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Thom Transport threatens to cancel Pontiac’s inter-city bus service

LEAH MILLER
Equity Editor

PONTIAC ¢ Transport Thom Ltée is threatening
to cancel inter-city bus service from Pontiac to
Ottawa if passenger numbers don't jump by

the end of May.

Passengers on the charter bus line were
handed a notice April 28 stating that the
Gatineau-based company is considering dis-

continuing the service.

“We are thinking of it,” said Antonio Thom,

Final public
meeting held
to discuss
JPI|’s future

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

CAMPBELLS BAY ¢ Buoyed by over 250 com-
munity members, supporters of St.
John's/John Paul II school in Campbell's Bay
made their final public plea to save their
school last Monday, May 1.

Representatives of the Western Quebec

School Board were at the Campbell’'s Bay R.A.
Centre for the second public consultation
meeting regarding the future of the school,
which has been targeted for changes, includ-
ing the possibility of closure.
~ The JPII governing board ultimately recom-
mended setting up boundaries that would
force students who live within a certain prox-
imity of the school to attend St. John's/JPIL.
- “I'think we had a few points to put across
and [ think we did that, we brought forth
some legitimate points,” said Patti
Normandeau of the JPII governing board fol-
lowing the meeting. “Itll make them think
before they make a decision.”

The school is being targeted because of its
chronic underenrollment — at 208 students,
St. John's/JPII is only at slightly more than
half of its listed capacity of 408 students.

Also, the school faces changes because its
proximity to other nearby schools, specifical-
ly Pontiac High School and Dr. S.E. McDowell
Elementary School, make it a reasonable tar-
get distance-wise for student displacement.

“I can understand why they're upset. It's
personal for them,” said WQSB Director-
General Mike Dawson. “We have to make sure
students get the same opportunities (regard-
less of what school they attend). We need to
get the best bang for our buck.”

People are still entitled to submit informa-
tion, ideas or suggestions to the school board
until May 19. From there, the Planning
Review Committee of the WQSB meets on
June 14 where they will formulate a recom-
mendation on the board’s strategic plan as
well as JPII's future. That recommendation
will be presented, further discussed and voted
on at the Council of Commissioners’ meeting
on June 27.

Please see JPII on page 3

Children learn, win trips to
Halifax with Heritage Fair

owner of Transport Thom Ltée. “We are not
making any money."

The bus, which holds a maximum of 47 peo-
ple, regularly transports 25 to 30 into and out

of Ottawa each weekday.
Thom says that in order to make a profit he

would have to fill the bus each day and raise

the fare.
Right now a passenger can get on the bus at
Allumettes Island and head to Ottawa for $17

one-way.

“We advertised last year that we would raise
the rate,
Allumettes Island and Fort Coulonge, thinking
we would get more people, but it didn't,” said
Thom. “We charge half the fare of Greyhound
which runs on the Ontarlo-side.”

Passengers who received the notice are

scrambling to stop the process.
“They can't think of discontinuing this ser-

vice,” said Danielle Lepage of Calumet Island,
who sent open letters to MP Lawrence Cannon

and added pick-ups between

and the Pontiac MRC seeking support.

Lepage said that the price of gas and the
reduced stress from not driving are what keep
her taking the bus, as well as being environ-
mentally friendly.

“I moved to the Island in September because
[only have four and-a-half years left in the
government to work and my doctor told me I
shouldn't drive,” she said. “I'm not going to sell
my home — I'll have to drive if they discontin-

ue the service.”

Mental Health;Awareness Week
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Leah Miller, THE EQUITY

Centre Intervalle Pontiac celebrated mental health week by releasing balioons with messages about mental health inside them

into the sky above the centre in Fort Coulonge Mental health week aims to make people aware about prevention and treatment

of mental lliness.

Keep mentally fit: Pontiac mental health services

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor '

FORT COULONGE ¢ To spread awareness about
National Mental Health Week, Centre Intervalle
Pontiac held events over the past week for the
public and its users.

Very few Canadians are unaffected by mental
illness, and face difficulties either with them-
selves or while supporting family members,
friends or co-workers. While the Government of
Canada works to improve prevention and treat-
ment of mental illness, right here in the Pontiac

meantal illness is being properly diagnosed and

treated.
“It went really well,” said Centre Intervalle

director Rosalie Boucher of events Centre
Intervalle hosted from May 1 to 4 in and around
the area.

The group headed to Aylmer to bewl and have
a picnic at the Aylmer Marina Monday, May 1,
while on Tuesday a walking rally got users
searching local businesses for clues on a trea-
sure hunt. Beauty was on the menu Wednesday
for users, as workers and volunteers gave mas-
sages, manicures and hair cuts before a bar-
beque and dance. The big day was Thursday

when Centre Intervalle held its open house and
invited the public to join the centre for a balloon
release, annual walk from the red covered bridge
to downtown Fort Coulonge and to finish up the
day with a buffet dinner.

“We invited workers and their families and
friends to join us for our buffet supper,” said
Boucher. “We want them to see what family life
is like.”

Health Canada says that one in five
Canadians will directly experience a mental ill-
ness at some point in their lifetime.

Please see HEALTH on page 3
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Others feel that the service has been threat-
ened to be taken away so many times, that the
situation is just an empty threat.

“I'm not too happy about it,"
Draper of Quyon.

“ feel like we're being held hostage — I'm
pretty ticked off about it.

couple of times."
Theresa Provost says this is the second time

in three years the service has been threatened.
Please see BUS on page 3

said Sandy

They've done this a

New ATV
rules may
help, say
Pontiacers

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

PONTIAC ¢ ‘'The Quebec Ministry of
Transport has released a proposal of
new regulations for off-road vehicles,
and despite changes, Pontiacers
seems to be happy with the outcome.

“These regulations will give us a
hand,” said Doug Cook, president of
the Pontiac Quad Club.

“Now we have patrollers, but no
clout. This will give us more power to
control these guys who go against
the laws.”

Bill No 9, amending the law on off-
road vehicles, was deposited at the
National Assembly April 12 and
includes changes that aim to reduce
noise and accidents.

The changes were made after 16
public consultations were held
beginning December 3004.

New rules include increasing the
minimum age required to drive an
ATV from 14 to 16 years and making
training required for 16- and 17-

vear-old drivers.

Philippe Pilon of Campbell's Bay
runs an ATV training course. Many
of his students are between the ages
of 14 and 16, but he doesn't think
the new regulations will affect his
course too much.

“I teach them about safety, how to
use the brakes, how to avoid deer
and other objects and how to come
down big hills,” said Pilon who has
been instructing for four years.

Pilon teaches the course off Hwy.
148 near Campbell's Bay to about
eight students at a time. He runs
about nine courses a year, but has
been facing a bit of a rush by
younger students who want to get
their license before the new age reg-
ulations set in.

