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Allumettes tragedy sparks

Sylvia Bakker
EqQuity reporter

It's been a week and a half since
five men were killed in a suspected
alcohol-related death on Allu-
mettes Island.

And many fingers are still point-
ing the blame at Quebec bars' later
hours, specifically to the River
Club, the bar from which Bryan
Gale was ejected minutes before
his pick-up truck smashed head-on
into a carload of four young men.

"We're all just devastated by the
tragedy,” River Club owner Ida
MacNeill said Monday night.

While the club's owner and em-
ployees were still reeling over the
accident, they were dealt another
blow early Sunday morning when
a Citizen reporter was punched in
the head and had his car over-
turned by angry patrons.

Leonard Stern had been inter-
viewing Mrs MacNeill at about
1:30 a.m. when a bouncer told him
his car had been overturned.

When he went outside to inspect
it, the angry crowd began to jeer at
him, and someone struck him in

the head.
" still don't understand what

they (the crowd) were so upset
about," Mrs MacNeill says. From
what she heard the crowd yelling,
some felt the media gave Mr Gale a
bad rap.

Allumettes Isiand

Uncontrollable
If the media gave anyone a bad

rap, perhaps it was the River Club.

"We felt we did everything we
could,” Mrs MacNeill says of the
tragic night. "He (Mr Gale) was a
man out of control. No one could
handle him."

The pool table was as far as the
30-year-old man - who was legally
barred from the bar -~ got that
night.

The bouncers kicked him out,
and when they realized he was un-
controllable, police were called, the
Oowner says.

Just before police came, Mr Gale
left with his girlfriend in tow, 23-
year-old, Rhonda St-Cyr who is
still in hospital.

Minutes later his southbound
truck on Hwy. 148 crossed the cen-
tre line into the path of a car carry-
ing Donald York, 19, and Martin
Kotysan, 22, of Petawawa, and
Dwayne Sim, 24, and Bradley Du-
val, 21, of Pembroke. The four men
were on their way to the River Club.

The tragedy unfolded quickly.
Between the time Mr Gale arrived
at the River Club and the time of the
accident, only 15 minutes had
elapsed.

"“Unfortunately wer are getting the
whole brunt of the blame for some-
thing we didn't do,” Mrs MacNeill
says. Many media reports failed to
note that Mr Gale did not have any-
thing to drink at the River Club,

she adds.
On a regular weekend night the

debate about bars’ hours

D.J. starts announcing at 2:45
a.m. for patrons to call their taxis.
After closing time, bouncers are in
the parking lot to stop drunk driv-
ers. The club has even paid for tax-
1s to discourage anyone from driv-
ing drunk.

"My heart goes out to those fami-
lies (of the wvictims),” Mrs Mac-
Neill says. "The police said we did
everything we could (that night)."

Yet, the day after she spoke to THE
EQUITY, she was meeting with her
insurance adjuster in case there's
a lawsuit, and the day of the inter-
view she had received a piece of
hate mail.

The letter, from Windsor,
blamed the bar for the deaths in
'not very flattering language,”
she says.

Would an earlier closing time
have prevented the accident?

Mrs MacNeill doesn't think so.

The 1:30 a.m. accident happened
on a night the Ontario bars were
open till 2 a.m. because of the Inter-

national Plowing Match, she
points out.

She doesn’'t deny there is a lure to
come across the river to drink a
couple of more hours, but she says
many of her Ontario residents
come much earlier than the Onta-
rio 1 a.m. closing time.

They're coming because they
like the atmosphere and not just be-
cause of the extra hours, she says.

(Continued on page 3)

Children’s lives at risk

Sylvia Bakker
EQuity reporter

Janice Gougeon is afraid each
time her children cross the road to
get on the school bus.

Two close calls in one week
prompted her to file complaints
with the Western Quebec School
Board, the bus company in Shaw-
ville, Rolamond, Inc., and a local
trucking company.

The Gougeons live on Hwy. 303 at
Johnson's Lake, north of Lady-
smith. Because their house is situ-
ated on a curve, speeding cars have
little time to stop for the bus picking
up children.

Two weeks ago, a dump truck
was unable to slow down in time
and skidded to a stop beside the bus.
The skid marks were still visible

Thome

nearly two weeks later.

When Mrs Gougeon called the
truck company to complain, own-
ers said the trucker was not at fault
because he was not speeding.

"If that truck was full, there was
no way he could have stopped at
all,” she says. "There would have
been children killed."”

Just one week later, a pick-up
truck was unable to stop in time at
the same spot. Although some of the
children had already crossed the
highway, according to Mrs Gou-
geon, the bus driver shut off the
flashing lights to let the truck -
who would not have been able to stop
- pass.

She says it was only sheer luck
that her five-year-old did not cross
in front of the truck.

boarding bus, mother says

"It's a really bad corner,” she
says as she watches her children
cross the highway from the end of
her laneway.

A circular driveway next door to
the Gougeons would be a safer pick-
up spot for the children, she says.

Hugh MacDonald, director gen-
eral of the Western Quebec School
Board says they are very aware of
the situation and have reported both
incidents to the police,

"We've been stopping there for
years, and we haven't had any in-
cidents until these two" he says.

The board has asked the Quebec
Mxmstry of Transport to put up
signs warning of an upcoming bus
stop and to trim the brush along the
curve for better visibility.

~photo Sylvia Bakker

Children cross Hwy. 303 at Janice Gougeon's house, a bus stop she says is dangercus because of poor visibility.

Oktoberfest attendance ‘“‘way up”

) the Sunday

Perennial favourites, the Maple Leaf-Almrausch Dancers lent an air of German folk culture to

nmprovement

section
pages 12 & 13

[O(¢

show at the 1994 Oktoberfest in Ladysmith. For story and more photos on Oktoberfest, see pages 8 and 9.
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Equ Y Ed Of Deep River

Some people in Pontiac will be
pleased to hear that plans to build a
nuclear waste disposal site at Deep
River, Ontario have been shut
down.

After three years in the making,
a proposal to move a million cubic
yards of contaminated soil from
Port Hope to be stored on the proper-
ty of Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd
(AECL) is pretty much dead, says
Deep River Mayor Lyall Smith.
The project may die tonight at a
meeting of Deep River city coun-
cil.

Located 30 kilometres upstream
from Pembroke, the AECL property

has been the location of Chalk Riv-
er Nuclear Labs for half a century.
With four nuclear reactors on the
10,000-acre site, local people have
become comfortable living next
door to a nuclear facility.

At the same time, the people
around Port Hope have been want-
ing to rid themselves of the radio-
active soil left there from the min-
ing operations of El Dorado compa-
ny in the 1930s.

The federal Ministry of Natural
Resources created a Siting Task
Force (STF) to find a suitable new
home for the contaminated soil.
One by one, all the municipalities
in Ontario all declined, until only
Deep River was left.

