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Improvement committee formed

for Shawville Community C entre

The Pontiac Agricultu-
ral Society, Division A
has created a citizens
committee to assist in the
planned improvements
and new construction at
the Shawville Community
Centre.

The Renewal Committee
brings together represen-
tatives from the major or-
ganizations involved with
and concerned about the
Centre, including the Ag-
ricultural Society, the Mu-
nicipality of Shawville,
the Shawville Lions Club,
Shawville and District
Kinsmen and Kinettes,
Shawville and District
Minor Hockey and Junior
& Recreational Hockey
Associations, as well as
the Shawville Figure
Skating Club.

"There are four main
aims of the Committee,
says Chairman Don Ste-
vens. "To bring together
for concerted action those
involved in the use of
these facilities; to coordi-
nate a plan of action for
renewal: to solicit dona-
tions of money, labour,
and equipment; and to en-
sure a follow-up of the pro-

ject.”

General objectives

The general ob)ectwe of
the Committee is the re-
newal of the existing fa-
cilities in accordance
with the architectural con-
cept and grant applica-
tions of the Agricultural

Society.

In June of 1989, the exec-
utive of the Agricultural
Society chose an overall
development plan that in-
cluded the construction of
a new community centre,
1mprovements to the exist-
ing area, plus construc-
tion of an octagonal en-
trance way linking the
two.

The new 500-square-foot
centre would provide a
new space for agricultural
exhibitions, as well as for
community events and
banquets.

The first order of busi-
ness in making improve-
ments to the existing are-
na building would be re-
placement of the boards
around the ice in the rink.
A later stage would in-
clude remodeling of the
front lobby to include four
changing rooms with
showers, along with a
snack bar in what is now

the lobby area of the are-
na.

The octagonal section
would include the main
entrance to the complex,
plus a coatroom, wash-
rooms, a kitchen and a
bar. The shape of this sec-
tion would be reminiscent
of the exhibition hall
which burned in January
of 1989.

Grant promised

The Committe feels
these objectives can be re-
alized through a combina-
tion of Provincial and lo-
cal initiative. In addition
to grant funding from
Quebec the plan would re-
quire donations from in-
dividuals as well as from
local municipalities.

Agricultural Society
President Edgar Schwartz
confirms that a grant of
$150,000 has been prom-
ised from the Quebec Min-
istry of Agriculture, to be
used to replace the old ex-
hibition hall. The latest
communication indicates
that this request is await-
ing approval by the Pro-
vincial Treasury Board.

"The people of Shawvnlle

and surrounding munici-
palities must take action

now,
demonstrate to the govern

says Stevens,

ment that the people of the
local area are serious
about this development
and are ready to give to the
cause.

"In the past, many peo-
ple have expressed their
dismay that this centre 1s
used by a number of mu-
mcrpahtres says Ste-
vens. "But the reality of
our rural setting dictates
that facilities like this
must be multi-purpose.
We must now build upon
the good points and try to
forget the past.”

Four phases

The Renewal Committee
envisions the project in
four phases. Once the gov-
ernment grant 1s ap-
proved, the first phase,

planned for the summer of
1990 would see the pro-
posed community centre
"shelled" (basic walls,
roof, and floor) with wash-
rooms included. Replace-
ment of the boards around
the ice would be done in
July, 1990.

In the winter and fall of
90-91, the second phase
would complete the inside

(Continued on page 3)

Pontiac typifies the Canadian 1deal

by Kim Thalheimer
To many people unfa-
miliar with this area,

'Pontiac is just another ru-

ral place in Canada. But
a closer look shows that
Pontiac is a good example
of what the politicians call
The Canadian Ideal. It s
what 11 first ministers
tried to achieve two weeks
ago when hammering out
a deal for a united coun-
try. It is the essence of the
Meech Lake Accord.

"The French and the

English in this area have
always gotten along.”

Bert Crawford, mayor of
Litchfield, says the two
cultures never had a prob-
lem living side by side in
the Pontiac area.

In this part of Quebec,
French and English mu-
nicipalities, and often
mixed municipalities,
have existed within short
distances from each other,
with very little friction.

"People here are used to

Shawville Lions
Installation of officers

having both English and
French in their communi-
ty," says Chapeau Mayor,
Albert Collin. "They are
used to operating in both
languages and it doesn't
bother them."

But even in this good ex-
ample of a working dual
culture, some problems
have arisen. When Bill
178 was introduced by the
Bourassa government , its
provisions affected many
of the Pontiac communi-
ties directly. Bill 178 re-

=
' :‘i' a2 I
g WU

Photo by Dickson

Saturday evening, June 16th, the Shawville Lions Club hosted a "surf and turf"

dinner at the Shawville Lions Hall.

After dinner,

the new executive was

introduced. Photographed here, left to right: Laurie MacKechnie, Past District

Governor and Quyon Lion; Carson Hodgins

- Secretary, Jerry Callaghan -

President; Steve Ladas - Director; Lloyd Perry - Director; Bill Kearnan - Past

President; Darwin Elliott -

Director; Henry Longpre -

Vice president. Missing

from the photo but part of this year's new executive were Grant Rogers - Lion

Tamer; Al Kohlsmith -
Fulford - Vice President.

