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Truckloads of wood food donated to Vlctlms

Sylvia Bakker
EQuity News Editor Coulonge

Physically, the ice storm
may have not have touched
much of Upper Pontiac, but
emotionally, it sure did tug
some heart strings.

In one week, 221 cords of
wood - about 14 dump truck-
loads - were donated by peo-
ple in Chapeau, Fort
Coulonge, Campbell’s Bay,
Otter Lake, Calumet Island
and every place in between.

The wood was distributed
(0 storm-ravaged victims in
places such as Chelsea, Cant-
ley, Val Des Monts, La
Péche, Montreal’s south
shore and parts of eastern
Ontario.

“It’s incredible,” says Fort
Coulonge Fire Chief Patrick
Dubé, who coordinated the
relief effort with fellow resi-
dent Bert Morin.

When asked if he thought
Pontiac would be so gener-
ous, Dubé replied: “Gener-
ous”? you have to find a big-
ger word than that.”

Dubé and Morin weren't
expecting to collect even half
of that when they began their
donation campaign Jan. 12.

continued on page 2

Paul McGee

EQuity Reporter Pontiac

Pontiac residents can apply
for financial assistance from the
ice storm compensation package
offered by the Quebec govern-
ment, Pontiac MNA Robert
Middlemiss says.

Forms can be picked up at
each municipality’s town hall.
Proper identification and proof
of full-time residency in Quebec
IS required, says John Burke, of
the Ministry of Public Security.

Under an order-in-council
adopted by the Quebec govern-
ment on Jan. 11, any citizen
“whose main residence was
affected by a power outage or
was inaccessible for several
days” i1s entitled to receive

Storm brings damage

Paul McGee

EqQuity Reporter Pontiac

The ice storm of the century
may have repercussions extend-
Ing into the next century.

“The effect it (ice storm) will
have is spreading the risk from
the few to the many,” says John
Melloul, of Rowat Insurance.
“In the future, more than likely,
property and auto insurance
rates will rise.”

It 1s estimated by the
Insurance Bureau of Canada the
damages may exceed $1 billion.

Melloul says people may be

Trans Canada snowmobilers ride in Pontiac

Paul McGee
Equity Reporter Pontiac

Fifteen snowmobilers par-
ticipating in the cross-Canada
run passed through Pontiac
County Saturday.

The riders, part of the
PowerStreak Rendez-Vous
‘98, began in Newfoundland
on Dec. 1997 and will
finish in British Columbia
near the end of February. The
8,000 kilometre ride 1s to
launch the Trans Canada
Snowmobile Trail.

Randy Pitt, past president
of the Pontiac Snowmobile
Drivers’ Association, says the
corridor was ready for the
riders when they passed
through Saturday. Pitt says
volunteers helped groom the
trail. About 80 per cent of the
region's 550 kilometres of
trails are open.

Pitt says the ad the PSDA
ran in last week’s EQUITY
requesting volunteers receiv-
ed a good response. How-
ever, more volunteers are
needed this weekend.

financial assistance.

Under the program, all house-
holds without power for a peri-
od of at least seven days, begin-
ning Jan. 12, would be entitled
o receive $70 per person for
that period.

Therefore, a household of four
would receive $280 per week. If
the household is without power
tor only two days in the next
period beginning Jan. 20, for
example, each person would
still receive full compensation
of $70.

The order-in-council was
amended on Jan. 14 to allow
assistance for those without
power or access for a period less
than seven days, once again,
beginning Jan. 12. Under this

angry at the prospect of rising
rates, but insurance companies
are  “in business to make
money,  not lose.

Mclloul says people should be
wary of making small claims,
especially repeatedly, because
they may be “denied insurabili-
ty.”

“For power surges, the insur-
ance policy doesn’t pay for
repeated occurrences, unless
fire ensues,” Melloul says.

There are misconceptions as
to what 1s covered by insurance,
he says. Tree removal is not

WARM HEARTS: Braving sub-zero temperatures on Wednesday, Jan.
14, Bryson residents loaded stove wood bound for Casselman,
Ontario residents without power. Helping were: Mike Stanton, Gerald

Residential compensation begins

provision, residents can claim
510 per day per person in eligi-
ble households. All claims
would be verified through
Hydro Quebec records in Hull.
As well, those on social assis-
tance  meeting  eligibility
requirements are entitled to a

supplement to cover the cost of

replacing spoiled food.