Deep River mayor plans to
cancel offer for nuclear dump

A referendum among the resi
dents of Deep River and surround
ing municipalities was to be held
next spring, and the project was ex-
pected to go through. In the past few
days, that has changed.
E-1 off limits

In July of this year, the STF
picked three possible sites on the
AECL property for a nuclear waste
disposal site. Two weeks ago,
AECL wrote to the STF informing
them that they had other plans for
the preferred site, designated as E-
F

At this point, the whole plan
seemed to fall apart from its own
weight.

(Continued on page 3)
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MRC waiting out pension issue

Richard Wills
EqQuity Editor
All of Quebec is waiting for Pon-
tiac to settle the question of who
should pay a mayor's pension.

Mayors in Pontiac have not tra-
ditionally been paid a pension for
their years of public service.

Joey Peck was the first to apply,
in 1990 while he was still mayor of
Alleyn and Cawood. Mr Peck felt
that over a quarter-century serving
his municipality entitled him to a
pension.

On that, the Quebec government
agrees: any municipality can pass
a bylaw to pay such a pension.

But, because most of Mr Peck's
municipal career was served as
mayor, he felt the MRC also owed
him a pension for sitting on MRC
council or its predecessor, Pontiac
County Council.

The MRC decided that it would
pay Mr Peck's pension, but the cost
would be passed on to his munici-
pality.

"If every mayor had taken ad-
vantage of it, we would have been
wiped out,” says MRC Warden Bob
Ladouceur.

The MRC has had to sue the Mu-
nicipality of Alleyn & Cawood to
get it to repay the amount the MRC

Shawville

has paid on the pension, which now

comes to about $10,000. The suit is

still tied up in legal wrangling.
Wait it out

The Union of Quebec MRCs, how-
ever, would like to see the matter
resolved. They want to use it as a
test case for the entire province, to
establish a precedent and decide
who must pay the pension of an
MRC councillor.

Pontiac MRC would rather hold
off, though.

At their September 26 meeting, the
mayors decided to delay following
up on the case against Alleyn &
Cawood until after a related matter
in that municipality is settled.

When the present mayor, Char-
maine Hooley, took over last year,
she found the municipal records
were in a state of chaos, with bylaw
books incomplete or missing alto-
gether.

She called in a representative
from the Quebec Ministry of Mu-
nicipal Affairs, who inspected the
situation and will render a report
on the situation in December.

Among the missing bylaws is the
one authorizing the municipality to
pay Joey Peck a pension.

"If there's a bylaw for this,"
Mayor Hooley, "where is it?"

says

Three people who were council-
lors during the Peck administra-
tion have written that, when they
voted in favour of the mayor's pen-
sion, they were not informed of the

cOSL.
So. the MRC does not want to
waste money fighting Alleyn &

Cawood over a pension that may
not be legal in the first place.

Some mayors, however, feel that
Mr Peck is entitled to what he is
getting.

"The MRC has to accept its re-

sponsibility as a government
body,” says Bristol Mayor Jack
Graham, who collects no pension
from either his municipality or the
MRC.

As an MRC councillor, says
Mayor Graham, Mr Peck served

all the Pontiac, including Bristol.

Ironically, as the new mayor of
Alleyn & Cawood, Ms Hooley 1s
also eligmble for the pension, at
least for the time being.

"I'm working on getting out of
it,” she says.

Meanwhile, the former mayor,
Joey Peck, says he's happy with the
situation. "I'm getting my pen-
sion, I'm cashing my cheque, and
I'm laughing all the way to the
bank,’ he says with a chuckle.




Page 2, THE EQUITY, Wednesday, October 5, 1994

Svivia Bakker

— e —

EQuIty reporter ~ort Coulonge
Unknowingly Michel |
Sénécal paid his way into |
- not out of — jail on Fri- |
day. ‘
As part of the

la police” ecampaign in
Fort Coulonge, any mem-

ber of the public had the op- |

portunity to send a friend,
or enemy, to jail to raise
money for Centreaide.

Mr Sénécal, a teacher at
Sieur de Coulonge High
School 1n Fort Coulonge,
unwittingly donated mon-
ey to a collection students
were taking to send a fel-
low teacher to jail.

Little did he know
had just paid for part of his
15 minutes in "jail’ at
184-A rue Principale in
Fort Coulonge.

But he says given the

choice between teaching
his class and jail, he'd
take the jail.

1 didn't mind the 15
minutes off at all," he
>dys.

For $15, Mr Sénécal was

sent to jail for 15 minutes.

For $40, he would have

stayed 1n jail for 30 min-

utes; $70, 45 minutes: $100.

one hour.

Sixty-five arrests were

made throughout the day

officers, says Dean Bois
vert, director of Le Jardin
Educatif, the organization
who sponsored the event.
About $1.500 was raised
this year, down from last

Shawville Fair Registered Quarter Horse show
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Mansfield secretary-treasurer, Don Marion, was all smiles before he began his
L5 minutes in Jail" on Friday, thanks to his co-workers. The "Bonjour, la police”
campaign raised $1,500 for the Centreaide.

year.

Despite the lower num-
bers, Mr Boisvert says he

was pleased with the way
the day turned out.

one who participated,” he
says. "'And thanks to all

"I want to thank every- the volunteers.”

MacDougall wins Junior Western Pleasure

The Registered Quarter
Horse Show held at Shaw-
ville Fair on September 3,
was judged by Spike
Holmes of Morrisville,
N.Y. USA. First place
winners are as follows:

Halter Classes

Youth Mares 2 & under
& Reserve Grand Cham-
pion. Lucky Unlimited,
Tara Leigh Alexander of
Arnprior,

- Youth Mares 3 & over
and Grand Champion.
Sheezaplayboypleasure,
Owned by Keith Carnegie
of Pembroke, rider Megan
Weisneberg.

Yearling Mares &
Grand Champion. Unzip
the Majorette, Dan Dona-
hue of Renfrew.

2-yr-old Mares.
Unlimited, Tara
Alexander.

3-yr-old Mares. Jodies
Leading Lady, Heather
Hamilton, Pembroke.

Aged Mares & Reserve
Grand Champion. Shee-
zaplayboypleasure, owned
by Keith Carnegie, rider
Megan Weisenberg.

Amateur Mares 2 & un-
der. Zip She Di, Debbie
Brydges.

Amateur Mares, 3 &
over. Jodies Leading
Lady, Heather Hamilton,
srand Champion and In-
hert owner Bev Runtz Re-
serve.,

Youth Geldings 3 &
over., ( Reserve Grand)
Mr Vista Bar, owner
Mary Lou Spaull, rider
Brodie Spaull, of White
Lake, also Grand Cham-
pion. Almost to Smooth,
Christie Rankin of Wil-
lilamstown reserve.

Yearling Geldings.
(Grand Champion) Zips
Ticket To Rock, Heather
Lemke of Pembroke, rider
Doug MacDougall.

2-yr-old Gelding. Bar-
passers Irish Mist, Keith
Carnegie, rider Doug
MacDougall.

