In 1988, the MRC of Pontiac's Waste
Management Plan identified a number of sites
potentially suitable for an engineered landfill
site, none in Alleyn and Cawood. In the inter-
ests of transparency, why did LDC not reveal
they had previously selected one of the sites
and tried to get Quyon to accept an engi-
neered landfill project and that the megad-
ump project was eventually turned down as
undesirable? Does transparency include not
revealing that the failed attempt left a divided
community and a legacy of bitterness?

Only after failing in Quyon did LDC target
Alleyn and Cawood. LDC's newsletter states
that they have identified a site that can accom-
modate all the facilities they propose. What
this really means is that they found a pliant
council prepared to go along and let LDC man-
age the campaign to achieve a megadump in a
manner designed to lull the residents to sleep.
The document further states “The municipali-
ty was approached by LDC in 2004 ...", which
contradicts Mayor Squitti’s unsigned letter of
October, 2004, stating that the municipal
council approached LDC to help with a plan to
replace the trench landfill site with a properly
engineered one. No one reading this letter
would interpret it to mean an that the engi-
neered landfill site would take in garbage from
all the Outaouais.

The so-called first public information meet-
ing of Oct. 16, 2004 was not properly adver-
tised. Hence only 14 residents attended. How
can LDC conclude that 14 people out of a tax-
payer list of over 500 represents the munici-
pality and therefore state that the community
supported the project?

LDC refers to an “extensive article” that
appeared in a newspaper on Dec. 1, 2004. Is
less than a third of a page extensive? The arti-
cle merely reports on the MRC meeting in
Campbell's Bay on Nov. 24, 2004 where
Mayor Squitti asked for the site in Alleyn and
Cawood to be put on the planning list, and
stated: “I have the support from my commu-
nity and the location.” Shouldn't he have said
‘I have support from 14 residents"?

LDC reports two events in 2005 supposed-
ly designed to inform the public.

B.T. Aniskowicz-Fowler, Bristol

Unfortunately the March 12, 2005 open
house to present their notice of project, was
sparsely attended, since they failed to inform
cottage owners and seasonal residents of the
meeting and held it at a time when few of
these people would be able to attend. The sec-
ond meeting to present the Draft
Environmental Impact Study was held on Oct.
29, 2005, on a date coinciding with the start
of hunting season (Coincidence? Unlikely!). A
number of ratepayers, who found out about
this meeting accidentally, attended and for
the first time were able to present vocal oppo-
sition. Written questions were submitted by
the Danford Lake and District Cottagers
Assoclation. Early answers were promised,
but were not forthcoming until late January,
2006 - when the letter from LDC dated Dec.
23, 2005, was finally faxed to Mr. Shannon
Martin. LDC was very transparent in this
delaying tactic.

LDC irresponsibly proposes an unsuitable
project in an unsuitable site. Who in their
right mind would put a megadump on sand in
a region where from almost any place you
stand a lake, river or stream is within a
stone’s throw and in an area best suited for
eco-tourism? Only someone with no real con-
cern for the environment, or one who sees an
opportunity to make a lot of money, would
conceive of such an outrage. Money is what

the mayor of Alleyn and Cawood, blinded by -

dollars waved in front of his eyes, smells. He
doesn’t smell the garbage or recognize that

eco-tourism and garbage don't go together.
Lori Ann Russett, Danford Lake

Member of the Coalition Against the

Danford Mega Dump

Charity on ice

Dear Editor,

I would like to bring to the attention of your
readers an event that is approaching March
31, the Bob Findlay Memorial Charity Game
where all proceeds will go towards the
Pallfative Care Unit at the Pontiac Community
Hospital in Shawville.

The Memorial Charity Game is part of the
7th Annual Flying Elbows Men's Hockey
Tournament that plays host to 28 teams from
March 30 to April 2. This is the fourth year for
the Charity Game which has raised close to
$13,000 for the Hospital Foundation over the
past three tournaments.

Last year it was renamed after Bob “Fish”,
Findlay, a highly respected hockey and com-
munity volunteer who passed away in 2004.

The game itself features a special Shawville
Edition of the Flying Elbows taking on the
Mingo McEwen Fund, a Montreal based group
that raises money for Montreal and area hos-
pitals and individuals in need.

The Mingo McEwen team is anchored by 21-
year-old Brent Mingo who was the inspiration
behind the Fund itself. Exposed at birth to
bacterial meningitis, he endured three brain
operations before the age of one month. As a
result of the meningitis, he has brain abscess-
es which cause him to have seizures. He also
has a disability to the right side of his body.
Despite all of these hurdles Brent makes his
way up to Shawville to lace up the skates and
participate in this charity game every year. He
acts as a true Inspiration for others who face
adversity to overcome their challenges.

This year as a warm-up for the charity game,
the Shawville MAGH hockey team is hosting a
team from Florida that is involved with the
Mingo McEwen team. Come out and show your
support for these future hockey greats!