Middlemiss told THE EQuITY
any residents “feeling they are
suffering a prejudice™ because
the period from Jan. 5 to Jan. 11
15 excluded from the compensa-
tion program could *“approach
municipal council to get them to
pass a motion to request assis-
tance from the government.”

All claims must be submitted
by Feb. 15, 1998.

claims

covered, unless the tree dam-
ages a building. Ice damages
can be covered, but it depends
on the policy, he says.

Power lines ripped from house
are covered, he says, and advis-
es people to get quotes before
having work done.

It is rumoured an area electri-
cal contractor quoted a resident
an inflated amount to repair a
service line. The amount is pur-
portedly $180 per hour com-
pared to the rates of another
contractor, who was charging
$50 per hour.

FILLER UP: Two members of the PowerStreak '98 cross-country riders stop at
Stinson’s gas station in Campbell’s Bay Saturday before heading to the Coulonge
Golf and Country Club for lunch. From there, the 15 riders were off to Pembroke for
the night. The tour began in Newfoundiand on Dec. 29 and finishes in British
Columbia at the end of February. This is the first year of the 8,000 kilometre Trans

Canada Snowmobile Trail

——————————

Stewart, Marcel and Claudette Dufault, Jim Stewart, Leo Ralston and
Donna Ralston-Leblanc. See story page 3.
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Privatization scrapped

Sylvia Bakker

EQuity News Editor Shawville

Kitchen, laundry and
housekeeping services in
Pontiac’s Health Services
will not be privatized.

Pontiac’s board of direc-
tors voted to accept a recom-
mendation from GES, the
Montreal consulting firm
hired to look into alterna-
tives o privatization.

GES recommended man-
agement and the board work
with the union to reorganize
auxiliary services in order to
save the required $600,000.

This means 21 employees
will not be transferred out of
auxihary services, and other
employees on the recall list -
with no job security — wil
most likely still have recal
work. Privatization would
have meant the transfer of 2|
employees and less work for
those on the recall list.

GES also recommended
the union form its own com-
pany to eventually take over
these services.

Pontiac’s health services -

Pontiac Community
Hospital, the CLSC, Pontiac
Reception Centre  and

Manoir Sacré Coeur - could
not save money by keeping
the status quo, GES said.
The board was in the
process of privatizing house-

photo Paul McGee

Sylvia Bakker
Equity News Editor

After being told the decision
(O
Elementary
reversed,
shot down at Monday night’s
provisional council meeting.

The provisional council for
F,nglish School Board 50-06
voted 11-5 against discussing
the fate of Campbell’'s Bay
Elementary again.

When school boards switch

Keeping, laundr and
Kitchen. In fact, tenders had
been opened and were being
analyzed by the board when
GES made 1ts recommenda-
tion Jan. 13

According to Charlotte
L' Ecuyer, director-general of
Pontiac’s Health Services,
privatization would have
saved money but Pontiac
Health Services would have
been caught up in legal
wranglings for years.

“That would have cost a
lot of money to the establish-
ment,” she says.

The CSN (Confédération
des syndicats nationaux) had

begun legal proceedings
against  Pontiac  Health

Services when the privatiza-
tion process began.

After that, the board
agreed to a CSN recommen-
dation to allow GES to do a
study on alternatives to pri-
vatization. The study began
last November.

No company
for union

While the board has unan-
imously accepted GES's
proposal, the union has not.

“We have not agreed to
form our own company,”
says local union president
Jerry Chevalier. “Then we re
just privatizing it ourselves.”

The union is, however,

Ayimer
Campbell’'s Bay

would be
parents were again

close

o hinguistic-based  from
denominational-based  this
September, Campbell’s Bay

Elementary will close
St. John's Elementary
house Grades 4, 5, 6,
John Paul II High School will
be home to kindergarten and
Grades
Secondary I to V students.
Karen Cummings-Amyotte,
chairperson ol
Bay

will
while

1. 2 and 3 and

Campbell’s

sChoo! com-

Elementary

ready to work with manage-
ment to reorganize the work
10 meet budgetary cutbacks,
Chevalier says.

Chevalier says he's glad
that recommendation from

GES has support from not
only the board, but also from
the Régie régionale de la
sante et des services sociaux
de 1" Outaouars.