Director; Gerry Walker -

Vice President and Doug

stricts the use of languag:
es other than French on

oustide signs. However,
anglophone anger with the
restrictive sign law seems
to be directed at a govern-
ment and not a people.

But both mayors fear that
the rest of the country may
not feel the same. "Here,
the French and the Eng-
lish get along a lot better
than in other areas,” Mr
Crawford says. "And I
think Quebec separating
is certainly a possibility if

Meech Lake doesn't
pass.”
Five conditions are

found in the Meech Lake
Accord under which the
province of Quebec will
sign to become part of the
Canadian Constitution.

They are: recognition as
a distinct society, in-
creased powers over im-
migration, limits to feder-
al spending, a veto over
constitutional matters,
and consent to the appoint-
ments of Suprem Court

judges.

Of the five conditions
the Distinct Society Clause
is by far the most contro-

(Continued on page 3)
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~-A dream come true. Lina Romain.,an

Nine-year-old girl's dream realized

by Kim Thalheimer
Nine-year-old Lina Ro-
main of Fort Coulonge has
a little white Lucky Star
watchmg over her.
"Lucky"-as Lina calls
her new pony for short-
was given to her by her
friends at Reve-Jeunesse
Outaouais. The volunteer
organization, founded in
1989, granted three wishes

londe.

ers —where needed.”

says.
regularly.”

RCMP boat patrol

The RCMP will soon begin a boat patrol around
the area to check if all boaters are adhering to fed-
eral regulations, says Corporal Jean-Marc La-

He says the RCMP will verify that the boats are
registered with Customs Canada.
check for life Jackets oars, and fire extinguish-

Cpl. Lalonde says they will be handing out fines
to boaters who don't meet the regulations.

He says it's the first time that the program has
been done on such a large scale in the area.

"The patrol boat will be easily identifiable,” he
People should expect to see us often and
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to Lina and two other Out-
aouais children.

The children were cho-
sen from the Ottawa Chil-
dren's Hospital cancer
unit. Reve-Jeunesse Out-
aouais grants wishes to
children in remission
during their fight against
cancer.

"We've really all been
spoiled,” says Lina's fa-

"We'll also

Trial date set for

Harry Schick, owner of
the Vienna-Swiss Pastry

and delicatessen in Mon-
treal pleaded not guilty to
violations of Bill 178, in
Montreal Superior Court
on June 18th. A trial was
set for February 28, 1991,
in room 414 at 9:30.

Ernest Gregory, Presi-
dent of the Pontiac Civil
Liberties Association, was
present at Schick's court
appearance, as were
Equality MNA Gordon At-
kinson, Alan Singer, Bill
Sullivan, and others in-
terested in the court's re-
sponse to Quebec's contro-
versial sign law.

"Court proceedings were
interrupted following the
Schick case, as half of the
public in attendance stood
up and started to leave,

violation of Bill 178

creating quite a commo-
tion," said Gregory. "Both
the judge and the court
clerk repeatedly called for
quiet.”

More than one defence

Mr Schick's constitu-
tional defense has become
a matter of controversy.

While merchants are
forming an association to
detray legal costs, it

seems likely that more
than one constitutional
defence will be used
against Bill 178.
"Merchants would be
well advised to review
their potential defence ar-
guements with more than
one constitutional lawyer
in order to present a de-
fence suitable to their her-
itage, beliefs, and atti-
tudes,” said Gregory.

The PCLA will review
these different positions
in the future.

A standing-room-only
rally was held at the
Pointe Claire Holiday Inn
by Equality Party earlier
this month, to launch the
funding drive for the de-
fence of merchants prose-
cuted for displaying store
signs in a language other
than French.

Mr Schick's windows
are said to be under 24-
hour surveillance by the
Commission de protection
de la langue francaise.

"In Quebec, the word
'Welcome' needs protec-
tion, especally if it reads
in Huron and Innuit, as
well as 32 languages other
than French,” remarked
Mr Gregory.

d her father Ron with Lma s new friend, Lucky Star.

ther. "Because Lina's
wishes are our wishes."
When Lina's face lights
up as her pony rushes to
the fence to greet her (and
the carrots she brings

along), it's easy to see
which is her favorite
granted wish. Although

she shows off her new bi-
cycle and new dress with
pride <her two other wish-

es— Lina favors her
Lucky.
And so she should.

Lucky Star isn't just a
run-of-the-mill local
pony. Reve-Jeunesse
shipped Lucky all the way
from New Brunswick to

his new home in Fort-
Coulonge complete with a
new saddle and bridle
and riding gear for his
new oOwner,

Program expanding

Reve-Jeunesse has
helped three children this
year. Volunteers are hop-
ing to extend the program
next year to include ten
children.

Lina and her parents
heard about the organiza-
tion when Lina's nurse,
Francine Richard, sug-
gested she should partici-
pate in the wish program.
In February, volunteers of

(continued on page 5)

PPHS art Show
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~photo Kim Thalheimer

; PPHS student Trudy Stevens with her creation,
Ribbon Dance” at the PPHS art show. Story page 12.
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May 8 meeting

Clarendon Council

The regular May meet-
ing of the Clarendon Mu-
nicipal Council was held
on May 8 at the Clarendon
Council Hall. Mayor
Gary Hodgins presided
with Councillors Carmen
Wickens, Jeanine Wick-
ens, Garth Tracy, Claude
Richardson, Cedric Elliot
and Jack Lang in atten-
dance.