Aged Geldings. Mr Vis-
ta Bar, Mary Lou Spaull.

Amateur Geldings 2 &
under. (Grand Champi-
on) Zips Ticket to Rock.
Heather Lemke, rider
Norm Lemke.

Amateur Geldings 3 &
over. (Reserve) Mr Vista
Bar, Mary Lou Spaull.

Novice Youth Showman-
ship. Te Artic, owned by
Lorraine Sandrelli,
shown by Allison San-
drelli.

Youth Activity Show-
manship, 13 yrs and un-
der. Gramma Jones.
shown by Stacey Lattery.

14-18 yrs. Sheezaplay-
boypleasure, Megan Wei-
senberg.

Lucky
Leigh

Novice Amateur Show-
manship. Skippin Asso-
ciate, Cheryl Hitsman.

Amateur Showmanship.
The Bonanza Raider, by
Barb Kettle.

Novice Youth Activity.
Hunter under saddle. Al-
most To ;\‘rnr‘m!,h. Christie
Rankin.

Youth Activity - hunter
under saddle 13 and un-
der. Almost to Smooth,
Christie Rankin

14 - 18 yrs. Shezaplay-
boypleasure, Megan Wei-
zenberg.

Novice Amateur - hunt-
er under saddle. Impres-
sive True Star, Shannon
Townsend.

Amateur - Hunter under
saddle. The Bonanza
Raider. Barb Kettles.

Senior Hunter Under
Saddle. Shezaplayboy-
pleasure, Megan Weisen-
berg

Novice youth activity -
Hunt seat equitation.
Gramma Jones, Stacey
Lattery.

Youth Activity - Hunt
seat equitation, 13 and un-

der. Im Bari Impressive,
Jenny Runtz. 14 - 18 yrs.
Shezaplayboypleasure,
Megan Weisenberg.

Novice Amateur - Hunt
Seat Equitation. Impres-
sive True Star, Shannon
Townsend, Chelsea, Que.

Amateur - Hunt Seat
Equitation. Mr Vista Bar,
Mary Lou Spaull.

Junior Hunter under
saddle. Lucky Unlimit-
ed, Tara Leigh Alexan-
der.

Youth Activity - Hunter
Hack. Junior Value, Lau-
ra Miller.

Amateur Hunter Hack.
Impressive True Star,
Shannon Townsend.

Hunter Hack - all ages.
Junior Value, Laura Mill-
er.

Open Pleasure Driving.
Sheza Special Kay, Anne
Scharf,

Walk & Jog. Heavenly
Missile, Jaime MacDou-
gall.

Youth Activity Trail.
Shezaplayboypleasure.
Megan Weisenberg.

Amateur Trail.
eye Bar Three,

Buck-
Nicole

Poissant Sweezey, St La-
zare, Quebec.

Open Trail. Buckeye
Bar Three, Nicole Poiss-
ant Sweezey.

2-yr old Snaffle Bit,
Western Pleasure. Bar-
passers Irish Mist, Owner
Keith Carnegie, driver
Erin Carnegie-Rissi.

Junior Western Pleas-
ure - Heavanly Missile,
Owner Jaime MacDous
gall, driver Doug Mac-
Dougall.

Novice Y.A. Western
Pleasure. Almost to
Smooth, Christie Rankin.

Youth Activity - West-
ern Pleasure, 13 and un-
der. Almost to Smooth,
Christie Rankin. 14 - 18
yrs. Shezaplayboypleas-
ure, Megan Weisenberg.

Novice Amateur - West-
ern Pleasure. Ima Win-
ning Sensation, Pamela
Wilson, Metcalfe, Ont.

Amateur Western
Pleasure. Miss Docs Mel-
ody, Bernie More, Shaw-
ville.

Senior Western Pleas-
ure. Miss Docs Melody,

(Continued on page 9)

Come Worship With Us
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Anglican

Parish of nmﬁnl'o Bay
Hev Carolyn Langlord 6482948
St James Otter Lake Sat 7:00 pm
St Thomas Bnstol 800 am
St George Campbell's Bay
Second Sunday 11:00 am
Fourth Sunday 9:30 am
St George Porfagedu Fort 1100 am
Parish of Clarendon
Rev Sally Gadd 647-2475
All Sundays
9:30 am

Hol&dlnnty, Hadford
St Paul Shawville 11:00 am
1100 am

St George Thome Cantre

St Matthew Charters 830 am
Parish of Quyon

St Thomas Bristol see Campbeil's Bay

St Luke Eardiey 10.30 am

St John Quyon Closed for Summer

Associated Goo?el

Mr Lawd Hamilton 647-354
Meeting at the PPHS
Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10.00 am
Mid-week programs for all ages

Baptist
Otter Lake
For iInformation 4537668
Sunday Service 11.00 am
Sunday School 10.00 am

Church of Faith,

Praise & Prayer
Campbeli's Bay
Pastors. Rheal & Sharon Rivest
648-2929
Service
Bible Study Wednescay
Prayer Meeting Saturday

Free Methodist
Campbell's Bay
Pastor: John Foley
Sunday Worship 900
fue Prayer & Bbile Study 7.45
iue  Kids Club 615

Lutheran
ith Area

Ladysm
Rev Carl Kappes 647-5848
Zion and St John
[ imes of Services alternate weekly
between Churches 5. 304 11 am

Pentecostal
Bristol Ridge
Pastor Garry Hobbs 647-2335
Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11.00 am
Shawwviiie
Rev Richard Gray 647-2555
School 945 am
Prase & Worship 11:.00 am
Ewvening Service 7:00 pm
e SCO 6:30 pm
Wed . Bible Study 7:30 pm
-

Presbyterian

Rev Gordon H . Fresque 683-2608
Bnstol Memorial
Worship & Sunday School 9:30 am
Fort Coulonge St Andrew’s
Worship Service 11:30 am

Roman Catholic
Brnistol Mines: St Edward
Rev Fr Peter G . Prouix 647-5562

Mass Saturday 7:30 pm
Mass Sunday 9:00 am
& 11:00 am
immaculate Co
Rev Fr Meriyn Ethier 647-3879
Mass Satu 500 pm
Mass Sunday 9:00 am
Campbeli's Bay: St John the '
Hev Fr Merlyn Ethier 648
Mass Saturday 7:15 pm
Mass Sunday 11:00 am

Calumet |sland: Ste Anne

Rev Fr Marc | . Gauther 648-2122
Mass Saturday en francais 7:30 pm
Mass Sunday English 8 00 am

& en fangais 1100 am
Chapeau
Rev Fr Hamngton 686-5232
Mass Saturday 7:00 pm
Mass Sunday 10:30 am
Fort Coulonge: St Pierre

Rev Fr Douglas N. Bridge 683-2056

Messe Samed: 19h00
Messe Dimanche

Davdson 8h30

St Perre 10h30

o 19h00

Luskville: St Dominque
Hev Fr V. Robitalle
Mass Enghsh 8 30 am
Messe en francas 11h00