The charity game March 31 at 8 p.m. will
also feature the Great Shawville Shootout, an
RBC Toonie Toss, Door Prizes and 50/50
draw. Tickets and Event Information can be
found on our website at www.flyingelbows.ca
or 647-3149, Hope to see you at the game

Matt Sally, Tournament Convenor

Edward Rusenstrom, Charity Game Coordinator

Greg Hayes, PCH Foundation
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Bantam ‘BB’ Forestiers
take division crown

DALE BROWN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE « The Bantam
‘BB’ Maniwaki Forestiers
won their division champi-

onship on the weekend
sweeping  the Aylmer
Mariniers three games

straight in the best-of-five
series finishing fourth over-
all out of 78 Bantam ‘BB’
teams in Quebec.

The Forestiers took game
three by a final score of 4-0
in Maniwaki on goals from
Travis Stewart, Matthew
Draper and a pair from
Nicolas Francoeur. Stewart,

Jason Bédard, Louis
Philippe Lariviére, Kurt
Fraser, Spencer Pirie and
Dylon Wisotzki added

assists while Matt Hobbs
totalled two helpers.

It was a spirited and
aggressive game, according
to manager Chantal Bois.
The referee did not want the
boys to shake hands at the
end of the match because of

Dale Browr

The Maniwaki Forestiers celebrate their 3-0 series
victory over Aylmer in the division final Sunday.

this but the boys insisted on
the age-old ritual of showing
respect to one's opponent
and shook hands anyway.
Game two saw Maniwaki
edge past the Mariniers 3-2
in Aylmer on goals from
Pirie, Bédard and Wisotzki.
Assists went to Hobbs,
Stewart, Matthew Alexander

and Maxime-James Morin.

The Forestiers now look
toward the Dodge Cup with
their opening game sched-
uled for April 12.

Bantam ‘B’

The Shawville Pontiac

Bantam ‘B's won their divi-

sion crown Sunday defeating .

the Petite Nation Seigneurs

IHE EQUITY

6-1 in the playoff final. Ryan
Miller, Jason Belsher, Logan
Greer and Ryan Tracey tal-
lied singles while Jeremy
Campbell notched a pair.
Assists went to Jacob
Bourgeau, Campbell, Tracy,
Greer, Miller and Jason
McGuire.

Saturday's semi-final saw
the Pontiacs dispatch Loups
La Peche 5-1 on goals from
Campbell, Matthew Hickey,
Ross Cote and Campbell
with a pair. Campbell and

Miller  recorded  single
helpers while Cote had two.
Atom ‘B’

The Shawville Pontiacs
lost their semi-final match
4-1 to the Masson-Anger
Sharks Saturday. Scoring
the Pontiacs’ lone goal was
Dillon  Harrison from
Jonathan Hickey.

Peewee ‘A’

The Pontiacs were shut-
out 3-0 by Maniwaki
Saturday to end their post-
season.

Girls’ volleyball teams want no
part of PHS Panthers

Tournament cancelled as opposition forfeits matches

DALE BROWN

EqQuity Reporter

SHAWVILLE e The girls' ben-
jamin, cadet and juvenile
volleyball tournament in
which Pontiac High School
was to take part has been
cancelled due to opposing
teams forfeiting their match-

es.
Originally scheduled for

SIERRA
DESIGNS

March 12, the tournament
was postponed until March
19 due to a pipe rupture in
the PHS gymnasium.
Forfeited
Le Carrefour High School,
Erabliere High School,
Horm-Gamelin High School
and Heritage College each
forfeited matches against
PHS because of the complex

rating system used by the
league. The system rewards
teams for plaving in higher
divisions.

According to PHS coach
Shawn MacDonnell, the
teams didn't think it was
wor *hwhile playing the tour-
nament because their rank-
ings would suffer.

“None of the teams want-

ed to play wus,” said

MacDonell.

“They were of the opinion
that we were a bigger chal-
lenge than expected and
were concerned with having
their ratings dropped.”

The Panthers continued
their season Sunday in a
regional qualification tour-
nament.

-
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The Shawville Recreation Association and the Pontiac High School hockey team were presented with
cheques for $350 and $300 respectively courtesy of the Sdreté du Québec Outaouais hockey tourna-
ment Friday at the Shawville Arena. From the left: Const. Yves Martineau and Lieut. Jacques Piché of
the SQ Campbell’s Bay detachment, Shawville Mayor Albert Armstrong, Pro-Warden of Pontiac MRC
Paul-Emile Maleau, Claude Dallaire and Commandant of the SQ Outaouais region Luc Lafleur present
cheques to Wendy Hearty of the Shawville Recreation Association and referee Pascal Asselin of
Pontiac High School. Officers of the SQ raised $650 for youth sport in Shawville.

SQ hockey tournament helps
youth sport in Shawville

DALE BROWN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE ¢ The interior of
the Shawville Arena was as
safe as it ever will be as
police from the region con-
verged on the ice for the

Sureté du Québec
Outaouais hockey tourna-
ment Friday.

Detachments from

Campbell's Bay, Papineau,
Maniwaki, Mont Laurier and
two divisions from Gatineau
competed in the single-day
tournament held in part to
raise funds for the Shawville
Recreation Association and
the Pontiac High School
hockey team.