“I am running even more courses,”
he said. “And for women, t0o."
Please see ATV on page 3

LEAH MILLER

Henderson’s break-in

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE » Apparently, one penny
could buy a trip to Halifax.

Local students aged nine to 14 present-
ed their projects at the annual Heritage
Fair, which took place at Dr. S.E.
McDowell Elementary School in Shawville
on Thursday, with the chance to win a
trip to Halifax.

Among the competitors was Onslow
Elementary's Taylor Campbell who mod-
elled the evolution of the Canadian penny.

In all, 16 students prepared exhibits
about a specific aspect of Canada’s histo-
ry and culture.

Two contestants from a list of four
finalists will be chosen to attend an all-
expenses paid trip to Halifax, Nova Scotia
for the Canada-wide edition of the
Heritage Fair, sponsored by Historica, a
national organization devoted to develop-
ing knowledge of Canada's history and

culture.
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ARNPRIOR

CHEVROLET CADILLAC PONTIAC BUICK GMC
A Valley Tradition Since 1954
149 Madawaska Blivd., Arnprior, Ontario K7S 1S6

Tel: 613-623-3137

www.reidbrosmotorsales.gmcanada.com

Other booths featured exhibits on the
Ottawa River, the 4-H Club and even
Ottawa Senators Coach and Shawville
native, Bryan Murray.

Unlike past years, participation in the
2006 edition of the Heritage Fair was not
required in schools and instead students
completed all projects on their own
accord.

“We had some wonderful displays here
What we don't have in quantity, we made
up for in quality,” said event organizer,
Barry McGowan.

‘It was their own blood, sweat and
tears.”

While the event did have fewer partici-
pants than in a year when every student
entered, the fact that it would require
extra work outside of school did not deter
this lot of contestants.

‘I like doing projects, | have fun with
them,” said 10-year-old Jon Toupin, who
presented a project on the Canadian beaver.
Please see FAIR on page 5

SEMI-ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE
SERVICE PACKAGE

Canada®

Wilbur MclLean, THE EQUITY

Ten-year-old Donna Lake stands beside her Heritage Fair presentation
on the Canada Goose, one of 16 projects shown at the event, which took
place on Thursday at Dr. S.E. McDowell Elementary School in Shawville.
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Exclusively at GM Dealerships.
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* automatic/manual transmission/transaxle * engine air cleaner
filter » wiper blades * engine cooling system ¢ brakes & tires

* steering & suspension * exhaust system AND rotate your tires

Equity Editor
NORWAY BAY e A Norway Bay man who broke into
Henderson Groceries has been charged and handed a three-
month jail term as punishment.

Joseph-Stephen Wilson, 43, broke into the grocery store
on Wharf Road at about 1 a.m. Sunday, April 30.

“The man was unarmed and there was nobody in the
store,” said Pontiac MRC Sureté du Québec Lieut. Jacques
Piché.

The store’s alarm system was triggered, alerting a neigh-
bour to contact a nearby employee.

“A neighbour said he saw the person,” said Valerie
Henderson, mother of owner Andy Henderson, who lives
across the street from the store.

“Police were called and they went immediately,” said Lieut.
Piché.

Police arrested him further down the road.

“They found him on the road with the stolen goods,” said
Lieut. Piché. Damage to the store amounted to $50 and
about $20 of stolen beer.

“He broke a sliding window where people put videos in,”
said Henderson.

Please see ARREST on page 3
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AN AGREEMENT
THAT BENEFITS EVERYONE

The new financial partnership with municipalities

Approval of the agreement on a new fiscal and financial partnership with municipalities
for the 2007-2013 period means that over $3.8 billion will be invested in Québac’s
future generations. It is one more clear example of the Québec government’s firm
intention of forming a real partnership with the municipal world.

The new agreement ensures a fair distribution of substantially increased funding for all
municipalities, regardless of size. It also guarantees them a revenue stream for providing |
quality public services and creating a standard of living that benefits the entire population

of Outaouais.

Close to $154 million
will go to municipalities
in the Outaouais region.
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Patti Normandeau of the St. John’s/John Paul Il school Governing Board

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

made a presentation in support of saving JPIl at the second public consul-
tation meeting of the Western Quebec School Board, held at the Campbell’s

Bay RA Centre on Monday, May 1.

Continued from page 1
Consultation

The two-hour long ses-
sion provided little new
information but was high-
lighted by Dawson'’s presen-
tation, which answered
questions the board had
received following the last
public consultation meeting
on Feb. 22.

In it, Dawson provided
grim statistics about the
academic success of JPII's
students, who performed
below average when com-
pared with the rest of WQSB
schools and institutions
across Québec.

“Consistently, unfortu-
nately, St. John's/John

Paul II does not perform as
well as other schools,” said
Dawson.

Afterwards, Normandeau
countered that “Just
because we take them out of
JPII and put them some-
where else doesn't mean
they'll all of a sudden do
better.”

Addressing questions of
funding for the school,

Dawson discussed formulae
used to give extra funding
for schools of smaller sizes
and in socio-economically
disadvantaged areas, under
which JPII qualifies.
Dawson presented facts
that showed in all JPII
received an additional

$174,000 in various grants
and supplements last year
alone.

Normandeau, who has
led the charge to save the
school, made an initial pre-
sentation arguing various
strengths of the school's
small size and questioning
the motives of the board
considering closure for JPII.

She argued that money
would ultimately be a factor
in the school board’s deci-
sion since moving adult
education to JPII and send-
ing the primary and sec-
ondary  students to
McDowell and PHS, respec-
tively would, in theory, save
the WQSB money.

etmg held

Adult education is more
profitable because there are
no transportation costs and
students purchase their
own textbooks.

Dawson dismissed the
profit-mongering argument,
however, emphasizing that
the school board’s aim is
equal opportunities for all
students across the board.

Principal speaks

During the question peri-
od, a JPII student called on
the school's principal, Ken
Whicher, to address those in
attendance.

Whicher, who did not
speak at the first public
consultation meeting,
promptly approached the
microphone to some cheers
and other boos and made
the statement, “I do want
the school to remain open.”

He then said, “The best
way we can keep the school
open is to increase our aca-
demic success at all levels.
The teachers can do that,
the principal helps, but we
need all the students to do it
and, in addition, we need all
the parents to do it.”

Whicher's  comments
were met with some cat-
calls, though many also
cheered his statements.

Members of the commu-
nity-at-large, Campbell's
Bay Mayor Jean-Louis
Auger, JPII students and
teachers all spoke as well
during the question period.

Any decision made by
June 27 will go into effect
for the 2006-2007 school

year.

Bus: Thom Transport may stop service

Continued from page 1
“It may be a scare tactic

and I'm tired of being
scared,” Provost said, who
has been taking the bus
from Quyon for two years.