Otter Lake: St Charles Borromeo
Rev Fr Jean- Paul Rochefort 4537656
Mass Saturday 7:00 pm
Mass Sunday 12:00 noon
(Language alternates weekly)
du Fort: St James
Rev Fr Thomas Fitzpatnck 847-3879
Mass 7:00 pm
Mass Sunday 11.00 am
Quyon: St Mary
Rev Fr Basil 458 -2183
Mass Saturday E 7:30 pm
Mass Sunday Englsh 11:00 am
Messe Dimanche en francais 9h30
Thorme Lake Chape!
Rev Fr Peter G Prouix 647-6562
J 2 "84 10 September 3 ‘94 incl
Mass 4.00 pm

Vinton: St Elizabeth
Rev Fr Thomas Fitzpatnck 648-5898
Mass 9 00 am

Waltham: Our Lady of Per

Rev Fr A T Harmngton w
Mass Saturday 7:00 pm
Mass Sunday 9 00 am

Wolf Lake: St Francis Assissi
Frangois Bouchard ¢ ss 1 456-2506

Mass Saturday 5:00 pm
Mass Sunday 11:15am
Standard

Shawville
Rev D. MacPherson 647-2535
Sunday School 8:30 am
Moming Worship
& Junior Church 11:00 am
Evening Worship 7:30 pm
lue . Prayer & Bible Study 7:30 pm
United
Bristol Charge
Rev Ann Durant
Church Office 647-3950
Stark's Cormners 8:30 am
&AndmbTKnmw 11:00 am
Bible Study Thursday 2:00 pm
Youth Group Friday 7:00 pm
Campbell's Bay United
Rev Angus MacDonald
Morming Worship 10:30 am
Rev Sandy Soot 458-2212
United 9:30 am
Quyon United 11:00 am
Shawville United
Rev Jm
Church Office 647-2764
Sunday School 10:45 am
Moming Worship 11:00 am
United Pentecostal

Richard Wilis
Equity Editor

Pontiac

Only two weeks after be-
ing re-elected by a huge
majority, Pontiac MNA
Robert Middlemiss has
had to respond to charges
that he deliberately de-
layed the annoucement of
a gambling casino in the
Outaouais, because he
knew it was not coming to
his own riding.

Ironically, the charge
came from a member of

his own Liberal party.

On September 27, MNA
Middlemiss held a press
conference in Aylmer to
clear up the misunder-
standing.

His colleague, Robert
Lesage, MNA for Hull,

FIRE SAFE RESPONSE

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK

OCTOBER 3-9, 1993

had claimed that Mr Mid-
dlemiss deliberately de-

layed announcing the site

of the proposed casino un-
til after the election, be-
cause he knew it was go-

ing to be in Hull rather
than Aylmer.

Mr Middlemiss ex-
plained it this way: "We
had made a choice, but due
to the campaign, we were
not able to announce it."

Letter from premier

The MNA says that his

boss, Premier Daniel

Johnson, has written to Mr
Lesage to make it clear
that it was not because of
Mr Middlemiss that the
announcement did not get

the fast-track treatment.
MNA Middlemiss does
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JOHN LANGFORD

School of Dance

TAP and STEP DANCING LESSONS

Fall and Winter Classes

(SHAWVILLE and QUYON)
REGISTRATION CALL:

647-2933 days,647-3192 evenings

Casino will benefit Pontiac: MNA

not begrudge the fact that
the new casino will proba-
bly be located at Leamy
Lake rather than in his
own riding.

"We all benefit from in-
vestment in the region,”
he says.

The Hull casino, the
third such provincially-
owned facility to be built
by Loto-Quebec, is expect-
ed to generate $35 million
in net revenues per year,
says Mr Middlemiss.

Part of the profits, he
points out, will go for
health services or educa-
tion.

The casino is expected to
generate 1,500 jobs direct-
ly, plus spin-offs.

The hopes are that the fa-
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Three images of the Chutes and three images of West Pontiac.
Available at Betty Ryan Old Barge Art Gallery (wholesaler) 689-2966 Waltham
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NOTICE
TELEBEL RESIDENTS

With telephone numbers

—

cility will attract some of
the 4,000,000 tourists who!
visit Ottawa each year, but
who never cross over to

Quebec. .

With a new Parti Québé-
cois government now in
power, the possibility ex-
ists that plans for the casi-
no could change, but Mr
Middlemiss does not
think it is likely,

"The PQ will need those
casino funds as much as
we (Liberals) do,” he

points out.
"The advantages of a

casino will always re-
main."

TALK
TOME -,

I‘[\"\ YOUR "'
PHARMACIST

g

Filion-Laflamme

Pharmacy

174 Victoria Ave.
Shawville, Quebec

647-2207
S bl

: beginning with 647

You will no longer have to dial

exchanges in the Hull-Ottawa Region.

There is no longer any long distance
charge to or from the following numbers:

Area Code 819 (Hull):

243, 246, 453, 458, 561, 568, 595, 648, 770, 771, 772, 773,
775,776,777, 778, 779, 920, 953, 955, 956, 994, 997.

Area Code 613 (Ottawa):

225, 226, 228, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237,
239, 241, 244, 245, 247, 274, 350, 521, 523, 526, 560,
563, 564, 565, 566, 567, 569, 580, 593, 594, 596, 598,
720, 721, 722, 723, 724, 725, 726, 727, 728, 729, 730,
733,734,736, 737,738, 739, 741, 742, 744, 745, 746,
748, 749, 750, 751, 755, 761, 762, 763, 765, 769, 780,
782, 783, 785, 786, 787, 788, 789, 791, 794, 797, 798,
820, 828, 829, 844, 941, 943, 944, 945, 946, 947, 951,
954, 957, 976, 990, 991, 992, 993, 995, 996, 998.
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Deep River nuclear dump

own waste, .nd would
only accept the Port Hope
waste if the disposal facil-
ity were proven to provide
safe and permanent dis-
posal.

Mr Perehinec said his
company s letter to the
STF told them, "We're not
going to spend money
looking for a site. You
guys pick a site and we'll
let you now if it is availa-

ble."

Furthermore, AECL felt
the three sites chosen by
the STF would not meet re-
quirements set out by the
Atomic Energy Board of
Canada for a permanent
storage facility.

(Continuea trom page 1)

Increasingly, the word
on the street was reported-
ly indicating that the pro-
posal would fail in a refe-
rendum, perhaps out of
fear of nuclear contami-
nation, or perhaps out of
fear that it would be an ec-
onomic liability.

The STF is unwilling to
proceed further with costly
geological testing of alter-
nate sites without a guar-
antee from the community
that they will accept the
waste. Secretary General
Dr Vera Lafferty says the
STF is "waiting to hear
from AECL" about the fu-
ture of the project.

AECL, meanwhile feels
the ball is not in their
court, either.