“We're giving the RA $350
and the PHS team $300,"
said Lieut. Jaques Piché of
the Pontiac MRC SQ.

Luc Lafleur, comman-
dant of the SQ Outaouais
region, was on hand to drop
the puck at the ceremonial
face-off of the tournament
final.

“(They were) very good
games today — very compet-
itive,” he said. “It's also a day

for communication among
(police officers) who don't get
to see each other very often.”

The Campbell's Bay
detachment acquitted them-
selves well making an
appearance in the final
against Mont Laurier. Mont
Laurier topped Campbell’s
Bay 7-2 to take the tourna-
ment crown.

The games, as Lafleur
pointed out, were very com-
petitive and at times a chal-
lenge for referee and PHS
special education teacher
Pascal Asselin and linesman
Matt Hobbs, a student at
PHS. Asselin and Hobbs vol-
unteered their time to offici-
ate Friday because
Campbell's Bay officers Yves
Martineau and Jean-Marc
Payant did the same for the
PHS tournament March 14.

“Sometimes the police,
they have a little trouble
with authority figures,”
joked Asselin. “They must
not be used to being told
what to do.”

Funds raised by the tour-
nament for the Shawville RA

will be put toward youth
sport programs in the area
and help to reduce registra-
tion costs.

“If they charge too much
for registration, some fami-
lies couldn't afford it —
especially if they have two or
three kids,” said Shawville
Mayor Albert Armstrong.

Funds raised for the PHS
hockey team will help defray

the cost of ice time and trav-
el expenses.

“Those kids (from PHS)
had to pay for their own ice
time at the tournament last
week,” said Armstrong.

“We gave them a bit of a
break — [ think each kid
payed $20, or something like
that, but (the proceeds from
this tournament) will help
with things like that.”

Dale Brown, THE EQUITY

No strangers to putting themselves in harm'’s way,
the Pontiac MRC Sireté du Québec players had
no problem blocking shots at the SQ Outaouais
hockey tournament Friday at the Shawville Arena.
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A member of the Dr. S.E. McDowell Elementary School basketball team takes

Dale Brown, THE EQUITY

the ball to the hoop during the Western Quebec School Board basketball
tournament at McDowell Thursday.

McDowell tourney encourages
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sportsmanshlp In area students

DALE BROWN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE e Children from
the Pontiac and surrounding
communities gathered for a
day of fun and competition at
the Western Quebec School
Board Basketball
Tournament held Thursday
at Dr. S.E. McDowell
Elementary  School in
Shawville.

Boys and girls in Grades 5
and 6 from St. John's
Elementary  School in
Campbell’'s Bay, Eardley
Elementary School in
Gatineau, Onslow
Elementary School in Quyon,

Lord Aylmer Elementary
School in Aylmer and host
McDowell put their games to
the test in a competition that
was as much about develop-
ing mental and social skills
as physical ones.

“This is a day for fun and
sportsmanship,” said
McDowell physical education
teacher Brenna Delaney. “It's
very important the kids learn
how to lose, be a good sport
and enjoy themselves any-
way.”

For some kids, the oppor-
tunity to compete in school
sport is a recent develop-
ment. From the happy looks

and wide smiles on the faces
of children competing in the
tournament, the opportunity
is a welcome one.

“When | started in
Campbell's Bay, there was
nothing in the way of sports,”
said St. John's coach Chrissy
Gibb. “I started with soccer
and now basketball — the
kids love it.”

Volunteers from Pontiac
High School were on hand to
lend support to their
younger brethren. Amanda
Smith, Kyle Sharpe, Katie
Dolan, Kris Berube, Barry
Tubman, Kyle Hodgins,
Jonny Normandeau, Derrick

Former PHS grad living the ballin’ life

Womens’ NBA player started career in the Pontiac

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SPAIN ¢ China? Check.
Spain? Check. Turkey,
Russia, Korea and the
United States? Check,
check, check and check.

Kelly Schumacher’s pro-
fessional basketball career
has taken her all over the
world over the past six years.

She was named the
Canadian College Athletic
Association player of the
year after leading John
Abbott College in Montreal
to a national championship
in 1997, she won an NCAA
national championship for
the University of
Connecticut Huskies, she
has been playing in the
Women's National
Basketball Association for
the past six seasons and
spends off-seasons playing
in leagues worldwide.

That's quite a whirlwind
tour for a 28-year-old
woman who began playing
basketball in the modest set-
ting of the Pontiac High
School gym.

Schumacher, American-
born but Pontiac Station-
raised, enjoys the opportuni-
ty to see the world playing
basketball, despite its short-
comings.

“Sometimes I get tired of
all the travelling but I appre-
clate the opportunity not
many people get,” said
Schumacher from Spain in a
phone interview.

She also notes the foreign
language barrier as a prob-
lem, and even though she's
picked up a few words here
and there, she relies heavily
on a translator, whom the
teams provide for her.

'm it, I'm the only

American on the team. Your
translator is your best
friend.”

Schumacher considers
herself both Canadian and
American, though in the
past she has played in inter-
national competitions with
the U.S. national team.