Minutes of the April
meetings were approved
on a motion by Council-
lors Garth Tracy and Ced-

Graduate

Marlene Trudeau

Marlene Trudeau grad-
uated on June 9, 1990. She
vill be returning to her
studies 1n computers. Her
proud children are Aline,
and Yvon.
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ions donate to

ric Elliot.

Visitors Yolande La-
Casse, Louis and Stella
Bettencourt and Bob Fen-
ton met Council request-
ing that Council take over
a private road at the east
end of Sand Bay. The road
committee will inspect
this road on Friday, May
11, to see if it meets the re-
quired standards.

Robert Greer met Coun-
cil requesting a culvert be
installed into the ceme-
tary on the 12th conces-
sion. Council will be
ditching there this sum-
mer and will install a
used culvért at that time.

Snowplow expenses.
Mayor Gary Hodgins re-
viewed the expenses 1n-
curred during the winter
season. The surplus will
be used to purchase a new
grader.

Bank of Montreal. Mo-
tion was made by Crs Car-
men Wickens and Jack
Lang that Council accept
the proposal put forth by the
Bank of Montreal for
banking services and that
Mayor Gary Hodgins and
Secretary Lorna Younge
be authorized to sign the
agreement.

Building Inspector’s Re-
port. Rick Allen presented
the building permits to
date: 1. Jerome Aylward -

septic system. 2. Chris-
tiane Coté - renovations
and garage. 3. Neil

McDowell - replace wood
shed. 4. George Willis -
House. 5. Mary Swain -
deck.
Committee Reports:
Fire: Motion made by
Crs. Jeanine Wickens

Dr S E McDowell
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‘ollowing the "surf and turf’ dinner held at the
Shawville Lions Hall Saturday evening, June 16th,
Past President Bill Kearnan presented Nancy Alex-
ander, vice-principal, with a $2200 cheque to purchase
a computer and printer for the Dr S E McDowell

School.

and Claude Richardson to
give the firemen permis-
sion to use the old Cuth-
bertson house for a fire
practice providing Mr
Thompson signs a letter
agreeing to the proposal.

Motion was made by Crs
Garth Tracy and Cedric
Elliot to discuss the costs
of the training day to be
held on May 26th at the
next joint Fire Committee
Meeting.

CPTAQ. Motion was
made by Councillors
Garth Tracy and Cedric
Elliot to recommend to the
CPTAQ that Elwin Ste-
phens be given permis-
sion to subdived the re-
quested lot fron Lot 28A
Range 13 due to the fact
that there has been a mo-
bile home on his lot since
August of 1978.

Correspondance: 1. Copy
of a letter sent by Cedric
Tubman to Leonard Vin-
cent and Mary Lemaire
re: line fence. 2. Letter
from Michel Coté re: P.
Lot 1 and 6A Range 9. 3.
Letter from Bob Middle-
miss re: resolutions sent
concerning Department of
Transport. 4. Letter from
UMRCQ re: additional
funds. 5. Letter from the
Ministry of the Environ-
ment re: EPF. 6. Letter
from Bob Middlemiss re:
Job creation projects. 7.
Letter of introduction
from H G Télécom Ltée. 8.
Letter from Telebec re:
digging where cables are
burried. 9. News letter re:
Centenial Fountain Coins
to support associations for
Canadians with disabili-
ties. 10. List of new codes
available from the MRC.
11. Information sessions
of the "Green Plan”. 12
Job application from Ruth
Armstrong. 13. March
mutations. 14. Offer for
translation services from
Viviane Murray.

Motion was made by
Councillors Jack Lang
and Garth Tracy to write
David Lalonde due to
complaints from neigh-
bours requesting that he
keep his used cars etc. in-
side the fence.

Motion was made by Crs
Claude Richardson and
Jack Lang to give Brian
Williams permission to
fill in the ditch in front of
his property with the un-
derstanding that Council
can put the ditch back in
place , should it become
necessary, with no re-
sponsibility for damages
to his lawn.

Motion was made by Crs
Garth Tracy and Cedric
Elliot to pay bills amount-
ing to $47,909.07.

Motion made by Cr.

| Garth Tracy to close the

40th reunion f

Beulah MacDougall or-

ganized a 40th reunion of Joan (Stark) Bakker; El-

the 1950 graduating class
of Victoria Avenue High
School, Shawville, on Sat-
urday, June 16th.

A large number of grad-
uates, some with spouses,
met at Pine Lodge, Bristol
at 5 pm for a two hour so-
cial time after which a
lovely dinner was served.
Beulah had arranged for

decorations in the form of

gariet and grey balloons
in abundance.

Willie Lang asked the
blessing before dinner
and after dinner Beulah
read messages from some
of the 1950 grad class who
were unable to attend due
to family and other com-
mitments. Willie Lang
and Wilda (Telford) Por-
tugaise recited humerous
poems to the enjoyment of
all. A disco was in opera-

tion but due to the heat. !

most chose to wvisit and
reminisce amongst the
lofty pines oudoors.