"We were never the
proponents of this,” stress-
es AECL media officer
John Perehinec. He says
his company is proud of its

The hydrogeology, or
study of water flow around
the site was "not well de-
fined" says Mr Perehi-
nec. But, further test drill-
ing, he says, would have

R T

The Quyon Legion honored its
years executive (left to right)
deputy district commander, Ro

Litchfield Council August 2 meeting

By-law to regulate numbering of buildings

Minutes of a regular
meeting of the Litchfield
Council for the month of
August, held on Tuesday,
August 2 at the usual hour
and place.

Present: Mayor Michael
McCrank and Council-
lors Simon Corriveau,
Brendan Sauriol, Joseph
Belanger, Randy Sloan
and Barry Stitt.

Ratepayers present:
Robert Hearty, Alfred Du-
beau and Thomas Hearty.

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by Bar-
ry Stitt to purchase child
warning signs.

Robert Smith, grader op-
erator, i1s also present.

The road committee is to
inspect a road and see if it
can be widened.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Brendan Sau-
riol to purchase calcium.

Moved by Simon Corri-

veau and seconded by
Randy Sloan to donate
$1,500 to the Litchfield R
A.

Notice of motion is giv-
en by Clr Randy Sloan
that at a future meeting a
by-law will be introduced
to close the Mountain
Road to heavy vehicles,
such as tractor trailer

trucks.
Moved by Joseph Be-

langer and seconded by
Simon Corriveau to pur-
chase a new grader blade.

By-Law 201. Concern-
ing the curves on Old Hwy
8 from lot 10A to lot 11,
Range 1, to be closed to
public traffic.

Whereas a notice of mo-
tion was given by Clr
Randy Sloan at a regular

meeting on July 4.
Moved by Randy Sloan

and seconded by Joseph
Belanger that Council
adopt By-Law 201 as fol-

Sheen, Esher & Malakoff Sept 6 meeting

Fence for

At the regular meeting
of the Council of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of
Sheen, Esher and Mala-
koff held September 6
present were His Worship
Mayor Eldon Jennings
and councillors Raymond
Morris, Michael Sulli-
van, Leo Downey, Carme-
lita Gleason, and Andrew
Perrault, all forming a
quorum under the presi-
dency of the Mayor. Don
Marion, secretary-
treasurer 1s present.

Resolved that the list of
accounts payable present-
ed for September in the
amount of $16,665.83 be ap-
proved and paid.

Resolved that this mu-
nicipality approve the re-
quest submitted by Hugh
Nadeau to erect a building
on lot 33 range 10, Town-
ship of Sheen. Mr Nadeau
must apply to the Ministry
of Energy and Resources
for rental or purchase of
this lot before construction
can begin,

Resolved that this mu-
nicipality order culverts
from H 1 Hobbs & Sons.

Resolved that this Mu-
nicipality inform Public
Works Canada that we
will not accept the transfer
to the Municipality of the
wharf and ramp situated
at Fort William before the
wharf is in satisfactory

cemetery

condition.
Work done on wharf in

1993 and 1994 is already

deteriorating and should
be corrected before we ac-
cept transfer.

Resolved that council
accept the lowest tender re-
ceived from cloture Du-

mouchel Fence in the
amount of $2,848.88 for the

installation of a residen-
tial fence around the Fort
William Cemetery as de-
scribed in the tender sub-
mitted by said company
September 2, 1994.

Resolved that this Mu-
nicipality order three
loads of crushed gravel to

be spread on ICO Road.

Resolved that a yield
sign be installed at the
junction of Sarah's Line
and Fort William Road
replacing the present stop
sign,

Resolved that this Mu-
nicipality authorize the
Secretary-Treasurer to
inform the firm of Boisé
Schyan Inc that they con-
travene municipal zoning
by-laws and environmen-
tal regulations. Unless
this company ends such
practices council will
have no options but to take
legal actions.

Resolved that this meet-
ing now be ended.

Allumettes Island

.(Continued from page 1)

Nick Matechuk, of Ga-
van's Hotel in Quyon,
agrees.,

About 70 per cent of his
weekend business is from
Ontario, especially on the
long weekends.

Even though the bar clos-
es at 1 a.m. on the Sunday
night before a holiday

Monday, hundreds of On-
tarians still make the trek
across to Gavan's.

Mr Matechuk says they
aren't coming for the ex-
tra hours but because they
enjoy meeting at the bar.

"Everybody wants to
point the finger some-
where,” he says in refer-
ence to the renewed debate
on Quebec's closing time.

Catharine Labelle, of the
OK Corral in Waltham
believes if Ontario stayed
open later it would allevi-
ate the problem.

"Ontario’'s looking to
blame Quebec,” she says.
"Why don't they blame
themselves for driving
them (the customers)
away (with early hours)."

If there are any changes
in closing times, she
would like to see a com-

past executive officers with an awards dinner Saturday night. Shown are this
Cal Cummings, 1st vice-president, Ron Renaud, president, Bernard Decarie,
n Findlay, 2nd vice-president, and Lillian Weber, ladies' auxiliary president.

lows:

Article 1 that the curves
on Old Hwy 8 be closed to
public traffic from Lot 10-
A to Lot 11, Range 1.

Article 2 - The present
by-law shall come into
force according to law.

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by Jo-
seph Belanger to purchase
a Go-Hut for the munici-
pal dump.

Moved by Joseph Be-
langer and seconded by
Barry Stitt to purchase a
gift of watches for Thomas
McCoshen and Jacqueline
Brisebois.

Moved by Simon Corri-
veau and seconded by
Randy Sloan to have
McGuire Road surveyed.

Moved by Randy Sloan

and seconded by Brendan
Sauriol to apply for au-
thorization, from the Min-
1stry of Environment to do
the necessary work on
McGuire Road.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Joseph Be-
langer to remove and in-
stall a culvert on Ridge
Road.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Simon Corri-
veau to do necessary
ditching on Ridge and
Sloan Roads.

One councillor abstains
from voting.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Joseph Be-
langer to install a culvert
on Long Lake Road.

Moved by Joseph Be-
langer and seconded by
Simon Corriveau to send
invitations to tender, for
repairing Belanger Road

to several local contrac-
tors,

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by
Randy Sloan to hire Per-
nel Paquette or Jean Char-
bonneau as project man-
ager for Belanger Road.

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by Jo-
seph Belanger to write to
the Ministry of Trans-
ports and ask them to ditch
from Romain Road to Ber-
nard's Creek on Hwy 148.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Randy Sloan
to call for snowplow tend-
ers for the 94-95 winter
season,

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by Jo-
seph Belanger to send a
letter to municipality of
Leslie, Clapham and
Huddersfield on a matter

tragedy

promise, with both sides
closing at 2 a.m.

While she admits that,
for some, the extended
drinking hours are an at-
traction to cross the river,
she echoes the sentiments
of Mr Matechuk and Mrs
MacNeill when she says it
1s not the main reason
most Ontario patrons
come over to Quebec.