Her travel schedule rarely
permits her to travel to visit
her mother and stepfather,
who still live in Pontiac
Station.

While certainly
Schumacher is thankful for
the opportunity to have
played in a wide array of
places, women's basketball
teams she's played for the
world over are equally
thankful for Schumacher’s
skills.

At six feet, five inches tall,
Schumacher is a shot-block-
ing fiend, and her endeav-
ours included a nine blocked
shot performance in, the
2000 national championship
game against Tennessee.

Jim Thompson, one of
Schumacher’s first coaches
at PHS, recalls first seeing
her play basketball.

“I remember the first time
Isaw her in a gym, (PHS
physical education teacher
and baskeball coach) Dave
Holmes found me and said
'‘Come and see this kid',”
said Thompson.

“She was tall and she
could run like a gazelle. She
was 80 dominant.”

At about six feet tall in
high school, Schumacher
toyed with the smaller girls,
and Thompson would often
have her practice against
boys or play her himself —
Thompson is 6’7" — to get
her the competition and
development she needed.

Thompson has followed
Schumacher’s career closely
and remains in occasional
contact with her.

“She was the best athlete
to come out of our school,”
said Thompson, “but
because she's female and
playing basketball, a lot of
the kids there now have
never even heard of her.”

Out of high school,
Schumacher attended John
Abbott College in Montreal
where she led her team to a
national championship and
was named national player
of the year.

The University of
Connecticut, one of the pre-
mier U.S. colleges for bas-
ketball, recruited her and
she received a full scholar-
ship.

The WNBA

During the annual public
speaking competition at
PHS, Schumacher specifical-
ly recalls one year expound-
ing the virtues of a women's
basketball league to her
peers.

“I didn’t just want to play
in it, I wanted to start it,”
laughed Schumacher.

She wouldn't have to.

The WNBA began play in
1997 with just a handful of
teams and in direct competi-
tion with. the American
Basketball League, a sepa-
rate women's league that
began a year earlier.

With the marketing dol-
lars and influence of its big-
ger brother, the National
Basketball Association, the
WNBA soon became the
marquee league for women's
players, and the ABL folded
after just three seasons.

Fresh out of college in
2001, Schumacher was

Volleyball

drafted 14th overall by the
Indiana Fever, who were
entering their second season
in the league.

She has been a strong
contributor for the Fever
since, until being traded last
month to the New York
Liberty.

Volleyball, too?

Throughout high school,
basketball was not
Schumacher’s only sport.

She was also MVP of the
volleyball and soccer teams,
and received offers to play
volleyball in the U.S. in col-
lege.

Years removed from her
last competitive volleyball
experience, Schumacher
harbours thoughts of play-
ing on the Association of
Professionals
beach volleyball tour.

“I'm just going to break
out,” said Schumacher.

“Mr. (John) Petty always
had dreams of me playing

volleyball.”

Schumacher refers to her

volleyball coach at PHS, a

now retired gym teacher.

“She used to say, 1 want
to play volleyball’. | thought
she was just trying to
appease me as a coach but it
turns out she was serious,”
said Petty, who had heard of
Schumacher’s plans.

Schumacher swears she's
serious about her volleyball
plans, and said she is going
to play a few more years of
basketball before making the
switch to the volleyball tour.

‘I think it's getting to be
time for her to want to settle
down,” said Thompson.

For now, though, she’ll
keep stamping that passport
for a little while longer.

Check.
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Former Pontiac High School student Kelly
Schumacher poses with the Queen’s Cup she won
recently as a member of Perfumerias Avenida in

Spain.
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Sport helps students learn ABCs

Purchase at LAST YEAR’S PRICING

Program run by local community leader puts kids on fast track

DALE BROWN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE » At first glance,
it seems odd that a worn
gym bag containing 26 base-
balls may be the most valu-
able learning tool available
to a small group of children
under the charge of
Shawville native Shawn
MacDonnell.

The white leather and red-
laced balls are unremark-
able to those familiar with
America’'s pastime save the
lone letter of the alphabet, A
through Z, inscribed upon
each one.

The common game of
catch takes on a new signifi-
cance for these kids when
upon a successful grab, they
pull the ball from their glove
and exclaim, “X," as they
hold the lettered ball high
above their heads. Now, the
real fun begins. The young-
ster racks her brain for a
word that begins with the
seldom-used character — a
tough assignment indeed for
a six-year-old.

Not to worry, though —
should she have any difficul-
ty, the rest of the gang are
there to support her.

"X-ray,” someone may

shout or the always tricky,
“xylophone.”

Either way, MacDonnell
and his charges win, for
there are no losers at this
game.

It's all part of his Sport for
Social Change program.

“I try to incorporate acad-
emics into our activities,”
says MacDonnell, a long-
time sports and recreation
enthusiast and community
activist.

“Ill take kids who've had
trouble reading out on the
(baseball) diamond and they
learn to read through base-
ball "

MacDonnell and the chil-
dren discuss desired goals
before the activities begin
and do their best to meet
them. A child’s goal may be
as simple as catching a few
balls or learning something
new.