On Sunday, June 17th,
Beulah and Roley Mac-
Dougall hosted a gradua-
tion brunch at their farm
in Stark's Corners. Eve-
ryone attending enjoyed
another visit and a sump-
tous brunch. The after-
noon was spent taking
pictures, swimming and
enjoying Beulah and Ro-
ley's hospitality.

Rumour has it that plans
are already underway for
a 50th reunion, as one of
the "50" grads was heard
to say See you in 2000",

Graduates present were
Grace (Corrigan) Angus;
Brent Horner; Ron Rus-
sett; Willie Lang; Wilda

meeting at 12:00 mid- (Telford) Portugaise;
night. Jean (Beattie) Wallace:
SHAWVILLE - CLARENDON
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
IPITRIR o506 0000050 065 o0 unathso 64 0eRAEREIPIERREITRVOPURIEY 819-647-2239
QUEBEC AMBULANCE ..........ccovvue. 1-800-567-1280
Lt g kg O UUOORR—— 819-647-2211
RIRIRIEE cicsoninidssnoihonioaisbbssaiisommidentuiperons 819-648-2141
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Jean (Stephens) Murray; Bryan; Wilma (Brown-
lee) McLean; Beulah
leanor (Howard) Little; (Cotie) MacDougall;
Marshallene (Howard) Mary (Hanna) Wall;
Campbell; Stan Horner; Clara (Little) Russell;
Joan (MacFarlane) Ell-

Ron Russell; Kervyn Bur-

man; Isobel (Whelen) ott; and Gerald Perry.

The family of
RUBY and NOBEL RUSENSTROM

wish to invite friends, neighbours and
re.atives to join them in celebrating their parents’

50th Wedding Anniversary

OPEN HOUSE from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 30th, 1990

at the Bristol Town Hall
BEST WISHES ONLY

PRSI SR I T A Ee oL e

' MIXED PARTY

in honour of
' Lynn Fitzsimmons and Kirk New

i Saturday, June 23rd, 1990
I al

g River View Inn, Norway Bay
| 9:00 p.m.
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GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Mr. and Mrs. John Telford

We are proud

and honoured
to announce
our parents

50th
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

O

N
June 19th,
1990.

With our love
and admiration
your children,
Lloyd, Marie,
Rick and Glen.

See next week's EQUITY for details describing outstanding specials during the . . . ..

o s g o

I S i vy

b

b
B

o\

(’R\\ug\ 5:“‘(.“ ' 0

V\ ‘) e YN “wW \ @ v

(\\ Q 0\

L ass

HAPPY 75th BIRTHDAY
MOTHER and GRANNY

May the Lord
Bless You with

Health & Happiness

Love
The Family

The family of
MICK and JULIA TALLON

are having a family gathering
Other Tallons, relatives and friends are invited
to join them for coffee and refreshments in the
Sheenboro Parish Hall after 11 a.m. mass on

Sunday, July 1st, 1990

Parade to Brennan's Recreational Farms followed by reception. |} |

Mixed Stag

in honour of

Cecile Dumont & George Bergeron

Gavan's Hotel, Quyon, Quebec
Friday, June 22nd, 1990
Live Entertainment
9:00 p.m.  $2.00 per person

Gifts for
any occasion

Daffodil Boutique

SUPER SIDEWALK SALE

R e
IN SHAWVILLE

Pine Lodge Road, Bristol, Quebec

NOW OPEN -
Nearly New Section

BUSINESS HOURS
Wed. -Sat. 9a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday Closed

647-2944
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(continued from page 1)

of the centre.

In the spring and sum-
mer of 1991, the third
phase of the project would
be to remodel the existing
arena lobby into dressing
rooms, etc.

In the spring and sum-
mer of 1992, the existing
arena building could un-
dergo improvements to the
exterior, roof, insulation,
wiring, lighting, bleach-
ers and upgrading of the
ice plant and related
equipment.

Cost

The Renewal Committee
hopes that the government
grant, along with insu-
rance from the loss of the
original exhibition hall
and the Agricultural Soci-
ety's existing improve-

C ampbell's Bay-thchﬁeld

|

Fire Department draw winners

Winners of the Air Canada ticket draw held at the annual Campbell's Bay-
Litchfield Fireman's Ball on June 16th were Nancy and Guy Lariviére (centre).
The tickets were drawn Saturday night by Air Canada representative John Shea.
The tickets are good for return fare for two to anywhere within Canada that is
~served by Air Canada. Presenting the tickets to the lucky winners on June 18th
.were fire Chie” Atholl Smith (left) and Fire Department President John Morin
(right). Funds raised in the draw will go towards completely outfitting the fire-

men with protective fire suits.

RCMP office opened
in Campbell's Bay

Pontiac County's new
RCMP detachment opened
up its doors last month in
Campbell's Bay and the
two officers in charge are
just about settled in.

Corporal Jean-Marc La-
londe is head of the de-
tachment. He is original-
ly from Hull, Quebec. Cpl.
Lalonde previously
worked in Montreal in the
Narcotics Unit and after-
wards was in charge of the
District Narcotics Unit in
Chicoutimi, Quebec.

"Opening a detachment
from scratch is quite the

expenence " Cpl. Lalonde
says. 'I decided to take
advantage of the opportu-
nity that was being of-
fered to me.”