“‘My God, Idon't want
them to cancel it,” she said.
“I don't drive in the city and
[ will have to try to look for
a ride.”

Provost said the bus is
comfortable, dependable

ATV: new

Continued from page 1

The rules regarding need-
ing a valid driver’s license to
cross a roadway are still in
effect.

Once finalized by the
province, no training cours-
es will be offered to youth
under 16.

“There will be a two-year
integration time,” said
Carole Jolin of the
Fédération Québécoise des
Clubs Quads. “Fourteen-
and 15-year-olds who have
the course by June will be
fine.”

The rules will also prohib-
it modifying vehicles and

selling equipment used to

modify vehicles.
Steven Gilpin of

Campbell's Polaris in Quyon
said the new laws may ben-
efit his company.

“In the last few years we
have been turning away
from that area because we
knew that this noise law
was coming,” said Gilpin.

“Our customers want to fol-
low the guidelines to keep

and on time.

“I'm not thinking just for
me, but elderly, those who
don't drive and students
depend on it,” she said. “It
would be a shame to take
away that service.”

Draper said that if Thom
raised the fares, a moderate
increase would be reason-
able.

“The fares are more than
raise-able,” she said. “I'm

the trails open.”

To reduce the amount of
noise ATVs create, stan-
dards have been established
relating to the polluting
sound levels and to prohibit
traffic not meeting these
standards.

Pilon, who also volun-
teers as an ATV trail moni-
tor for the Pontiac Quad

surprised it hasn't gone up.”
In the past, the weekend

runs and the late run on
Friday night have been can-
celled due to low usage.

Transport Thom Ltée has
been operating since 1968.
Thom said he has been run-
ning a Pontiac route for
eight years.

Thom says he doesn’t
want to lose customers,
though he is aware that the

Looh Mmer.THE EITY
New proposed provincial regulations for off-road
vehicles are expected to be finalized in June.

Club, said the law will also
provide new training for
trail monitors.

The new regulations pro-
pose to install newly Sureté
du Québec-trained monitor-
ing agents to keep an eye on
modified vehicles, drivers
not wearing helmets, and
the hours vehicles access
trails.

number of passengers
decrease during the sum-
mer months.

“So far we've got four to
five people saying not to
stop it," said Thom of the
Pontiac inter-city service.

“In a month we’ll see
what happens and advise
the transport board,” said
Thom. “We've tried every-
thing to boost (the number

of passengers up).”

Progressive fines will also
be introduced for speeding,
beginning with a $115 tick-
et for driving 30 kilometres
over the speed limit and
$275 for any faster.

Property owners who
grant access to off-road
vehicles will also be protect-
ed.

The new regulations, if
passed at the end of June,
will be in effect for five years
and revised after three years
at the National Assembly in
order to adapt standards for
different areas.

“There may be more acci-
dents with kids who drive
without training. We are
afraid 14- and 15-year-olds
will still ride on private
land,” said Jolin. “We feel a
little bit sorry for the kids"

She said it may also cre-
ate an insurance gap.

In addition to the new
regulations, the government
and regional partners will
be allotting $8 million to
implement the new pro-
gram’s infrastructure.

rules may helpsay Pontiacers

Arrest: Man charged for Norway Bay crime

Continued from page 1
“Then he broke a shelf in
front of the window, I guess
when he stepped on it.”
Henderson said that
other than a large mess
where he entered and the
missing beer, there was lit-

tle damage.

Henderson's has been bro-
ken into three times in its 25
years of business.

Police transferred Wilson to
Campbell's Bay that night
where he spent the weekend
detained. He was again trans-

ferred to the jail in Hull May 1
where he appeared in court
and stayed in jail until
Thursday for a bail hearing.

“On May 4 he plead guilty,”
said Lieut. Piché.

Wilson was charged with
breaking and entering a

Health: Mental health awareness week

Continued from page 1

Centre Intervalle sees
about 30 users with mental
illnesses from Quyon to
Nichabeau come in and out
of the centre on a daily
basis.

“Their social surround-
ings are confined to us,”
said Boucher. “Their net-
work is here, where they
build onto it.”

In addition to coun-
selling, transportation and
hosting activities, Centre
Intervalle provides super-
vised housing for patients.

"We run an eight-bed res-
idence on Rue Principale in
Fort Coulonge,” said
Boucher. “It's very family-
oriented and workers are
there from 8:30 a.m. to 11
p.m.”

Boucher herself lives next
door and is on call in case of
an emergency 24 hours a

day.

“They relearn abilities
they've lost staying in a hos-
pital,” she said. “If there
wasn't this residence they
would still be in a mental
institution or in a foster
home.”

Beyond the residence
there are other less super-
vised apartments in Fort
Coulonge for those more
independent.

The centre is funded by the
provincial government, but
relies heavily on private and
business donations.

For a long time, the clichés
of mental illness has made
victims hide their symptoms
instead of seeking out help.

“There is still a lot of taboo
because of mental illnesses,”
said Boucher of the percep-
tion of mental illness, which
is improving though more
work needs to be done to edu-

cate people. “They imagine
mentally ill are people who
are crazy. People are not
aware that regular people
could be patients them-
selves.”

Stress is a major cause of
depression and bipolar disor-
ders, which Boucher says are
two of the most common
mental illnesses.

Mental illness can be treat-
ed and kept under control
with effective medications
and other treatments. Mental
illness is different from being
developmentally  disabled,
when a person has severe,
life-long disabilities attribut-
able to mental or physical
impairments. In both cases,
though; leaning on family,
friends or colleagues for sup-
port can help.

“When you feel you need to
talk to someone, don't wait to
talk to a doctor or a mental

building other than a dwelling
or house. Wilson was sen-
tenced to three months jail
time which began that day.
Lieut. Piché said Wilson

is currently under investiga-
tion for other complaints

police have received.

celebrated

health worker,” said Boucher.

“Don’t wait — with help, in
a month you might be back
on your feet.”

The Canadian Mental
Health Association set prac-
ticing mind and body fitness
as mental health week's
theme, challenging
Canadians to devote just as
much attention to their minds
as they do to keeping their
bodies in shape.

A major part of dealing
with mental illness is know-
ing where to go when some-
one needs help.

“The mental health team
in the Pontiac is very avalil-
able to everyone,” said
Boucher, listing the Pontiac
health and social services
céntre's 24-hour 1-800-
967-9625 mental health
information line. “There's
always help around the cor-
ner.”
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Mother’s Day - Treat Your Mom to a ‘

" SEAPIE SUPPER May 10th
$11.95 + tax - Mom's Dine at half price - - ~~

12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m. A SpeC|al B|rthday s

_ La Féte des Méres (12h a 18h) for 4

REPAS SEAPIE
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for spring planting

Happy Motﬁer s Day
Q HARDY PLANTS

Shawville, 647-2680

the same service. (Equal or lesser value)
Gift Certificates Available

LIVE PLANTS AT BELLE TERRE

Bring your wish list
Pontiac Herb Garden - Certified Organic - OCPP
Culinary - Medicinal - Ornamental
Vegetables - Herbs - Flowers
Tropicals - Rare Species
Open Daily 10 am - 6 pm May 1 to July 15
OTTER LAKE, P.Q.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
Cafe 349

349 Maln Street, Shawville, Quebec

Theat Mom thic Sunday to fabulous food

5y in our newly expanded dining room.