“(The kids) may want to
catch five balls because
they've never done it before,”
says MacDonnell. “It may be
to give someone a compli-
ment, which would be a
social goal, or to learn a new
letter or word.”

The games head toward a
final goal of constructing

sentences from the letters
and words formed from the
various baseballs.
MacDonnell gives the kids
five minutes at bat to hit as
many balls as they can in
order to make a sentence.
He says the idea is simply
to get the letters and words
out on the field. From there,
MacDonnell and his team
move to the classroom to

grammatically work out the

sentences.

“Eventually, we had 30 or
40 sentences worked out,”
he says.

“The kids and | then
added some connecting sen-
tences to form a story. I had
an {illustrator come in and
we made the story into a
booklet.”

Considering most of these
kids were previously identi-
fied as having trouble with
written language skills,
MacDonnell was pleased to
see their writing and reading
comprehension increase on
a daily basis in the past year.

“In eight months (the kids)
went from hardly knowing
any letters to actually writ-
ing a book,” he says, credit-
ing the children’s own focus
and abilities for their suc-

cess. “If they're passionate
about something, they'll take
it all in.”

MacDonnell believes
childhood learning is made
easier by delivering educa-
tional material in a manner
which excites them. He uses
sporting activities to get the
kids active and participating
in their education rather
than simply observing a les-
son and regurgitating it on
demand.

“There are so many hid-
den curriculums in schools
now,” he says. “What's
taught doesn’t necessarily
apply to these kids lives.
Why should they be forced to
read a book they’'re not inter-
ested in? If the idea of the
exercise is to learn to read,
what does it matter what the
book’s about?

“We should be explicit
with these kids and tell why
they're doing a given project
and what they’re expected to
learn from it.”

MacDonnell says he plans
his next PassEd (Passion in
Education) program some-
time in April.

Parents interested in hav-
ing their children participate
may e-mail MacDonnell at

sportssocialchange@hot-
mail.com

Morgan Welburn, a volun-
teer athletics coach at
Pontiac High School and Dr.
S.E. McDowell Elementary
School, will be aiding
MacDonnell in the next ses-
sion of PassEd and said it's a
worthwhile project.

“I think it encourages kids
to get involved,” she said.
“When Iwas in Grade 7,
some kids were afraid to sign
up for anything.

“I know I would've benefit-
ted from having a secondary
school student come in to
help. It gives them someone
to look up to and helps takes
away the fear of participat-
ing.”

Whether its learning to
read through baseball or
improving math skills
through a game of soccer,
MacDonnell hopes kids will
benefit from his unique
brand of education and
return to their respective
schools a little further ahead
than they were before.

“If one child’s confidence
level increases because of
this program, it's worth-
while.”

Hill and Morgan Welburn
took turns officiating and
helped out with coaching as
well.

“I know sports has given
me a lot,” said Welburn.
“It's helped me build char-
acter and develop socially
as well as physically. I just
wanted to give something
back.”

Thanks in large part to the
help of the volunteers from
PHS, the kids enjoyed a fun-
filled day of hoops and
hoopla. The McDowell girls,
in particular, enjoyed a
bountiful day going unde-
feated in the tourney.

“Because we went unde-
feated, | was able to play
some of my bench players
more often and everyone got
at least one basket,” said
Delaney.

Despite the implications of
the final scores, there were
no losers in the McDowell
gym Thursday. All partici-
pants displayed good sports-
manship and did their
respective schools proud.

“We challenge each other
out there,” said McDowell
student and rebound king
Nicholas Rebertz. “I thought
it was a pretty good day for
everyone.”

Shawville and District R.A.
Soccer and

Minor Ball

Spring and
Summer 2006

¢ REGISTRATION

Wednesday, March 29th

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 1st
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Shawville R.A. Hall
(or mail registration and cheque by April 1)

Volunteers needed!!!!

Programs will only run if
we have enough coaches.

Please consider volunteering your time.
Information: Kathy at 647-5029

Whll Music

Presents

-

MARCH 30th - APRIL 8th, 2006

SATURDAY, APRIL 1st

recording artist DENNIS CAMERON
will be performing workshops.

INO SALES TAX ON MARTIN, FENDER,
JACKSON, BLUERIDGE

Visit our web site: www.millmusic.ca

RENFREW 613-432-4381

1-877-GUITAR"5"

See our display

ol

378 Main St. Shawville 647.3841/Fax 647. 3002

pontiacmonuments@personainternet.com See our second location, 240 Hwy 148, Mansfield, QC

(613)

FRIDAY
MARCH 31

315-371 |

‘A S

PETE’S SALES
& SERVICE LTD.

SATURDAY
APRIL 1

i

I@@l

2107 Petawawa Blvd.. PEMBROKE

SUNDAY
APRIL 2

HUGE SELEC Tl()N OF NEW AND PRF C)WNH) Blk ES AND AT\/ S

: IKE SPHI

m

(613) 735-3518



http://www.millmusic.ca
mailto:pontiacmonuments@personaintemet.com
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LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

PONTIAC » The Pontiac's
fibre optic broadband project
has been installed and is

now operating in local
schools.
Municipal buildings,

libraries and fire halls are
connected and will have
broadband access to the
internet in May.