Constable Jerome Ayl-
ward, also with the detach-
ment, is originally from
Newfoundland. He
learned French in Mon-
treal during a six month
training program,

He has been with the
RCMP since 1982 and has
always worked in Quebec.
Const. Aylward has
worked in Val d'Or,
Mont-Laurier, and Saint-
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RCMP Corporal Jean-Marc Lalonde.
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RCMP Constable Jerome Aylward.

~photo Richard Wills

(continued from page 1)
versial. The clause calls
for an interpretation of the
Constitution "in a man-
ner consistent with... the
recognition that Quebec
constitutes within Canada
a distinct society.”

"I don't think Mr Bou-
rassa is being unreasona-
ble with his demands,"
says Mr Collin. "Let's
face it, Quebec is a distinct
society.”

But not all mayors think
Premier Robert Bourassa
is reasonable with his de-
mand of a Distinct Society
Clause. "I'm afraid we
won't be able to get a news-
paper in our language,”
says Joey Peck, mayor of
Alleyn and Cawood.

Jean sur le Richelieu. He
says he came to the area
because he prefers small
detachments.

The detachment an-
swers any calls that relate
to federal statutes, such as
the Narcotic Control Act
and the Parole Act .

Cpl. Lalonde says the
detachment also offers an
information service on
federal statutes enforced
by the RCMP in Quebec.

The new office 1s on
Highway 148, next to the
Ministry of Conserva-

ERNEST GREGORY
Small Business Consultant

» Financial Statements +Accounting Services
» Information Systems
» Marketing analysis « Tax Planning

:

Sweetheart Roses
132 Centre St., Shawville

J
CORSAGES & BOUTINEERS %
b T e A SR

$15.00 per doz. g
cash and carry
Z (while quantitles last)
’Va[[ey
647-5632; -
NAME YOUR GAME AND THEN
CHECK THE CLASSIFIEDS

Saturday Only
F LOWERS AND (,IFTS X
FOR WHAT YOU NEED.
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CONTEST
Village of Shawville

The Municipal council of Shawville is
encouraging ALL residents to partici-
pate in this contest by making neces-
sary repairs, removing junk, cutting
grass and hazardous weeds and com-
pleting any other improvements that
would make their property more at-
tractive.

The following categories will be
judged June 25-30, 1990:

1. Most Attractive Residential
2. Most Attractive Commercial
(Flowers/Window Display)

3. Most Improved Property

In each of the above categories there

will be three prizes awarded.

Ist Prize - $50.00 gift certificate &

plaque

2nd Prize - $25.00 gift certificate &
| appreciation certificate J

P’ v 3rd Prize - $10.00 gift cemﬁcate o N

.. & appreciation certificate .~

ment fund, will cover the
cost of shellmg in the new
community centre.

The cost of completing
the interior of the centre is
estimated at $65,000.

The cost of rebuilding
the delapidated board
around the ice surface in
the arena is estimated to
be upwards of $50,000.

The entire cost of the ex-
tensive remodeling of the
present lobby area is esti-
mated at $150,000.

This would mean that
the total local input re-
quired for the plan would
be $265,000.

Donations
The Committee has de-
vised a donation plan,
whereby interested indi-
viduals can make a sug-

Mr Peck's fear stems
from the fact that Meech
Lake contains no refer-
ence as to whether the Dis-
tinct Society Clause af-
fects the Charter of Rights
as applied in Quebec.

A body of legal experts,
however, drafted an opin-
ion that the Charter is not
impinged by the clause.
This was attached to the
first ministers agreement
worked out earlier this
month in Ottawa, but other
experts have disagreed
with this opinion.

The letter calls for an
interpretation of the Char-
ter "in a manner consis-

tent with the duality of
Canada and the distinct

society clause,

" but adds

GREGORY BUSINESS SERVICES

647-3357

Renfrew
(613) 432-4341
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B Improvement committee formed Engaged

gested donation of $200, ei-
ther in a lump sum or
broken up in a series of
postdated cheques.

"The goal is for con-
cerned individuals to do-
nate $200 as a one-time ef-
fort to see the reality of this
project,” says Stevens.

"Other amounts will be
received, but $200 is the
suggested amount.”

Temporary receipts for
income tax purposes will
be issued immediately by
the Committee for all do-
nations of $10 or more. Of-
ficial receipts from the
Agricultural Society will
follow.

Special funds for the pro-
ject have been established
at both banks in Shaw-
ville.

Pontiac: the Canadian ideal

"rights and freedoms are
not infringed or denied by
the application of the dis-

Ryan ’ Bayllss Pholo by Studio Andrée

Mr and Mrs Carson Ryan of Shawville, Quebec, are
pleased to announce the forthcoming marriage of
their son Kelly, to Carol Bayliss, daughter of Mr and

tinct society clause and
continue to be guaran-
teed."

Mrs Ernest Bayliss of Gloucester, Ontario. Wedding
to take place on July 28th, 1990, at St Edward's Catholic
Church, Bristol, Quebec.

/

Yrad Portraits

This Saturday !

June 23 1990
At

Call 647-3746

ATTEEEFEE

ST LAURENT SHOPPING CENTER 749-9489

/
THE FASHION SHOP

For Your Appointment
& More Information

fEIT

beware the bill of goods.