D 7am.-2p.m. ‘
. Reservations recommended (819) 647-6424
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Starting in June we'll be serving
evening dinner but until then join us

for healthy fresh. food, ,
Juesday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bar and Grill
- e T 368 Main St., Shawville 647-2546

Happy Mother’s Day

from 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 14 @!
Garden Salad

CHICKEN KIEV
Chicken breast stuffed with garlic butter and

hi ed bed of rice,
. :e;::;:; m:sl::d pot::toes,e Sl 1 .9 N
coleslaw and a roll.
<, H de ch h i
Punday, May 14 | R oot b et e r i o
STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST

3 -
with your choice of rice or mashed ”(XXX}\‘.I 2!

potatoes, dessert, coffee or tea.
$11.95 plus tax

Reservations Preferred
Ladysmith, Quebec 647-6797
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\ ' RESTAURANT

11 McLellan St., Campbells Bay

P meJUNCTION
' Lo lan St., Campbell’s Bay
648-2400

Sunday, May 14th
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

| MedreRs DAy

BRUNCH

$7.95 per person

M*RSMSUPPER

, from 4:00 p.m.
. Glazed Ham with scalloped potatoes

and all the trimmings $16.95
Reservations Preferred

1/4 BBQ Chlcken

with all the trimmings
Also children’s special will be
available from 4 - 8 p.m.

Reservations
would be appreciated

Call 648-2589
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F Rlver View Restaurantm
Norway Bay, Quebec

$ Mother's Day Special * Q
Sunday, May 14

Portag e du Fort 647-5303, 647-5499
Féte du wernes | Mother's Day

-
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Dlmanche le 14 mai/Sunday, May 14 , 1. )
BRUNCH I 12 noon - 7:00 p.m. @
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" ___3__9__
SOUPER / DINNER Chicken Kiev o

— Style Buffet - Choix de 3 plats —

Dinde et farce * Medallion de longe
~ de porc * Roulade de boeuf farcie.

Dongts de poulet. )

L/ RESERVATIONS RECOMMANDES :
}" s — Buffet Style - Choice of 3 meals — . q’)
S Turkey with the trimmings ° (Dueto A
| Medallion Pork Loin * Stuffed Beef " Y
- | pecial regular .
' Roulade. Chicken fingers. breakfast will .+
, RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED | end at 11:00 a.m.)
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OUR OPINION
Smokey Bear knows best

The old saying of Smokey Bear's is "Only you an prevent
forest fires”. This warning should especially be heeded
this spring as extreme dry conditions are causing danger-

ous lire hazards in the region.

During spring, there is usually a dry period that brings
the fire hazard level up. But this year, it has been excep-
tionally dry — creating havoc for local fire departments

and firefighters across the county.

Most fires are caused by simple negligence such as
throwing cigarette butts out your window. This does more
than just litter your community, you could also be the cat-
alyst in igniting a ‘devastating forest fire. This area
depends nn the forestry industry and it needs to be pro-

tected as much as any building or home.

Forest fires are not only devastating to our environment
and land owners, they are also very costly to put out.
Every time a forest fire is fought, it costs us. Although
we may not pay for it directly out of our own pockets —
the provincial government, forestry companies and large-
area land owners cover forest firefighting costs — taxes
may increase, or other services may be pushed aside to
absorb the costs. Whenever a water bomber and fire crews
are dispatched to a forest fire, it's not outrageous to say it
costs thousands of dollars to provide the service. One of
- the things that makes the Pontiac so beautiful is its
.2 s .~ [lorests and wildlife, and if we don’t play our part in pro-
- A - tecting it, we will lose one of our most valuable resources.
| | SOPFEU, La Société de protection des foréts contre le
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feu is responsible for the prevention, detection and sup-
pression of forest fires in Quebec. The closest operations
centre is in Maniwaki, which sends out water bomber air-

craft to drop water or fire suppression material on raging

fires in the area.

In the month of April, SOPFEU fought 84 forest fires in
Quebec across 60.4 hectares of forest. One of the fires was

started at the end of April on Calumet Island, where a

water bomber and ground crew came to douse the blaze.
The fire was extinguished before the water bomber
arrived. In the first week of May, 25 fires have already
burned in the province. These statistics are not good. Of
the 84 fires fought in April, 50 were started by residents,

therefore this shows we need to put an emphasis on fire

prevention and safety measures.

Not all municipalities require a fire permit before burn-
ing, but they do recommend that residents at least notify
the local fire chief before burning in case of an emergency:.

Even after a rainy weekend, SOPFEU lists the Pontiac
as having a moderate risk for a forest fire. It's important
that we all do our part to try and prevent forest fires. Be
safe and always extinguish camp fires, avoid burning
brush on dry, windy days and make sure you butt that
cigarette out completely.

-~ While Smokey's message of the dangers associated with
fire is most often memorized by young children, it should
also be on the mind of anyone about to light a match.

IM

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY
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Bird watching reveals uncommon sightings

Last week | went bird-
watching in the Shirley’s
Bay area, as well as the

Bill Mason Outdoor W ,
Education and |
Environmental Studies

made dyke protruding
{ into Shirleys Bay, we
4 walked alongside a wet-
land woods primarily of
red maple, with some ash
at the edges. Again, Beck

Centre. paused, saying “There
My friend, Tony Beck, Katharine .5t be warblers here!”
led the expedition and 1 Fletcher gyre enough, he discov-

joined an eager group of his bird-
club members. These outings
cost $35 apiece but there is a
reduction if you buy a package. |
can recommend them highly as
Beck is an informative, engaging
and easy-going guide. To see
Beck's complete list of expedi-
tions, a few of which are in our

area, go to
wwwJ3.sympatico.ca/beck.tony/
Shirley’s Bay

We set out at 7:30 a.m. to the
dyke at Shirley's Bay, seeing a
pileated woodpecker fly in front of
the car as we neared our destina-
tion. We parked at the National
Capital Commission managed

parking lot overlooking the
Ottawa River, at the foot of Rifle
(Range) Road.

Before heading to the dyke,
Beck reminded us all not to chat-
ter, as our conversations would
impede his ability to hear differ-
ent bird calls and songs. As we
were walking out of the lot, he
suddenly stopped, asked us to be
quiet, and said, “There's a house
wren over in those bushes. Let's
take a look.”