But the sad fact is, most
bar owners agree, as long
as alcohol exists, people
are going to drink and
drive -— no matter what
time the bars close

—photo Sylvia Bakker had to be done near the

record in disposing of its

concerning the townline.

By-Law #202. To regu-
late the numbering of the
buildings on the territory
of the Municipality of
Litchfield.

Moved by Barry Stitt and
seconded by Joseph Be-
langer and unanimously
resolved to adopt a by-law
to regulate the numbering
of buildings on the territo-

ry of the municipality and
that a by-law to that effect,
bearing the number 202 be
and is adopted and that it
be statued and decreted by |
this by-law. =

Moved by Simon Corri-
veau and seconded by
Barry Stitt to call tenders
for the sale of 20 feet of
pipe.

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by
Randy Sloan to call tend-
ers for the sale of a tank.

Moved by Barry Stitt and

seconded by Brendan Sau-
riol to hire the necessary
personnel to cut the grass
in the municipal office
yard.

Moved by Brendan Sau-
riol and seconded by Bar-
ry Stitt to write to the Régie
des alcools, des courses et
des jeux, and inform them
that we have no provision
in our zoning by-law for
this type of activity since it
1s in the agriculural zone.

Moved by Simon Corni-
veau and seconded by Jo-
seph Belanger to pay the
bills amounting to
$139,333.94.

Moved by Simon Corri-
veau and seconded by
Brendan Sauriol to close
the meeting.
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to Tues. Oct. 11
ONE SHOWING ONLY 8:00 P.M.

GANADA'S GONE GUP,
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_ korrest Gump _

DON'T FORGET HOT TICKET TUESDAY
ALL SEATS $4.00

Fort Coulonge, Quebec
Located at Octave
Grenier on the River Road

WILD MEAT CUTTING

Regular Cut or Boneless .
Moose, Deer, Bear, Caribou 35 Ib.

W Freezer Orders Available

A1 Red Brand BEEF.......... 2.34 ib.
Side of PORK oo 1.27 bb.

(Cut and Wrapped)

683-3755

HIGHWAY 148
CAMPBELL'S BAY

THANKSGIVING SPECIALS - Thurs., Fri., Sat. - Oct. 6, 7, 8
Ontario

MacINTOSH APPLES

39% b 85k
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P.E.I.
POTATOES

$5.99 ... (%

-
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PEPSICOLA $ 5 99 '
24 x 355 mL cans ® plus deposit + tax
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LIMITED QUANTITIES. NO DEALERS PLEASE

present AECL research fa-
cility, "That was not an
attractive option to ll\,' }H
SayVys
Project stalled

So, with project stalled
both AECL and STF wait
ing for assurances from
the other, and the towns-
people becoming disen-
chanted with the whole
idea, Mayor Smith has
announced he will put for-

ward a motion at this
week's council meeting
for the town to cancel its
offer.

"That ends our involve-
ment,” he says.

"We've been taking a
lot of flak, but we've been
trying to do something no
one else wanted to do,” he

FALLING

——

says.

He suggests that maybe
the town of Port Hope
would decide that the best
thing to do with the con-
taminated soil is to leave
it where 1t 18

That same 3UL’LI¢*~-U(:!‘|
was made by Waltham
Mayor Paul Ryan at the
.-\u;'rust meeting of Pontiac
MRC. Ryvans own coun-
cil has passed a resolution
objecting to the Deep River
nuclear waste proposal,
out of fear that it may con
taminate the Ottawa Riv-

er.
The Siting Task Force
has asked to meet with all
the Pontiac mayors. The
meeting may take place

in November.

PRICES

1989 BUICK LESABRE LIMITED

Auto, AM/FM cassette, air,

................................ s8,

tilt, Cruise, 4 door......eeeennes
RN TN

1990 PONTIAC GRAND AM
2 door, auto, AM/FM cassette,

4 cylinder

1989 DODGE 600

4 goor, auto, tilt steering,

AM/FM, 4 cylinder...............

Auto, air, 4 door, tilt,
cruise, AM/FM cassette

1990 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX

1985 CHEV CAPRICE

%o [o 1] - 1V} (o - | QPO

S

Auto, A/C, AM/FM cassette.

1990 FORD AEROSTAR VAN

1984 BUICK PARK AVENUE

4 door, auto, air,

B it

95 MODELS
ARRIVING DAILY

SALES DEPARTMENT OPEN SATURDAYS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

Highway 148

Baie Pontiac Buick G.M.C.

Campbell's Bay, Quebec
Iel: 648-2156 or 5554
"-a‘: blH';q;H
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Editorial

For people in a rural community,
this is the busiest time of the year
The perennial task of preparing for
winter creates an endless list of jobs
just to keep one's own family warm
and fed. How, then, do people find
time to lay down the axe and answer
the call to help meet the needs of
their neighbours?

Somehow, they do. The community
coasting on the energy
created by the agricultural fairs at
Chapeau and Shawville, both of
which require an army of volunteers
to keep running year after year.
These fairs promote farming, which
1S a business like any other. But no
single farmer receives enough
benefit from this promotion to offset
the tremendous effort and
cooperation that organizing a fair
demands. Obviously, these people do
It for the community.

1 )
1S St1il

Only a month later than Shawville
'air comes Oktoberfest Ladysmith.
In 1ts nine years of operation, this
event now draws thousands of
people to the tiny hamlet of
Ladysmith. They come looking for a
taste of the German culture that still
thrives in the hills of Thorne; what
they find i1s a three-day cultural
smorgasbord that includes
Irish, Scottish, Mexican
content.

i
AaAlS0

and

It takes hundreds of volunteers
and weeks of preparation to pull this
off, and no one gets paid a cent for it.
The steady growth of the annual
event shows how a small
community can create its own
tourist industry and do very well
with 1t, provided there is enough

The emergency never ends

community spirit to make it happen
year after year.

Just the week before, in the same
community hall where Oktoberfest
takes place, a spontaneous benefit
for the people of Rwanda raised over
$2,300, with money — and attention
from outside communities - still
coming in. The people who planned
the hastily-organized affair were
able to get everything, from food and
decorations to hundreds of dollars
worth of time and services, donated
for free so that the maximum benefit
could go to the people suffering in
Rwanda.

These are only the most recent
examples of a spirit of volunteerism
that 1s a tradition in Pontiac.
Shawville has long ranked as one of
the towns in the Ottawa Valley with
the highest per-capita contribution
to charity. To make the job more
demanding, voluntary efforts
sometimes meet with resistance, as
firefighters and tourism pronioters
go up against strained municipal
budgets.

This time of year, when one would
expect people to be hoarding like
squirrels, they are, instead turning
out in great numbers to meet the
endless needs of their community.
Already, the volunteers for minor
hockey are heading into another
season, and then it's the many
charitable projects centred around
Christmas. "The emergency never
ends,” says Canadian poet Leonard
Cohen. Neither, apparently, does
this community's willingness to
come together to deal with it.