Some equipment owners pay a premium price for the
manufacturer's branded lubes, believing that's the only
way to protect their warranty. It’s not. If you use a
product recommended by your Esso lube supplier and
follow the manufacturer’s lubrication guidelines, you're
covered. Esso Petroleum Canada will replace or repair
during the manufacturer’s warranty period, any farm,
construction or line-haul equipment that's damaged
through a lubricant-related failure. And you may pay
less for your lubes than you're paying now.

Imperial Oil

Now that you've paid the bill of sale

B & T Dunbar Petroleum

Esso Sales Assoclates

Pembroke Shawville
(613) 732-7492 (819) 647-2228 Albert J. Dunbar
1-800-267-5889 President
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When a puzzle seems to have no
workable solution, sometimes the
problem needs to be re-defined. While

this may not always produce an easy
answer, sometimes it indicates that the

wrong question was being asked in the
first place.

The action of Native MP Elijah
Harper to block the passage of the
Meech Lake accord in the Manitoba
legislature has forced Canadians to
remember that to form the government
in the image of two founding peoples
would ignore both the contribution and
the cultural plight of Canada's native

races,

While English and French Canada
stood nose-to-nose over the accord,
Harper's move forced them to listen to
what had, until then, been merely a
voice crying in the wilderness. At this
point it was no longer possible to carry
on with an image of Canada that
preserves and promotes two official
cultures while ignoring the pre-
existent human rights of aboriginal

people.

Just at the point where the Mulroney
government had succeeded in wearing
down opposition to the accord, and
many Canadians had been convinced
that they must "hold their noses” and
pass an admittedly flawed agreement,
along comes a reminder that the

Harper puts things in perspective

document simply does not address the
Constitutional concerns of Canadians
in any sort of wholistic way.

Native culture obviously represents a
"distinct society" within Canada, and
one that is in grave danger of becoming
an extinct society. Any Canadian
Constitution that does not deal with
their concerns properly would be a
monument to injustice,

To work out a more equitable
solution, the people of Canada must
possess an understanding of
wholeness, as well as a capacity for
lateral thinking. They should also have
an appreciation of the irony of their
present situation. As the nation holds
its breath to see whether it would be the
French or English Canadians who
would ultimately scuttle the accord,
along come the Indians and make that
question irrelevant.

Three days from now Canada may or
may not be standing on the brink of
disunion, depending upon whom you
believe. Or, as always, there may be an
unexpected third scenario, in which
the country has the patience and vision
to reshape itself in the image of justice.

Harper's actions may be audacious,
but they force Canadians to step back
and take another look, and that 1s
always refreshing.

One man that I knew
and liked as a young lad
back in the twenties was
Michael Gibbons.

[ don't think Micheal
went to school long enough
to be able to read or write
but he could tell you about
things that happened
around this district before
my grandfather bought the
two hundred acres in 1876
and homesteaded on the
farm that is still occupied
by my brother at the head
of the Steele Line.

The train had just ar-
rived at Arnprior and
would come to Pontiac
soon and my grandfather
was a captian on the boats
that plyed the Deschene
Lake for the Union For-
warding and Railway
Company and he saw the
handwriting on the wall
or water as far as river
transportation was con-
cerned.

Now, my old friend Mi-
chael worked the farm in
a primitive way. A bache-
lor, he stayed with his
mother until she died and
then with spinster sisters.
With the help of a couple
months in the shanties
each winter, he was able to
bring in some cash to keep
things going. Michael
liked horses and all his
spare cash and time was
spent on them.

One big event every year
was the ice races. The
first during the first week
in January and the big
event was during the first
week in March. Michael
made sure that he was
back from the shanties for
the March races. I should
tell you that Michael was
known all through the

Pontiac for being an ex-
pert scorer and hewer, It
was in the scoring where
he became known as the

Rustic Rhetoric

by. E.B.W. Mulligan

The story of
Michael Gibbons

scorer who could score just
deep enough so that a score
mark never showed on the
hewn timber. The time
was around the late 1890's
just before the demise of
squared timber and the
river rafts.

For years, Michael en-
tered horses in these ice
races on the Ottawa River
at Quyon. For the March
races, people with their
horses and carts came
from Pembroke, Renfrew,
Fort Coulonge, Shawville,
Arnprior, Ottawa, Aylmer
and other far away towns
for the three-day races.

There was a Mr Dona-
hue from Arnprior who
had a string of prize win-
ning horses and every
year he had horses entered
in every class of the three-
day event. Mr Donahue
died in 1895 and his wife,
who didn't know anyth-
ing about horses or rac-
ing, decided to get rid of
all the horses and equip-
ment through a giant auc-
tion sale.

Michael did have a few
hundred dollars so he
thought he would latch
onto a horse which would
win him a race. The prov-
en horses all sold for high
money, Michael used to
say. Then late in the sale,
a lively two-year old
chestnut stallion was put
on the block and Michael
bought it for $110, a high
price when men earned
$1.00 per day in the shan-

ty.

Michael took the chest-
nut stallion home and
called him Parnell after a
famous Irish politician.
He made a race track in
the middle of the crop field
which was 60 acres with
no fences except line fenc-
es. Michael taught Par-
nell with blinds on and
pretended other horses
were trying to pass him.
Michael knew that Par-
nell was good but he kept it
a secret for a year and
when Parnell was three
years old, he entered him
in the ice race in four dif-
ferent classes. This was
usually not allowed but
they allowed Michael to
enter because he had nev-
er had a winner in eight
years racing so they want-

ed to appease him.