I know Beck far too well to
think he'd make a mistake. Sure
enough, the tiny wren was
perched at the top of a tree,
declaring its territory.

While walking to the dyke, we
heard a Baltimore oriole, saw
robins, cardinals, tree swallows,
cowbirds, downy woodpeckers,
redwing blackbirds, and the more
unusual rusty blackbird. This
last bird, while resembling a com-
mon grackle, is more stream-
lined, resembling the redwing in
its silhouette.

The female is reasonably
colourful, with buff, caramel and
other colours. The male closely
resembles the common grackle;
however, its tail is more delicate
and straight, unlike the grackle's
tail, which is spatula-shaped with
a hint of a V indentation at its tip.
Both male and females have bril-
liant gold eves - as does the com-
mon grackle.

However, their song is an
intriguing “rusty” whistle sound.
These birds, which we saw in
both locations we visited, were in
small flocks of six or so individu-
als

As we approached the man

ered a pair of male yellow-rumped
(or myrtle) warblers, which
appeared to be fighting one
another for territory and/or a
female. They certainly put on
quite a show.

[ thought this would be the

perfect habitat for wood ducks
and sure enough, we found a
male gliding about amid the
flooded landscape.
Just beside the dyke, we located a
palm warbler - another first
sighting for me. It has a rusty
crown, black eyeline, yellow
throat and yellow patch below its
tail (undertail coverts). Tail-wag-
ging is a characteristic of these
birds.

Once on the dyke, we saw dou-
ble-crested cormorants, black
ducks, and a great blue heron.

| was particularly delighted
that one of the birders found a
map turtle, basking in the sun-
shiine on a rock. With this lady’s
scope, we were able to see its yel-
low lines along its head, legs and
tail. The head is streamlined,
coming to a pronounced point,
while the shell is flat-looking.

While we were there, an army
ranger approached, to check on
us. Also, army helicopters were
practising manoeuvres overhead,
while the sound of shots from the
firing range certainly didn't help
Beck listen for birds. We decided
to head to a second location.

Bill Mason Outdoor Education

En route here we spied a mer-
lin, and at the free parking lot we
found another raptor, soaring
above the playing fields. After
noticing the single white band on
its tail, Beck identified it as a
broad-winged hawk.

But our aim was to stroll the
boardwalk circuit, looking for
rails.

Rails are hard-to-find, solitary
and secretive birds. Says Beck,
“Sora and Virginia rails are both
relatively common in marshlands
of the St. Lawrence Lowlands.
However, they become uncom-
mon in our Canadian Shield
habitats, mainly because their
preferred habitat is reduced. The
reason they are so exciting is
because they are very shy, and
rarely seen. Most people only get
to see them with special effort
(like calling them into view.” Even

with Beck's calling capabilities,
frankly, I didn't expect to see
them... Think again! True to
form, Beck called them in.

While walking, we suddenly
were startled by a squealing
whinny sound - for all the world
resembling my horses. “Aha!”
cried Beck, and as we crossed to
the side of the boardwalk from
which the sound emanated, he
started to call back. The bird
cooperated.

We were all lined up along the
edge of the boardwalk, so all of us
got the opportunity to see the
Sora rail which emerged from the
dense matt of cattail marsh - per-
fect rail habitat.

The sora rail has a brilliant yel-
low, sturdy-looking beak, a black
face mask, gray breast, rufous
body with white banding, and yel-
low legs. Its body is somewhat
stocky and made me wonder how
on earth it manages to migrate
here, all the way from its winter
home in Florida and other south-
ern American states.

A few steps further along the
boardwalk, another sound star-
tled us and unbelievably - to me -
it was what author David Allen
Sibley terms ‘wheezy, piglike
grunting” sound of the Virginia
rail. (The Sibley Guide to Birds)
Again, Beck called it in.

What a contrast to the Sora
rail! Instead of having a short yel-
low beak, the Virginia rail has a
long, scarlet red beak, red eye,
gray face, and black crown. The
breast is a rich rufous-red, back a
striped reddish colour with black
stripes, and the legs are vermil-
lion.

The expression “thin as a rail”
comes from these birds. Explains
Sibley, “Rails’ bodies are laterally
compressed - hence the expres-
sion ‘thin as a rail’ - which allows
them to escape into dense grass
or reeds. An illustration in his
book depicts a rail standing with
its wings outstretched, laterally,
between cattail stalks.

Feeling incredibly blessed to
see these two uncommonly seen
rails (for our region), we contin-
ued along the boardwalk. A snipe
perched on the very top of a dead
tree observed us, unbothered, for
20 minutes or so, while the win-
nowing sound of the aerial dis-
play of another snipes kept us
looking skyward ~ we located it.

Swamp sparrows called, a flock
of rusty blackbirds creaked, a
white-crowned sparrow called,
mallards paddled about, flickers
and downy woodpeckers flitted in
the woods, and a yellow warbler
did a fly-over. We spotted a

phoebe near the parking lot, as
well as a robin sitting on its nest.

Once in the woods, a pond
stopped us in our tracks - here
we found three bullfrogs -~ one
being quite immense. Searching
the pond water itself revealed
freshwater shrimp - these are
scarlet with jet-black, round eyes.

Returning to our cars, we
decided to hunt for bluebirds in a
third location.

Dunrobin area

Although we discovered mal-
lards, black ducks, redwing
blackbirds and meadowlarks,
along the 5th Concession (off
Thomas Dolan Parkway) the blue-
birds proved elusive. Beck seems
concerned about the this: I've not
yet seen any at home - have you?
Let me know.

Back in Pontiac

Last week a friend invited me
over for a walk in her woods and
fields near Ghost Hill. Outside
her home, a rose-breasted gros-
beak alighted on her maple tree
outside her window. What a
colourful bird! It has a stocky lit-
tle body - just like the evening
grosbeak which is gold, black and
white.

However, to me, the male rose-
breasted grosbeak looks as if it's
wearing a tuxedo: its back is pri-
marily black, wings black and
white, breast pure white - with a
dashing, vivid magenta V around
its throat. Once in flight you will
observe two more bright blushes
of magenta in its “wing pits.”

Naturally, while chatting with
Beck, he asked if I'd seen any
exciting birds - so I related my
May 2 sighting of this migrant. He
was amazed.

Another Ghost Hill bird he was
interested in was a report by my
friend of four fox sparrows, which
Beck says is unusual because
most of them have already
migrated further north. That's
interesting: the red fox sparrow
that travels through Pontiac is
also known as the taiga sparrow,
since it summers in northern
Quebec. It also summers in the
taiga environment of Alaska.