Ways to reorganize the
services could vary from
using cheaper cleaners to
overhauling the entire sys-
tem, Chevalier says.

Chevalier does not totally
rule out the union forming
IS own company years from
nOw.

“It’s always a possibility,”
he says. “But not right now.”

L'Ecuyer says GES’s rec-
ommendations are in keep-
ing with the board’s goals: to
cut $600,000 and to keep
jobs in this territory.

The board needs to cut
nearly $1 million from
health services for the ‘98-
99 year.

In addition to the $600,000
in auxiliary services,
$370,000 will come from
other departments.

As for the 13 private bids
which the board received.
they have all been rejected
since GES made its recom-
mendation.

Council refuses to
discuss fate of CBE

mittee, says she was told by a
provisional council member
the decision to close
Campbell’'s Bay Elementary
would be reversed.

But at Monday night’s meet-
ing, Cummings-Amyotte and
about 30 other concerned par-
ents were told council would
not reverse 1ts decision.

Council already went to
consultation with parents,
explains provisional council
chairman Jerry Barber.

“Al that time the motion (to

close Campbell’s Bay
Elementary) passed unani-
mously,” Barber says. “We

want to move forward.™

Barber says they can’t run
three schools in a small com-
munity hike Campbell’s Bay
Elementary, and he says there
1s ample space for all children
in the two schools.

continued on page 2

Harris vies
for provincials

Sylvia Bakke =t
Fquﬁ News Editor 'NUrso

A Shawville foursome has one
more chance to make it to the
provincial curling championships

After finishing third at the
regionals in Thurso, skip Gary
Harris and teammates Dave Draper.
Rickey Lee Allen and Lorne Green
learned they qualified tor the chal
lenge round

Scheduled to be held in Trois
Rivieres at the end of this month
the challenge round allows all
third-place finishers in the eigh!
regional competitions to play for
one remaining provincial berth

Harris says his chances of win
ning the challenge round look

“very good.”

“Donnie Westphal's not there.”
he adds, referring to the skip wh
beat Hamms twice at the regionals in
Thurso. Westphal’s rink has made it
10 the Brier the last two years.

But Harris was pleased with his
rink’s performance at the regionals
The ftoursome qualified for the
regionals when they finished sec-
ond 1n the West Quebec zone play-
ofts last December. The only team
to beat Harris was Westphal

This was the first ume a
Shawville team qualified tor the
regionals.

Because of the i1ce storm, the
exact date for the challenge round
has not yet been set. Some regional
competitions still have to be played
because of power outages.

Community
bonspiel starts
tomorrow

Sylvia Bakker =il (2
EQuity News ?dl’“' Shawyville
It’s that time of year again when
everyone's an Ed Werenich or an
Anne Merklinger.
The Shawville Community

Bonspiel — the largest such bon
spiel in Canada - gets underway
Thursday at 7 p.m., and for the nexi
Il days, much of the town will be
suffering from curling fever

Seventy-two teams - nearly 300
people - will be looking to unseat
Shawville Municipality who took
home the coveted toilet seat last
year.

Draws will begin at 7 p.m. and 9
p.m. durmg the week, and on week-
ends games will also be played dur-
ing the day, with the final draw
beginning at 5 p.m., Sunday, Feb
l.

Popular Irish entertainer Robin
Averill will be performing at the
rink this Saturday night. Everyone
IS welcome

Preliminary
hearing
remanded

A preliminary hearing for a
Shawville man charged with
attempted murder has been
remanded until Feb. 25

Shawn Thompson, 22, appeared
in Hull court Friday in connection
with the attempted murder of
Orville Burgess, 38, of Quyon.

Burgess is paralyzed from the
waist down after he was alleged!y
thrown off the Hwy. 148 overpass
over the old CP Rail track jus\ easl
of Quyon Sept. 26. He had been
hitchhiking from Aylmer to Quyon
when he was picked up by men he
Knew.

Burgess lay in the ditch for about
I8 hours before he was able to drag
himself to the highway and flag
down a passing motorist.

Today, Burgess is undergoing
physical therapy, but, according to
his family, the paralysis is perma-
nent.