Richard Wills

Out of the countryside: depopulation
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nething that lies

. .
§
1S Ol
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1S still sor

cause labour was needed.
five
over ten children were not
uncommon. As agricultu-
ral technology reduced the
need for labour and in-
creased the size of the prof-

marches relentlessly on.
But they are also a remin-
der of the considerable in-
vestment in money, time,

to well

land.

to move out of the country.
Some moved to the west,
others moved to the small
growing villages 1n

This week's quiz.

1. What was the former
Still others Bryson?
booming in-

hidden n the pages of

musty old books and

.'H(:l_l'(f“». (iw;{«‘;irr(i (l‘m\‘u

ments History can and is

found 1n such places. itable farm, people began
.\IH(,‘}} }‘:.".\o-'u-"'. Carll .ix!w: he

learned about the history

of a community by simply

taking a drive around the but
countryside and keeping the county.
One s eves open What 1s f’!‘Ju\t'('i Lo t}l('

there 1in the

and 1o
ﬂ\h‘l'?‘a

actually outf
hills and fields
rests can tell

about the way Pontiac once of the
Sometimes what trade
1 Yht'r’o' Cadll ;le‘» })o' re Ou
hundreds

us

existed. that

1S Nt

]
vealing

Historians 1in England
have for many years been

dustrial cities of Canada.

One other factor was in-
voilved in the (io'p(\.pulatmn
Pontiac
flourished in
r forests attracted many
of
farmers to the Ottawa Val- 4,
ley. In the early days of
the trade, the easiest way

2. Where was THE EQUI.
TY f‘l rst [)U})“.\h('(i'.)

3. Name two of four Pon-
tiac newspapers published
before 19007

The lumber

small-time
When do Orangemen
celebrate?

examining evidence "on to stock the shanties was to 5. What did Alex
the ground” to piece to- buy foodstuffs from near- Proudfoot of Fort Cou-
gether the history of those by farmers. The ready longe, John Poupore of
who left no written record market of the lumber Chichester, and William
of themselves. Old build- camp allowed farms to Somerville of Shawville

ings, foundations, fences.
and even roads can tell
much if you know what to
](mk for T}\h YO‘\'}HH-;IH‘ ()f‘
studying remnants of ear

of

areas

ly times applies equally
well here in the Pontiac. A
drive through almost any
part of the county reveals
that something definitely
from

and was

1s missing. Gone

many parts of our coun- the century
tryside are the people. however, the timber opera- 2. THE EQUITY was first
Abandoned homesteads tions had moved far to the published in Bryson from
are a famihar part of the north of the settled part of 1883 to 1888. when it moved
Pontiac IAH-if‘(«'«i;."‘ Barns the county and railroads to Shawville.
standing alone in a field had substantially lowered
fLe re the remnants of transportation costs. This 3. The Pontiac Pioneer
someone's hard-earned allowed timber companies was published in the 1850s
homestead. Empty coun- to purchase more cheaply- in Portage. The Pontiac
try churches by the score grown goods and have it Advance was begun in
attest that at one time shipped in. It was not long 1872 in Bryson. It moved
many parts of the county before these small farms to Portage in 1888 and still
were full of the back country were later to Quyon, where it
abandoned. died in the 1920s. The
The north shore of the Pontiac News was pub-
Upper Ottawa River was With the dual hammers lished for one vear in

thrive on very marginal
land in some of the back
the
Homesteads were cleared
in the hills and along the l.
river valleys. Any place
that could grow a few pota-
toes or pasture a few cattle
within
reach of the lumber camps
was .\'é'tllt'(i. B‘\' the ('H(i of
nineteenth

all have in common?

county.

Answers.
Bryson's
name was Havelock. It
the county's leading lum-
berman, George Bryson,
who interestingly enough,
lived in Fort Coulonge.

easy

Shawville. In 18.82, the

sweat, and heartache that
our forebears put into the

name of the village of

former

was changed in honour of

settled over many years,
from the first arrivals in
Onslow in the 1810s to the
last Polish and German
immigrants in the 1870s
From a population of just
over 7000 in 1851, Pontiac
grew by 1991 to almost
20,000 people. It was in the
1880s, just before people
here began moving to the
Canadian and American
west that the countryside
was at its fullest. Nine
teenth century agriculture
was so labour-intensive
that the size of farms re-
mained small relative to
our standards.
between 50 and 150 acres
were the norm, and be

Farms of

of agricultural technology
and loss of markets hit-
ting the Pontiac in the late
decades of the nineteenth
century, the countryside
began to empty. The num-
ber of farms dropped
steadily from a high of
3179 in 1891. By 1941, there
were 2232 active farms in
the county

The evidence for such a
change in the local land-
scape i1s out there in the

fields and hills., Every
abandoned homestead
and closed school and

church in the countryside
shows us that things do in-
deed evolve and that time

publisher drowned while
trying to save a local boy
in the mill pond.
course, you know about
THE EQUITY.

4. The Glorious Twelfth,
July 12 which 1s the anni-
versary of William the
Orange's defeat of the
Catholic James II in 1690
at the Battle of the Boyne
in Ireland.

5. They all owned large
sawmills in the late nine-
teenth century.
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Turning over a new leaf

Environment Forum
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photo Dave Moore

by Katharine Fletcher

Why are some leaves red,

others golden?

Whether you are walking in  the
woods, driving through Pontiac’s wind-
ing roads — or sitting at your kitchen
table looking at the trees in your garden,
one thing's for sure. You've been ex-
claiming over the c¢6lours of autumn.

We've just had a big family weekend,
where my husband Eric’s uncles and
aunts from B.C. visited our farm on the
Steele Line. On Sunday they thrilled to a
“fall foliage tour”. What we all take for
granted here in the Pontiac — the glori-
ous scarlet, burgundy and erimson of
the maples, oaks and ashes — are a nov-
elty to British Columbians. Another
couple of relatives joined us from Louth,
Lincolnshire (England). The entire
group was spellbound over the colours of
the leaves. And most had handfuls of
them when they returned to the house
ready for pressing. No doubt about it,
their neighbours and family members
back in B.C. and England will hear
about the phenomenon of autumn co-
lours in the Pontiac.

In fact, on Morningside last week,
host Peter Gzowski read letters from lis-
teners across Canada. All were about
leaves changing colour. One chap from
Alberta spoke of fall as being the season
of the larch, or tamarack, (a tree we also
enjoy here). This conifer is unique be-
cause it is deciduous, not “evergreen”
like its cousins the fir, pine and spruce.
Tamarack needles turn gold every au-
tumn. Although the letter-writer admit-
ted that westerners miss out on the East’s
broad palette of colours, he said that
these larch, which grow at the tree line
in the mountains, are just as splendid a
sighting.

So it is that the colours of autumn bind
the country together. All across the na-
tion, people just like us are sighing at
the cool temperatures — yet celebrating
the beautiful colours of autumn.