Other species I've noted at
home on the Steele Line: red-
tailed hawks, northern harrier
(“my” pair of harriers are back,
patrolling our fields), mead-
owlarks, phoebes, common snipe,
killdeer, and woodcocks. Please
keep a lookout for shrikes, cuck-
oos and other unusual birds, and
do report them to me.

Katharine Fletcher, a freelance
writer and birder, lives north of
Quyon on the Steele Line. Contact
her at chesley@allstream.net

YOUR OPINION

Open letter to MP Lawrence Cannon

Dear Editor,

[ am a federal gove
of service), and | liv
(specifically on Cal
chased a home
because there

t employee (25 years
the riding of Pontiac
Island). I purposely pur-
Island last September
ty bus service.

I received a le Trazsport Thom Lice
stating they are O o antiniing Fort
Coulonge intercity n:_g =zivue€ if usage doesn't
increasg. We have ong to increase the
numbe ##1S. The weather is nice, sum-
mer is £ , and needless to say peo-
ple do olidays, which has diminished and
will continue to diminish the amount of passen-
gers.

I do want to confirm that the bus is never full.

New committee supports bridge

Dear Editor,

A formal committee is being established to promote
the construction of a toll bridge between Quyon,
Quebec and Fitzroy Harbour, ON. There are enor-
mous benefits that would be derived from the con-
struction of a permanent link between the two com-
munities.

Think of it! Availability 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 365 days a year which would provide you
with direct access to Hwy. 417 and AutoRoute 50
without having to negotiate Gatineau and Ottawa
traffic congestion.

Consider the socio-economic impact on both the
Quebec and Ontario border regions about Chats
Falls. Based on comments received from many people
(i.e.: businessmen) who were made aware of the pro-
posed project, we are assured that construction of
this bridge would bring about the following benefits.

Twenty-four hour access year-round. High speed
links between Hw. 417 and AutoRoute 50. Divert
trucks from downtown Ottawa and downtown
Gatineau. Attract individuals to invest in existing or
new commercial/industrial enterprises. Increase
employment. Generate more tax revenue for the
municipalities. Divert the traffic of heavy trucks and
noise away from the residents living close to Ferry
Road on both sides of the Ottawa River. Reduce the
traffic congestion at the Champlain Bridge. Provide
for the year-round transportation of goods and prod-
ucts to markets on both sides of the Ottawa River.
This will lower delivery times, mileage charges, and
overall operating costs. Enhance the links to Hwys.
148, 50, 301, 303 and 366 and on the Quebec-side
and Hwy. 416 and 17 on the Ontario side. Improve
the real estate market on both sides of the Ottawa
River. Enhance the ability of emergency response
crews in both provinces to better serve the region.
Provide easy access to shopping, events, and recre-
ational activities on both sides of the river and help
increase tourism.

In closing, the Ottawa River once brought prosper-
ity to the people in the Ottawa-Outaouais Valley
through the logging industry.

As it stands now, the economy of the Ottawa-
Outaouais Valley is being stifled by the lack of a
bridge across the Ottawa River between Quyon and

Fitzroy Harbour.
We strongly believe that the construction of such a

bridge would bring about renewed economic growth
and prosperity to the two regions.

If you would like to let us know your views on this
initiative, please send your comments to
mceann@CambrianHosting.com or visit our web site
at http://www.ottawavalleybridge.ca where more
information including an on-line petition will be com-
ing this week.

Doug McCann, Media Spokesperson
Committee of Concerned Citizens in
Support of Ottawa Valley Bridge

Open letter to MNA Charlotte LEcuyer

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter today in response to a
memo received on April 28 from Thom Transport
Limited regarding the threat of cancelling our
Pontiac public bus services, which many of us use.

As a taxpayer and public servant, I feel it's my
responsibility to voice my concerns regarding this
much-needed service. | have been using this ser-
vice for two years now, it gets myself and many
other passengers to work and home safely and on
time.

With todays road conditions, price of gas and
transportation safety issues, | think it is mandato-
ry that this service not be cancelled.

Because we choose to live in a rural area as
opposed to the city, where these services are readi-
ly available, should not be a factor. We pay our
share of taxes and contribute to society as much as
city people do. This bus service not only helps peo-
ple get to and from work, but also helps students
get to school, seniors get to doctor appointments or
simply give someone the opportunity to spend a day
in the city. |

| hope that my letter is heard and that people in
the Pontiac can continue to benefit from this public
transportation, after all, we work to strive and we
should not be punished for that... right?

| hope that you can help us with this, your reply
is urgently needed we have only until the end of
May, 2006.

Theresa Provost-Demell

Quyon
The short end of the stick

Dear Editor,
Having grown up in St. Boniface, Manitoba, I wit-

nessed the importance of adequate funding for the
education of a minority linguistic community. Back
then it was widely believed that the continued vital-
ity of the community cannot be maintained if the
community does .ot possess the necessary educa-
tional institutions to ensure the transmission of the
minority language from one generation to another.
In Manitoba, this meant a significant investment of
public funds over and above the tax revenues gen-
erated by the minority community was needed to
build the schools and to hire the staff so that fran-

Correction

Because of all the environmental issues relat-
ed to driving your vehicle back and forth to work,
and the Conservative Party’s mention of helping
defidy the cost of public transportation, I
thought it advisable to inform you of what is hap-
pening in your constituency. |

Also, the stress of having to drive over 100
kilometres, twice a day, can be immense on an
individual. Most of the passengers are women
who have families to care for on their return from
a day’s work, so the bus ride home gives us time
to rejuvenate ourselves and be ready to attend to
our family responsibilities.

Can you help?

Danielle Lepage
Calumet Island

cophones could have equal access to quality educa-
tion in their own language.

All in all, the public investment succeeded in cre-
ating the educational opportunities that would help
attract francophone families from elsewhere to relo-
cate to Manitoba and thereby offset the inevitable
demographic decline brought on by a low birth rate
and a high level of assimilation into the linguistic
majority community. In the end, it was the political
will not to let the Francophones in Manitoba to sim-
ply fend for themselves that made the difference.

Turning my gaze to what's happening here in
West Quebec, it makes me wonder if I live in the
same country. Ironically, one simply needs to look
outside the perimeter of a comfortable commute to
the nation's capital to find small English-speaking
communities that face losing their schools. Today,
it is the continued vitality of English-speaking com-
munities in and around Low and Campbell's Bay
that are threatened. Surely, given the enrollment
projections for the next five years, other communi-
ties could also be forced to consider the possibility
of losing the last public institution that provides the
glue to hold the community together.

At the heart of the problem is the funding formu-
la used to determine what monies are allocated to
the English school boards. Presently, approximate-
ly 80 per cent of revenues are allocated simply on
the basis of enrollment. In other words, if the num-
bers are there, schools stay open; if not they close.
Keep in mind that the Western Quebec School
Board uses an equalization formula to transfer
monies from the urban centre, where there is a
higher density of school-age children, to the rural
areas, where there are less children to draw from.