Thompson's preliminary hearing
will determine if there is enough
evidence to go to trial. A publica
tion ban prevents the media from
reporting any presented
until an actual tnal begins

evidence




Continued from page |

In addinion to wood, truck-
loads of food and other
g2oods were donated by Pon-
tlacers and sent to places
such as Buckingham, St
Hubert and St. Clothilde,
near Montreal, areas the Sé-
curité civile said were in
desperate need of help.

After watching images of
the storm devastation on tel-
evision, Dubé knew he had
10 do something.

Soon after Dubé and Mor-
in began their campaign,
Richard Vaillancourt joined
them by collecting wood in
the upper end.

It wasn't long betore they
had volunteers in Otter
Lake, Bryson, Calumet Is-
land and Campbell's Bay.

Many people wanted (o
donate, but didn't have a
means of bringing the wood
0 the drop-ott centre.

Problem was solved when
Raymond Charette donated
his pickup truck to collect

wood. Many other volun-

leers also helped coordinate

the donation drive, Dubé

says.
"Here when we're cold we
just throw another block on
the fire or turn up the ther-
mostat,” Dubé says. "We
take it for granted."
Heart wrenching

Dubé’'s work didn't end
when the donation blitz end-
ed here Friday. On the week-
end, he took a truckload of
food, himself, to St. Clo-
thilde, which is between
Chateauguay and Valley-
field.

“It's one thing to see it on
TV,” he says. "It's another
10 actually be there. It's two
different experiences, total-
ly."

Dubé says they don't have
snow on their roofs 1n St.
Clothilde; they have four to
six inches of ice. Verandas
are squashed. Blown trans-
formers lay on the ground
next to the roads. A barn
caved in killing a number of
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Truckloads of wood,
food donated to victims

horses

Seeing the people hving
in shelters was especially
heart wrenching, for Dubé.

"They look so sad,” he
Says.

Many have been shelter-
bound for two weeks, and
power isn't expected to re-
turn for at least (wo more
weeks.

But the people were ec-
static to receive the dona-
tions from Pontiac, and
many were amazed at the
distance Dubé and his vol-
unteers travelled to gel
there.

"I'll do anything I can to
help,” says Dubé, who
helped raise $800 for vic-
tims of the Saguenay flood
in 1996.

"Someday, it might hap-
pen to us.”

Donations to storm vic-
tims can still be made at the
Caisse Populaire in Fort
Coulonge. The money will
be sent to the Red Cross,
which is distributing relief
aid.

Campbell’'s Bay Elementary

Continued from page 1

The parents presented

council with a petition of

631 names in favor of keep-

ing all three schools open.
This would see Camp-

bell's Bay Elementary be

Extension granted

home (o Kkindergarten,
Grades 1, 2 and 3 students,
St. John's Elementary

would house Grades 4, 5 and
6, and John Paul II High

School would remain as 1s.
Cummings-Amyotte says

the school board will actual-
ly lose money by closing
Campbell's Bay Elementary.
She says she already knows
of 30 parents who refuse (o
send their children to ele-
mentary school with high
school students.

to fix building infraction

Shawville Council
November 18, 1997

The regular meeting of
council adjourned on Nov.
11, 1997 18 reconvened by
Mayor Albert Armstrong on
Nov. I8, 1997,

Moved by Sandra Murray
that council grant the
Shawville and District
Family Residence
Committee an extension of
90 days from Oct. 31, 1997
regarding the notice ot
infraction sent by the build-
Ing inspector on Sept. 30,
1997 and that the Fire
Committee be appointed to
look 1nto this matter.

Moved by Royce
Richardson that council
authorize first aid courses
for CSST coverage and will
pay half the cost for the fire
department.

Moved by Sandra Murray
that council authorize the
payment of $50 for two

Obituary
Selma

Amelia
Mielke

Selma Amelia Mielke ot
LLadysmith, QC, passed
away at the age 85, on Dec.
26, 1997 1in Pontac
Community Hospital.

Selma was born on Dec.
27, 1911 in Schwartz, QC.

Beloved wife of Verner
Thrun, whom she married
on Aug. 7, 1940 in St John's
[Lutheran Church,
Ladysmith, QC.

Loving mother of Dennis
and Denver Thrun, dear
grandmother of Crystal and
Christopher Thrun.

She i1s also survived by
many nieces and nephews.