It was March 7, 1897, the
ice was good and crowds
were gathering. The ho-
tels were full and there
were no stalls left in town.
The junior horse race was
called for 3 o'clock and
Michael was entered and
after three rounds of the
track Parnell was coming
in second and didn't want
to advance even with a few
cracks of the whip. Mi-
chael was disappointed but
he then realized that he
didn't have the blinds on
and Parnell was mixed up
with all the horses doing
the same thing but he
came in second and was
satisfied.

The next day, Parnell
was blinded and when the
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Richard Wills

Lower Canada race came
up, Parnell took off and
led the race and won. Mi-
chael was ecstatic. The
first race he had ever won.
That afternoon at 3 pm,
they held the Upper Cana-
da race and Parnell
again came in first. Eve-
ryone was gathering
around offering Michael
high dollars for Parnell
but he turned them down.

The climax of the race
came on the third day
when they held the Valley
race. The horses lined up,
all seven of them, and
when the gun shot, they
were all off. Parnell start-
ed off last but since he had
the blinds on, he had nev-
er seen a horse ahead of
him so on the home stretch
of the third round, he over-
took the field and won the
race by three lengths.

Michael was the proud-
est man in Quyon and had
won three first prizes and
one second and had near-
ly $1,000 cash. He stabled
Parnell in Kirwin's
Stables and enjoyed an
evening of congratula-
tions.

Michael fed and watered
Parnell at 10 pm on March
9 z]md went to bed at the ho-
tel.

Michael awoke early
next morning and went
out to see his prize stal-
lion. He said he felt anx-
ious before he went to see
him, but he wasn't pre-
pared for what he saw.

Parnell was dead in his
stall.

Make your move.
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More histo

Dear Editor:
Please allow me a little space in your paper to ask the

public for information regarding life prior to 1900 or
even 1950, in Pontiac County.

The reason for asking for this is the fact that when
anyone wishes to understand life in this part of the
Province of Quebec, there is so little material availa-
ble. For instance, if a university student is writing a
thesis, perhaps on the Development of Agriculture in
Western Quebec, or maybe the pedagogical aspirant
attending McGill who wishes to make a special study
of Education in the Pontiac prior to 1900. Or the young
seminarian in Ottawa who is looking for early history
on the English-speaking parishes as separate from the
french ones in the Province of Quebec. Or someone
tracing a family tree.

It is the function of the Pontiac Historical Society to
gather the material for this and keep it in our archives
located in the Protestant school in Campbell's Bay
where it will be available when needed.

Would it be possible, therefore, for all churches,
schools, agricultural societies and other institutions to
compile their history with all available information
and sources and present copies to the Historical Society
for future references?

Our little archives is open to the public on Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons from one to three in the af-
ternoon on days when the school is open. Let me assure

you that all information received is carefully filed

and available on the above days.
Any help we receive in this project will be gratefully

received. .
Yours truly

Annie Gamble
P O Box 364
Shawville, PQ
JOX 2Y0

Bell's Lake accord
Response to

Metcalfe on Meech

Bell's Lake
June 17,1990

Dear Editor,

The following is in response to the letter "Metcalfe
on Meech,"” printed in last week's EQUITY.

Believing certain ideologies, and working toward
these goals, seems to me to be each and every human
being's right, and one right each person should follow
through on to the best of one's ability.

Creatively, Canadians have come to where we are
today. As Mr Metcalfe points out, Sir John A said of
French Canadians, "Call them a faction and they
will become factious." I agree 100 Percent. However,
does "faction” not denote a group which is "distinct”
from another one? Think about it.

Second point: Trudeau did not promise "a federal-
ism that would meet the concerns of a very Quebec
government." He proved that in 1982, when he did not
meet the demands of a separatist or a nationalist gov-
ernment. I wouldn't. Trudeau wouldn't. Chrétien
wouldn't. Yet, apparently, Mr Metcalfe would.

The Meech Lake accord does not answer the most
moderate demands of Quebec in the last 30 years. It
answers a compilation of Quebec demands of the last
300 years.

Yes, all of the issues in Meech were discussed dur-
ing the 60's and 70's, yet they were turned down by a
federal government that Mr Metcalfe supported. Why
the change now? Yes, Meech was the product of a
dream in a locked room, on the spur of the moment,
because the federal government of the day did not
have the ability, as did previous governments, to say
"no!" So, if Meech meets "a higher test of democracy"
than previous agreements, we can easily say that this
"test” has failed, and we should try again.

The deadline can easily be extended by simply re-
introducing the Meech Lake accord again to each leg-
islature. If it is so important to Quebec, let Bourassa
show us that he will keep on for a "federal” deal.

Apparently, Mr Metcalfe is prepared to let the courts
decide what "distinct society” means. I am of the
school that states the meaning should be written down
by elected members, and keep the courts as far away
as possible from the creating law. Is that too much to
ask when the description of the country is at stake?