Looking at both linguistic communities, although
low birth rates are to be found in both the English
and French speaking communities, here in Quebec,
Bill 101 explicitly prohibits the children of new
Canadians from attending English schools. As a
result, whereas francophone school divisions have
their finances bolstered by the influx of an immi-
grant population and also by attracting a significant
portion of the anglophone clientele, no such relief is
offered to their English counterparts. This in turn
creates a lose-lose situation for both the rural and
urban sectors of the Western Quebec School Board.

In the urban centre, public schools compete
against each other to attract students.
Consequently, a myriad of educational opportuni-
ties are offered: concentrations in music, theatre,
sports, math and science, outdoor recreation as
well as an international program of studies. Indeed,
these opportunities exist, but more so if you enroll
your child in a French school because, with the
additional students previously mentioned, the
enrollment numbers allow for these options to be
offered. Within the English schools, however, once
monies are allocated for special needs programs,
given the limited enrollment, public funding is
insufficient to offer the scale of choice found in the
French school system. As a result, more and more
families that have the right to send their children to
an English school, because one of the parents was
educated in English, choose instead to send their
children to a French school. Less students enrolled
in the system reduces the capacity to offer educa-
tional options in the urban centre, which in turn
reduces the amount of monies that can be trans-
ferred to the less populated rural sectors.

Importantly, during the 30 years that followed the
adoption of the Official Languages Act, francophone
communities outside of Quebec were not left to fend
for themselves. However, with a funding formula
based primarily on enrollment, coupled with pro-
hibitory legislation that denies access to English
schools, this is precisely what is happening to the
English speaking communities in We:t Quebec.
Moreover, equalization payments fi m wurban
schools to their rural counterparts can . meet the
scale of the demographic challenge ir 1€ rural sec-
tor. Consequently, if the vitality of sma ' English
speaking communities are to be sustained ° West
Quebec, the federal government will have to ¢ ep up
to the plate and provide funding to ensure schools
stay open in the rural sector.

Presently, there is approximately $225 million
earmarked for the improvement and sustainability
of minority language education systems in the fed-
eral government's action plan for official language
minority language communities. These are funds
that could be accessed to keep schools open over
the short term. As usual, the pertinent question
that must be asked is how likely is it that any of
this money is going to make its way to West
Quebec? As was the case in Western Canada, the
continued sustainability of linguistic minority com-
munities requires a political will to make it happen.

Finally, although existing federal programs could
make a difference to delay the closing of some of the
region's schools, over the long term the sustainabil-
ity of public schooling in English in West Quebec
will require a reformulation of the funding formula.
It stands to reason that after nearly 30 years of
choking off access to English schools (enrollment
province-wide has fallen by approximately 50 per
cent) a new formula must be found. It remains to be
seen if there is the political courage to take this bull

by the horns.
' Brian Gibb

Executive Director
Regional Association of West Quebecers

In the story, “Natives embroiled in dispute”, which appeared on the cover of the May 3 issue, Daniel
Berndt is the head of the Hochelaga community of natives in Montreal. Also, the Native Alliance does

not directly control the Waskahegen Corporation. Rather, many of the same people who are involved

with the Native Alliance are also employed by Waskahegen.

Incorrect information was given in the story “Youth: Maisons des Jeunes turns 10" on page two of the
May 3 issue. In the past few months, Maisons des Jeunes youth participated in artist workshops
directed by Pontiac artists Dale Shutt, Sara Wullaert, Marcio Melo and Nicole Lavoie.
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25 Years Ago

May 13, 1981
EGIONAL ScHoOL
BOARD CONSIDERS
AYLMER SITE: The Old

Symmes School in Aylmer
is one site being consid-
ered as the new home for
the Protestant Regional
School Board of Western
Quebec. Due to a re-orga-
nization which gives the
board responsibility for
elementary as well as sec-
ondary education, the pre-
sent offices in Hull are too
small.

FIRE PERMITS NEEDED
AT WALTHAM TOO: Mayor
Gerald Dempsey of the
Municipality of Waltham
and Bryson has informed
THE EQUITY that it is nec-
essary to obtain a permit
before burning anything
on property within his
municipality.

+

50 Years Ago

May 10, 1956
UEBEC SUSPENDS MIN-
NOW BAN: From an
ofMicial of the Department
of Game and Fisheries at
Quebec last week came
news it has been decided

to suspend until further
orders the application of
the recently-announced
new law forbidding the use
of minnows in the St
Lawrence and Ottawa
Rivers.

PARKING METER BYLAW:
Shawville council met May
7th at a regular monthly
meeting. Cr. Smith gave
notice that at the next reg-
ular sitting of this council
he would introduce a
parking meter by-law.

SEE HOPE FOR BRIDGE
BY FALL OF 1956: Public
Works Minister Winters
has told Parliament that
all three spans of the
Allumette Island bridge
should be open for traffic
sometime next fall.

Boy HIT ON BICYCLE:
Francis Dilligan of Ottawa,
driving a 1956 Buick on
Hwy 8 about 50 yards west
of the new bridge across
the Coulonge River acci-

dentally hit one of three-

boys on Dbicycles on
Sunday afternoon. Napol-
eon Levecque, son of Adam
Levecque of Fort Coulonge,
was the boy injured slight-
ly - nothing serious. Mr
Dilligan was going west on
the highway and in trying
to avoid a serious accident
ran off the road damaging
his new car to the extent of
$150.
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75 Years Ago

May 7, 1931

L(;CAL NEWS: Motor truck-
g on the Pontiac
Highway has developed into
quite a business this spring,
and some rivalry exists in
the race for patronage. Four
trucks are in commission in
Shawville, and one or two at
Campbell's Bay, making
daily trips to and from
Ottawa. To the casual
observer, it looks as if the
business was being over
done.

The branch of the Bank
of Montreal at Campbell's
Bay was closed on April
30, and the bank building,
erected not many years
ago, has been taken over
by the Bank of Nova
Scotia, and is now in pos-
session of the latter. The
presumption is that there
was not sufficient busi-
ness for the two banks at
the Bay, and the Bank of
Montreal decided to pull
out. Banks, as a rule, do
not maintain branches in
places that do not afford
enough business to make
it pay.

Judging by the piled up
furniture on verandahs,
and bedding hung out on

lines, there is many a hus-
band without a home, and
many a wife trying her
best to make one. This
spring housecleaning may
be necessary from a
woman's point of view, but
from a man's, it is one of
the biggest nuisances ever

thought of.
For Sale: Chrylser
Sedan 1927 model, in

excellent condition; 4 new
tires. Price $400. Will take
cheaper car in part pay-
ment. Owner going to
leave Shawville. Rev V G
Manchester.