The project began two
years ago under the Broad
Bandwidth Network Project
headed by the Les Hauts
Bois de I'Outaouais School
Board (CSHBO). The project
eventually began working
with the CLDs of Pontiac and
Upper Gatineau, both MRCs
and the Western Quebec
School Board.

Now that 105 municipal
buildings, schools and
libraries are connected to
the fibre optic network, the
MRC is now registering the
ownership of its fibres within
the network.

The second phase of the
project will be to grant paid
access to homes in the coun-
ty. Last month, the MRC
made a resolution to register
the bandwidth, which is cur-
rently being purchased
under the name Fibre
Connexion Inc. It will act as
a telecom company regis-
tered to the CRTC by the
four partners to supply the
network with internet
access.

“The business must be
registered by a notary and
authorized by the warden for

THE EQUITY

the MRC to own the net-
work,” said Jean-Pierre
Ledoux, director general of
the CLD. Phase 2

“Then we have to imple-
ment a wireless company to
distribute,” said Ledoux of
when the service will be
available to the public.

Eventually, about 85 to 90
per cent of permanent
dwellings in the MRC will be
able to access the fibre
optics wirelessly.

The non-profit business is
expected to be up and run-
ning by August.

“It will be a gradual move-
ment, but we should be up
by mid-summer,” said
Ledoux. At that point, the
company will make propos-
als to communities.

Each municipality will be
offered the connection, and a
minimum of 40 people will
need to register before a
receiving tower can be
installed.

“The model is a co-op,
which offers the best poten-
tial,” said Ledoux, adding
that at a rate of at least 40
people signing up per tower,
the venture would break
even to cover starting costs,
and be profitable in about a
year and-a-half.

The larger village centres
will be set up first, on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Towers were set up in
each municipality along
Hwy. 148. Wireless distribu-
tion of broadband requires
an antenna to send out sig-
nals 10 to 15 kilometres

Wednesday, March 29, 2006

Flbre optics now run’ ‘'ng in schools across Pontiac

from the highest point.

To receive wireless broad-
band, a receiver antenna the
size of a pop can must be
installed on the roof of a
building placed in plain sight
of the municipality's hub.

“The tower transfers (the
signal) from the fibre optics
to antennas,” said Ledoux.

If a tower is not within 15
kilometres of your home or
in line of sight, signal to your
home would be reflected.

“Obviously it will not cover
everyone,” said Ledoux.

Since fibre optic cables
are expensive to install and
operate, Ledoux said, it is
unaffordable for a cable to
run to each home.

“To overcome that difficul-
ty, we go wireless,” said
Ledoux.

“We know we need 13 tow-
ers to do the MRC,” said
Ledoux of a map which was
designed by Xit telecom
engineers.

Each tower would cost
$15,000 to build, including
all required electrical equip-
ment. The tower is a self-
supported structure, stand-
ing 96 feet tall and spanning
five-feet wide that will not be
anchored by wire. The elec-
tronic equipment will be
placed on the top of the
tower.

In addition to the 500-
kilometre network, two
microwave towers will be
built in Sheenboro and
Rapides des Joachims that
will connect those areas to
the municipal fibre optic

) id offer the resi-
de less access, as
ace 0 Rapides des
Joachiuas by road does not
exist. Fibre optics are strung
along telephone lines.

“The system we're buying
is much faster than cable,”
said Ledoux.

Pontiac will open bids for
its bandwidth April 6. Once
the bandwidth is confirmed,
the municipal buildings will
be connected.

The technology proposed
is WIMAX. WIMAX is a
standards-based wireless
technology that provides
high-throughput broadband
connections over long dis-
tances.

Project manager Francois
Ménard of Xit telecom in
Trois Riviéres said that
WIMAX is more stable than
WiFi.

“It is better than cable
modems and DSL because it
is faster in both directions,”
said Ménard.

“It's very reliable. The
quality that you get is
insanely better.”

The download speed will
be four megabytes per sec-
ond while uploading will be
one mbs.

“The wireless network is
as good as the fibre optics,”
said Ménard. “It has nearly
as high a level of reliability
as fibre optics.”

Ménard said the wireless
broadband will be about
three times faster than DSL.

It allows users who are

sharing the signal to have

Place for Youth dinner concludes
annual recruitment program

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

BRISTOL ¢ Three weekends
of rigorous Pontiac reintrq-
duction completed, the par-
ticipants of the Place for
Youth program enjoyed a
celebratory dinner on
Sunday afternoon at Pine
Lodge.

The nine participants
enjoyed the final few hours
of the program in the com-
pany of local community
leaders and politicians at the
dinner.

The Place for Youth pro-
gram, in its 15th year, is
designed to encourage post-
secondary students from the
Pontiac who are currently
studying elsewhere to return
to the Pontiac to live and
find work.