Therefore, I ask Mr Metcalfe to answer his question
as though he were Mr Bourassa, yet with one word:
"yes" or "'no.” Does Meech allow Quebec to do the
same thing without invoking the "notwithstanding”
clause? I say "yes!" I also say that Quebec will have
the power to create five-dollar minimum wages for
men and-two dollar minimum wages for women, in
order to bolster their sagging population. Maybe I'm
right, maybe I'm wrong. But if I'm wrong, I want
Bourassa to sign his name to the paper that tells me so.
Is that too much to ask?

Mark Alexander

Mock arrests make
successful fundraiser

Dear Editor,

The workers of the Jardin éducatif du Pontiac would
like to thank the people of Pontiac for their generous
support of our fundraising day, "Bonjour police," also
known as "Kangarco Court." The response was over-
whelming. So much so, that we are sorry if we didn't
show up in time to make some arrests we had hoped to
make. But next year we'll be prepared.

This event would not have been as much fun and re-
alistic-looking without the help of the Quebec Police
Force. Sergeant Hamel and Corporal April gave us
their full collaboration. Officers Raymond Bibeau,
Daniel Potvin, and Jacques Piché really played their
roles to a "T".

We would also like to thank CHIP-FM for allowing
us to be on the air "live," so that we could broadcast the
information about our prisoners to the people of the
Pontiac.

And last but not least, thanks to THE EQUITY for
covering the event. The money raised, as well as the
volunteer efforts of those involved, benefit the young
people of the community.

René Corriveau
Jardin éducatif du Pontiac
683-3221
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Dear Editor:
I for one, feel that a way must be found for recycling

garbage in the Pontiac and other rural areas.

Everyday so much valuable recyclable material is
dumped, thrown out, burnt or buried. Too many citi-
zens of this earth are too wrapped up in their own little
worlds to care about the environment. Yet if their roof
leaks, they fix it. Well, the roof of this planet is get-
ting ready to cave in so people had better start to wake
up toit.

%ne idea is that large metal bins should be placed at
each dump site. One for bottles, one for plastics, one
for papers and so on. Periodically these bins should be
picked up and transported to recycling plants. The
more people that contribute their selective garbage, the
more viable this project would become. I can hear the
cries now that this could not be affordable. Well, it has
to be afforded one way or another. If your plumbing
breaks down, you afford to fix it. Well, the world's
plumbing is in pretty bad shape right now and it is
time we all came together and did something about
fixing it.

Money always seems to be found for other projects,
with grants or funds for this and that. Well, if local
governments wanna get on a job creation kick, they
could start by hiring people to supervise these metal
bins, making sure everything is properly placed and
taken care of.

The mayors of the Pontiac should quit their compla-
cency and take the iniative in leading the way.

Paul Stanworth
Tubman Line
Thorne, Quebec

MP's speech tactless

Dear Editor,

I am writing in regasds to an article that appeared
in the Toronto Star on May 22, 1990, written by Na-
tional Affairs Correspondent Carol Goar. The article
was entitled "Clumsy Tory worsens clash with eth-
nics.

The article begins with (and I quote):

"Ottawa - The provocation was so needless, so
clumsy. It was Friday morning and no one was pay-
ing much attention to the debate in the House of Com-
mons. An obscure Conservative back-bencher got up
to give the government's final arguements in favor of
a new department of multiculturalism.... The Tory
spokesman, Barry Moore,...explained that the mini-
ster for multiculturalism, Gerry Weiner, couldn't be
in the House because of an out-of-town engagement.
He then launched into a speech so graceless and in-
sensitive that it reverberated far beyond Parliament
L) -

It seems to me that in these trying times of political
unrest, the Conservatives should have used someone
with a little more diplomacy to present the govern-
ment's new bill (C-18) on multiculturalism.

Mr Moore, who is MP for Pontiac-Gatineau-Labelle,
and also Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
State for Small Business and Tourism, should have
used his office to solve some of his riding's economic
problems instead of making "...abusive statements
towards ethnic minorities,” as quoted by Lewis Chan,
President of the Canadian Ethnocultural Council.

To prove this case and point, let's look at what hap-
pened earlier this year with Pyrok North America.
The project, which was to have been located in the
Pontiac sector of Mr Moore's riding, was refused
funding by the federal government, but was approved
two months later by the same federal government for
Ontario. A loss of some 80 jobs for the Pontiac.

Is this a sign of our MP's lack of political savvy, or
is this his subtle way of constantly reminding us that
Pontiac was the only county that did not vote HIS way
in the last federal election.

Either way, it is the citizens of this county who will
end up suffering the most.

In closing, let me again quote from Ms Goar's arti-
cle. "This is no time for Weiner to entrust his portfo-
lio to a tactless Tory back-bencher." Should we not be
asking ourselves the same questions regarding the
fate of Pontiac County?

Robert Bertrand
Fort Coulonge
Mr Bertrand is a prominent local organizer with the

federal Liberal Party.

The route of abstinence

Dear Editor:
I am very proud of the stand that many PPHS stu-

dents, and teachers, are taking against drinking and
driving. As this attitude becomes more deeply rooted
in our society, I'm sure that we will see a decline in
automobile accidents and fatalities - especially
among younger drivers. .

A society-wide change in attitude toward alcohol
and drug abuse would be truly awesome. We must
lock beyond the financial profits, that seem to block
our vision, to the people that are directly affected
(wives, husbands, children) by the problem. One could
never account for the pain and brokeness that is<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>