+

100 Years Ago

May 10, 1906

OCAL NEWS: Mr Mailes

Cowley of B.C. was in
town on Thursday procur-
ing some lumber and
mouldings at the factory to
put the finishing touches on
his new steam yacht, which
is to ply on the Chats Lake
this summer, and afford an
additional source of plea-
sure to the campers at
Norway Bay.

The long deferred hopes
of the citizens of Portage du
Fort, with regard to a rail-
way look now as if they are
at last to be realized,
through a channel which
some years ago was scarce-
ly dreamed of. A scheme for
the construction of two lines
of railway that are to form
part of the proposed James
Bay railway system was

Fair: Children learn heritage, win trips

Continued from page 1

“I like doing beavers
because | have so much
information [ can just do
them for life.”

Toupin noted that he has
an uncle who is a beaver
trapper.

At the conclusion of the
judging period, when three
judges extensively reviewed
and discussed each project
with its creators, the final-
ists were announced.

Kelli Knox's project,
Three Trips Across the
Ocean, Toupin's Canadian
Beaver, Vanessa Prevost’s
Team Canada and Hayley

Campbell's Girl Guiding

were deemed to be of the
highest quality and were
named finalists.

All finalists were from
McDowell.

McGowan and the judges
will meet with each of the
finalists in the next few days
and select two who will rep-
resent the region in Halifax
from July 10 to 17.

Fifteen students from
each province and 15 more
from the territories will be
represented at the week-
long event, which moves

from city-to-city each year.

There, “thiey will be treat-

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

The finalists and honourable mention winners pose for a photograph fol-
lowing the Historica Heritage Fair at Dr. S.E. McDowei! Elementary School in

Shawville last Thursday.

ed like kings and queens”
according to McGowan, and
on one day they will display
their presentations in a
major location in Halifax.

“It's usually someplace
prominent, where lots of
people will see it, like out-
side the legislature,” said
McGowan.

Honourable mentions
were given to John Paul II's
Rebecca Gagnon for her
Dionne Quintuplets project,
McDowell's Tiffany Bretzlaff
who presented on CP Ralil,
Onslow Elementary’s
Jessica Nugent and Ashley
Graveline, who had a
Hershey chocolate display,

McDowell's Jillian Pasch's
Maurice Richard exhibit
and Campbell's Canadian
penny piece.

Historica is best known
for their Historica Minutes,
which appear as one-
minute long history lessons
on Canadian television sta-
tions.

Forward Marc Maurice (left) is presented with the
Rookie of the Year award by

Bob “Fish” Findlay

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

family members of Bob Findlay at the Pontiacs Jr.
B year-end banquet at Pine Lodge in Bristol.

Loback picks up award at Jr ‘B’ banquet

WILBUR MCLEAN
Equity Reporter
BRISTOL * One of the most
successful seasons in team
history completed, the
Pontiac Junior ‘B’ players,
parents, volunteers and
supporters gathered at
Bristol's Pine Lodge for the
annual year-end banquet.
Collectively, President
and GM Chris Young and
Head Coach Pierre Lagacé
each had ample opportunity
to reflect on the season, a

rousing success for the
team which won only its
second Valley division title
in team history.

Present were the vice-

president of  Hockey
Outaouais Laudalina
Santos and the Eastern
Ontario Junior ‘B’

Metro/Valley division presi-
dent, Ron McRostie.

As per every season, a
myriad of awards were pre-
sented to the Pontiacs’ play-
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Eastern Ontario Junior ‘B’ Hockey League Valley
Division President Ron McRostie presents
Pontiac Jr. B Captain Jordan MacDougall with his

division MVP award.

Marc Maurice won the
Bob “Fish” Findlay award
for rookie of the year.

The Katie-Leigh Gagnon
memorial trophy presented
to the player who combined
sportsmanship and ability
was picked up by Ryan
Rees.

Goalie Adam Loback was
named the playoff MVP,
winning the Earl Devine tro-
phy and Bryan Kealey
picked up the award for
most dedicated player.

Matt Collins was named
the top defenseman.

Captain Jordan
MacDougall was also re-
presented the division MVP
award he won in March.

The team’s annual gener-
al meeting was scheduled
for Tuesday at the arena in
Shawville.

There, Young hoped to
retain his position as
President with the team.

See the report next week
in THE EQurty.

Driver collides with horse on Hwy. 148

CLARENDON ¢ A man dri-
ving a Pontiac G6 collided
with a horse on Hwy. 148
Saturday night.

The car, travelling east-
bound at 10:30 p.m., hit
the horse near Calumet
Road.

“A horse was in the mid-
dle of the road and a car
was going east and hit it,”
said Suareté du Québec

spokesperson Mélanie
Larouche.
The 53-year-old

Gatineau man and his

female passenger suffered
from minor injuries and
were treated at the hospi-
tal in Shawville before
being released.

The horse was killed
and removed from the
road with a tractor.

“We do not know who
owns the horse,” said
Larouche, who added alco-
hol could be a factor in the
accident. “The crown
attorney will determine
whether charges will be
(laid)” - she said.

Wednesday, May 10, 2006

suggested. According to the
outline given, the portion of
the proposed line in which
Pontiac is particularly inter-
ested, will cross the Ottawa
River either at the Chats
Rapids, or by way of the
islands near Ross’ point,
then up through the front of
Bristol and Clarendon to
Portage du Fort, where the
river will again be crossed,
for the third time, probably
above the village. Should
the project materialize, it
will certainly give a great
impetus to business in the
languishing villages of
Bristol Corners and Portage
du Fort, which up to the
present have been con-
tributing their share to the
construction of a railway,
which has been rather more
of an injury than benefit to
their material advancement.

The municipal council of
Campbell's Bay, among oth-
ers has passed the following
by-laws:

To prohibit driving on the
streets at a greater rate of
speed than six miles an
hour.

To prchibit the use of

firearms within the corpora-
tion limits by persons under
15 years of age.
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Look who's
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Have a wonderful day
Love always
Mom, Dad
and Family

St John Ambulance
First Aid / CPR course

May 27 & 28, 2006

For more information please call
Faye 819-648-5160
Lorna 819-647-2367

2006

:

Pre-K
Pre-registration
Meeting

Thursday, May 18 - 6:30 p.m.
Dr. S.E. McDowell, Shawville
All parents who would
like their children
to attend the
Pre-K Co-op should attend.

“Farmers Serving Farmers”
FULL FLOATATION LAND

TERRA-GATOR

- SERVICES: Loader Rental-(1yard, 2-1/2 yard, 4 yard)
Tandem Trucks - Tractor Trailer - 175 CFM
Air Compressor with hoses.

« MATERIAL AVAILABLE: Agricultural Limestone - 0 to
3/4 Crushed Gravel, Pit Run Gravel, Top-

soil, Sand Fill
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