But what makes these lovely colours?
Why do the sugar maples turn scarlet,
the white ash that lovely gold-to-
burgundy, and the poplars a brilliant
yellow?

As the leaves of deciduous trees age in
their yearly cycle, their cells and circu-
lation systems wear. With the onset of
fall’s cold temperatures, the flow of sap
which circulates (like our blood)
through the tree’s trunk, branches and
twigs, becomes increasingly sluggish.
In order to survive the rigours of winter,
trees consolidate their energy by storing
most of the sap underground, in their

to circulate throughout the tree to sustain
life and health in its outer “appendages”
of branches and twigs, it flows slowly.
Because sap feeds the leaves, the dimin-
ishment of its flow is one of the factors
triggering the “beginning of the end”
for deciduous leaves.

As winter approaches, the amount of
light is reduced in our part of the hemi-
sphere. Light affects photosynthesis —
and the production of chlorophyll. Chlo-
rophyll is the green pigment present in
all vegetation, including the leaves of
both deciduous and evergreen trees.

Photosynthesis is the process by which
chlorophyll-containing cells in leaves
turn light into chemical energy. This
important process creates carbohydrates
— sugars and starches — from carbon
dioxide and water.

Autumn’s reduction of light slows the
process of photosynthesis, which in turn
reduces the production of chlorophyll.
As photosynthesis slows, and chloro-
phyll production drops, green pigmenta-
tion in the leaves fades. Other colours,
some of which have always existed in
the leaves, now come into their own.

In poplars, for example, the gold which
we now start to see has always been
present — only masked by the chloro-
phyll. Thus, as the green chlorophyl! is
reduced, the previously invisible yellow
takes over. Indeed, the golds now pre-
dominate and the poplars truly have
their own “moment of glory”!

The amount of tannin in leaves also
affects their colour. Tannin turns the
leaves of white oak and ash a lovely
golden-brown. In fact, the ash turns a
deep purple-brown: what I call a bur-
gundy colour.

Finally, there is the glorious scarlet of
the sugar maple, perhaps the most stun-
ning of our fall hues. Unlike yellow, the
red colouration has not been present
year-round. Instead, red is produced by
the amount of sugar trapped in the
leaves — a direct consequence of the
weather. The National Capital Com-
mission pamphlet called Nature Notes
tells us that “warm sunny days and
cold but frost-free nights produce the
most impressive colours”.

Get out and enjoy the all-too-brief
b.laze of colour in our Pontiac country-
side. (And, at night, step outside to mar-
vel at the starry canopy. — Have you
seen the northern lights yet?)

Katharine Fletcher is a freelance

writer and journalist living near

root system. Although sap does continue Quyon.

Letters to the Editor

THE EQUITY welcomes letters 1o the editor from our readers. Short letters are more likely to be
chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of the editor. T he editor
reserves the right to edit lefters to meet space requirements, for clarity, or fo avoid obscenity,
oel or invasion of privacy. Lettersshould be typed, if possible, and all must bear the handwritten
signature of the writer and include the address and phone number for verification purposes. The
address and phone number will not be printed. Upon request, we may withhold the author's
name, buf rarely and only for compelling reasons. Letters published do not necessarily reflect

the editorial policies of THE EQUITY.
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Every passing day
brings new life for the
Rwandans. Water and
power is slowing being re-
stored in Kigali and sur-
roundings, and it is esti-
mated that 1,200 to 1,500 re-
fugees are coming back
daily to Rwanda in hope of
finding peace and to start
a new life.

With the flow of refugees
on the increase, so are acts
of violence. Many refu-
gees crossing the Zaire
border are either being
robbed, beaten or getting
killed. The new govern-
ment is trying everything
that is humanly possible to
persuade the refugees to
come back home, but with
soldiers of the former gov-
ernment forces well
present in refugee camps
in Zaire, it makes it al-
most impossible for the re-
fugees to leave without
been harassed, and that is
the main reason why so
few refugees are leaving
the camps.

Thirty-eight personnel
of the first field ambu-
lance from Canadian
Forces Base Calgary who
were deployed in early
August and were based
near the Zaire border,
have left us Wednesday to
go back to their home base
in Calgary. The remain-
der, mostly from second
field ambulance from Ca-
nadian Forces Base Pe-
tawawa and five field am-
bulance from Valcartier,
Quebec, will soon be leav-
ing us. Their mission
was to treat refugees suf-
fering from diseases such
as cholera, malaria, ty-

phoid, pneumonia and
measles. Every day, they
would treat approximately
300 patients. They have
done a remarkable job
and can go home proud of
their accomplishment.

Also leaving us this
week was a group of air
traffic controllers from
Canadian Forces Bases
Bagotville. Their mission
was to control air traffic
coming in and going out
of the Kigali Internation-
al Airport, and to train
Rwandans who will as-
sume control of the air
space by the end of the
month. The remainder of
the air traffic controllers
are expected to leave
Rwanda within the next
two weeks.

With all our fellow Ca-
nadians leaving us, our
regiment will be the only
Canadian peacekeepers
left in this ravaged coun-
try.
Even though we have ac-
complished a lot since our
arrival here two months
ago, much of the work is
yet to come and our return
to Canada is not expected
before the end of January.
We are now helping refu-
gees to cross the border by
providing transport and
medical supplies. The or-
phanage is also keeping
us very busy as food, cloth-
ing and other supplies that
is much needed is starting
to come in from Canada.

This past weekend, we
enjoyed our first two days
off since arriving here on
the 30th of July.
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Rwanda - new dawn,
new day, new life

What has become very
rare lately happened on
Saturday. For the first
time in almost three long
weeks, we received mail,

It is very lonely at times,
not being able to go out and
enjoy any freedom. In our
first two months, we have
seen a lot, most of it being
negative. The mind can
only take so much. We
keep hearing that this
country has a lot to offer,
like the safaris and volca-
noes, but so far we haven't
seen any of it as it is too
dangerous to travel in this
country. With all the
mines planted on the
roads and former govern-
ment soldiers still around
we would rather not take
any chances.

We are finally allowed
to drink beer, but we are
only allowed to consume
two beers per person per
night. Only on Saturdays
are we allowed to drink
more beers as it is what we
call happy hour. “Sunday
is the only day of t'he"‘v("eéi;
that no one is allowed to
drink beer.

With the situation slow-
ly improving in this coun-
try, the hope for renewed
peace 1s still far away. It
1S sad to see all the refu-
gees coming home only to
suffer again. One would
think that all of this ab-

surdity will have to come
to an end soon. The new
government is doing the
best it can to provide se-
curity for the refugees, but
things will never get bet-
ter.

The value of life in Afri-
ca differs very much from
Canada. In our country,
we cherish life, but in Af-
rica life is secondary.
Seeing so many women,
children and older people
suffer the way they do is
simple unthinkable, after
all we are all human be-
ings, and human beings
are not supposed to hurt
each other. We were put on
this earth to enjoy life and
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