The program is a response
to the continuous problem of
youths leaving the Pontiac to
study in urban centres and
never returning, over time
dwindling the region's popu-
lation.

On the third and final
weekend of the program,
participants listened to
Jean-Pierre Ledoux of the

CLD discuss new programs
being implemented in the
Pontiac, were told of the
region’'s job prospects in
each of their respective fields
of study, enjoyed a sleigh
ride and visited the historic
St. Alphonsus Church in

Chapeau.
The weekend culminated

with the dinner at Pine
Lodge.

For Lindsay Daley, an
aspiring nutritionist who is
studying at Kemptville
College, the program was a
good opportunity.

“It was good just to see
what'’s in the Pontiac,” said
Daley, 18 years old.

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

Attendees of the Place for Youth finale dinner enjoyed a meal at the Pine
Lodge in Bristol. From the left, Gérard Bélec of Lance Construction, Diane
Mousseau of Emploi Québec, Place for Youth participant Nicolas Thompson,
Chiropractor Dre. Isabelle Gagnon, Sylvie Benoit of Laurentian Bank and

Jacques Lance, participant.

Daley said she would ulti-
mately like to return to the
Pontiac to work, but the
chances of her doing so rely
largely on opportunities.

“It depends what kind of
work | can actually find,”
said Daley.

“Itd be
back.”

nice to come

Region seeks recycling solutions

DALE BROWN
Equity Reporter
SHAWVILLE ¢« Burn baby,
burn — oops, not any more.

As of Jan. 1, 2006, the
Environment Ministry of
Quebec banned the burning
of cardboard and other
materials at local dumps.
The Pontiac region is now
struggling with the question
of what to do with the vast
amount of cardboard dis-
carded by local businesses
each week.

“We're scrambling to find
a place to take all our (recy-
clable) materials,” said
Clarendon Mayor Jack Lang.
“We thought we'd be able to
burn (cardboard and other
materials) until the dump
closes in 2008. Businesses
had been burning until we
got the letter (from the min-
istry) Feb. 11 saying we
couldn’t burn anymore.

“Why they wouldn't have
told us (about the burn ban)
last fall when we were
preparing our budget and
could've made allowances for

a recycling plan, | don't
kKnow.”
CFER, the company cur-

rently employed by the
region to handle recyclable
materials, will not accept the
high volume of cardboard
produced by large area busi-
nesses. An alternative solu-
tion must be found.

Lang and Shawville Mayor
Albert Armstrong indicated

they are in negotiations with
a new company from
Montreal to have the region’s
cardboard shipped away for
recycling.

“This (Montreal) company
already handles Canadian
Tire's cardboard across
Canada,” said Armstrong.
“They've told us theyll take
(our cardboard), but now
they want to figure out
costs.”

A meeting with the com-
pany is scheduled for this
week.

Meanwhile, some local
merchants are doing what
they can to reduce the
amount of refuse dumped at
the region’s landfill site.

Jason Yereck of
Renaissance Variety in
Shawville is among the

region's leaders in the recy-
cling race.

His entire shop can be
considered a recycling facili-
ty of sorts as he deals main-
ly in second-hand merchan-
dise including computers
and components, furniture
and books.

“We ship in 50 to 200
books a week,” he said.
“People around here like to
read — why fill a dump with
them?”

Yereck also takes in older-
generation video gaming sys-
tems such as Nintendo and
reconditions them for sale.

“(The older systems) are
quite popular,” he said.

Some people don't want a
new X-Box sitting in their
cottage. Again, these sys-
tems would otherwise end

up in the dump.”
In addition, Yereck
encourages residents to

bring in their used batteries
and has them picked up by a
company in Gatineau to be
properly disposed of.

Ruth Smiley-Hahn, owner
of Café 349 in Shawville, is
conscious of the high volume
of cardboard and other recy-
clable materials going to the
dump and took steps to
reduce her contribution to
the region’s escalating pile of
rubbish.

Every second Tuesday,
which is recycling day in
Shawville, a veritable moun-
tain of cardboard boxes and
the like can be found curb-
side on Main Street in front
of the café.

“I put out at least 15
boxes every two weeks in the
winter and 20 in the sum-
mer,” she says. “I just don't
want to see it all in a landfill
site.”

Smilely-Hahn collects the
boxes used by Café 349 and
stores them in her basement
until recycling day, then
hauls them upstairs to pile
them at the curb. She
believes it's worth the effort
and doesn't think she has to
go out of her way to do it.

“You're either going to
throw it in the dump or recy-

cle it,” she said. “To the per-
son putting it on the curb,
what's the difference?”

Gayle Dumouchel of E&A
Carpets in Shawville said
she hasn't done much recy-
cling up to this point but
recognizes the need to do so
in the future. She thinks it
will help, however, when the
town finalizes its recycling
procedures.

“There are no bins to put
materials in except the small
blue boxes,” she says. “I
think it would help if there
were big bins nearby where
businesses in the area could
dump their recyclables. It
would really cut down on
waste in the town.”

Lang said the Municipality
of Clarendon is looking at
purchasing more large bins
to handle the volume of
cardboard being discarded
by local businesses. “We'd
bring in a bailer — much like
a hay bailer — bail it, have a
truck pick it up and haul it
away,” he said.

Recycling programs
should help reduce the six
tonnes of garbage produced
in the town of Shawville
alone.

“A quarter of our garbage
is still tin cans, paper and
bottles — things like that,”
said Armstrong. “We're
encouraging recycling right
now and soon we'll have a
company who can handle
the amount we produce.”

access to the full capacity of
the system.

“It's a big improvement,”
said Ledoux.

In particular, the project
will use the Canopy system
by Motorola, which is the
ideal technology for develop-
ing, enhancing and extend-
ing advanced broadband
networks and services, and
for making delivery of high-
demand technologies (like
broadband internet access,
voice over IP, video services
and security surveillance)
both much quicker and
much less expensively.

Once up and running, the

approximate cost of the wire-
less broadband will be about
$45 a month. Installation

‘may cost up to $200.

“It will be reliable enough
that you can take off the
phone line,” said Ménard.

Picanoc Connexion is cur-
rently applying for grants
and creating a new business
plan.

“Our objective is that
everyone will get it,” said
Ledoux. He said that in some
areas the broadband may
not be as popular as in other
areas, but the MRC's compa-
ny is willing to take a loss if
it can make it up in other

areas.
“We visited Trois Riviéres

last year and have seen how
the operation works,” said
Ledoux, of that region’s 800-
kilometre network.

“We cannot live without
this technology anymore.”

Ménard explained that the
project has jump started
programs that allows non-
profit  organizations to
acquire fibre and make it
available for the population
through an open-access net-
work.

“We are working towards a
fibre optics network that
empowers the population,

not just schools,” said
Ménard.

He said it could change
the way organizations and
the population operates.
This could be especially ben-
eficial for people with low
mobility, a problem which
grows daily due to the vast
territory of the Pontiac.

“Making telecommunica-
tion a priority as much as
roads are, will attract people
and retain them in the
region to boost the econo-
my,” said Ménard.

“That is truly what 1
believe to be the social bene-

fits of this.”

VETERINARY SERVICES *

Dr. Alida Jong M.V.
Dipl. Homeopathy

435 Highway 148
Shawville, Quebec

Tel: (819) 647-3945

Small animal veterinary services

Traditional and complementary medicine
Service available by appointment

Emergencies
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Satellite Programming, Sales and Service
Give us a call:

Tel: (819) 647-2241

Fax: (819) 647-2240
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R. PECK

Licenced General Contractor - Since 1980

Guildcrest Factory Built Homes & Cottages
Drop-off or Turn-key packages available

Randy Peck
135 Highway 105, Wakefield, QC JOX 3GO0
819-459-2424 (Call for appointment)
819-459-3098 (Fax)

www.rpeckconstruction.com

JEAN-PIERRE
PIGEON

NOTAIRE-NOTARY

CLEANING SUPPLIES

Products for

37, rue Patterson
Campbell’s Bay
Québec JOX 1K0
(819) 648-2525, 5151
Fax: (819) 648-5751

Manoir Mansfield
289(3), rue Principale
Route 148
Fort-Coulonge
Québec JOX 1VO
(819) 683-3434

Fax: (819) 683-3515

* Hotels * Restaurants
» Super Markets ¢ Food Service
Floor Maintenance
General Sanitation

Disinfection & Biotechnology ~
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Steve or Janey 819-647-2204

Pontiac Printshop Ltd.
133 Centre St., Shawville

[LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARY SURGEON]

Gros animaux

Chirurgien vétérinaire

Large Animal
Veterinary Surgeon

On Farm Visits and Emergency Service
Service a la ferme et services d’urgence

Pontiac, Quebec

(819) 210-7210

RBQ: 8007-5393-95

LOCAL SEPTIC SERVICE

Gil Cluff Septic Service

(Prop. Lorraine Cluff)

Messages
647-5306

S & JTREE

REMOVAL

Experienced Tree

Removal & Trimming

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Call Jim

Home: (819) 648-2020
Cell: (613) 880-4960

DIAL UP:
$16.95 / month

WEB HOSTING:
From $49/year

————

DSL SERVICE'

Residential $29.95
Business $59.00

1128 - 2720 Queensview Drive, Ottawa, K2B 1AS
Hours Mon — Fri 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

www. ke

netz.com

SEPTIC AND
HOLDING TANK
PUMPING
SERVICE

Toll Free: 1-800-267-0118
Local: 1-613-582-3459
MacGREGOR CONCRETE
PRODUCTS (Beachburg) LIMITED
Beachburg, Ontario

NOTAIRES - NOTARIES

Gagne Isabelle Patry
Laflamme & Associés

Notaires & conseillers juridiques
Notaries & legal counsels

NOTAIRES

Me Mireille Alary
malary @gipl.qc.ca

Me Guy Lesage
glesage@gipl.qc.ca

131A, rue Victoria, CP 569, Shawville (QC) JOX 2Y0

Tél. : (819) 647-6300

Fax. :

(819) 647-7004

Call someone who cares
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