Predeceased by her par-
ents William Mielke and
Mathilda Zacharias, four
sisters Margaret (Mrs Fred
Fierobin), Lena (Mrs Albert
Yach), Minnie (Mrs Mano
Fierobin), Olga Mielke, and
one brother Fred Mielke.

Funeral was on Dec. 30,
1997 from W.). Hayes &
Sons Funeral Home. Pastor
Carl Kappes officiated at
the service which took
place in St John's Lutheran
Church.

Organist Roy Bretzlaff
played Rock of Ages,
Abide with Me and
Amazing Grace.

Interment was in St John's
Lutheran Cemetery,
Ladysmith, QC. Pallbearers
were Gerald Mielke,
Clifford Fierobin, Gordon
Fierobin, Kenneth Yach,
Melvin Mielke and Marcel
Dufault.

copies of a feasibility study
prepared tor the municipali-
ly of Hinchinbrooke, as
requested by council.

Moved by Sandra Murray
that council approve the
Biblio-Outaouais annual fee
for 1998 at a cost of
$5,216.40 from Centre
réegional de Services aux
Bibliotheques Publiques
(CRSBP) and the special
contritbution for 1998 at a
cost of $828. to update the
local collection.

Moved by James Hodgins
that Cr Sandra Murray be

appointed as Shawville

municipal representative to
the CRSBP Outaouais,
effective Nov. 18, 1997,
Moved by James Hodgins
that council give the
Shawville/Clarendon
Chamber of Commerce per-
mission to use the arena for
a "Trade Fair” to be held
May 30 and 31, 1998 and
that there be no rental
charge.
Moved

by Carson

Hodgins that council
approve the quotation sub-
mitted by Donald S.
Hodgins Inc. for the
removal of Lhights at the
Town Hall and the installa-
tion of two extra hghts and
an outside plug at the Town
Hall, total amount 1s not to
exceed $709.94.

Moved by Keith Harns
that council authorize the
payment of an invoice sub-
mitted by Martel and Sons
in  the amount of
$11,942.48.

Moved by Keith Harris
that council set the interest
rate at 14 per cent annually
effective Jan. 1998.

Moved by James Hodgins
that the charge for all 55
minutes rental time at the
arena be one hour.

Cr Carson Hodgins leaves
the meeting because of pos-
sible conflict of interest.

Moved by Sandra Murray
that council agree to partici-
pate in the Visa-Biblio con-
test for 1998 at a cost of
$120.

will be held at

HONORED: Captain Todd Smart, 29, of Shawville,
Quebec, received the Somalia Medal from

Nova Scotia's Lieutenant-Governor,

the

Honorable John James Kinley. Captain Smart is
an Air Navigator with the Helicopter Operational
Test and Evaluation Facility at 12 Wing,
Shearwater, Nova Scoftia. He is the son of Arthur
and Beryl Smart of Shawville, and is a graduate
of Pontiac Protestant High School and the Royal
Military College of Canada.

-—

Dogs causing

problems for farmers

Bristol Council
October 6, 1997

In attendance: Acting
mayor Ronald Dagg, Crs
Donald McCredie, Keith
Smith, Basil Orr, Jim
Congdon and George Pirie.

Kelly Finlan and David
Bronson met council
regarding dogs running at
large and causing problems
with tarmers and their cat-
te.

Motion by Cr Orr that
registered letters be sent to
the parties involved, with a
copy of the Dog Bylaw, and
request them to take the
necessary steps 1o assure
that their dogs are kept on
their property, within two
days of receiving the letter,
or turther action will be
taken.

Robert Proulx and Chris
Young met council con-
cerning the tires that were
dumped at the bridge on the
Goldmine Road South.
Motion by Cr Congdon thar
action be taken to clean up
the tires.

Sylvain-Paul CHté met
council concerning the
paving of the Gilpin Road,
and registered a complaint
that he was against the
paving of this road, and that
the Whart Road should
have been paved instead as
It was more heavily trav-
elled, in his opinion.

Peter Haughton met coun-
cil asking information on
the proposed new subdivi-
sion near his property being
planned by John Laird, and

Parent-Teacher Interviews

Pontiac Protestant High School

Thursday, January 29, 1998
from 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Interviews to be held in the Gymnasium.
All parents / guardians are encouraged to attend.
Light refreshments will be provided.
Please bring report cards with you.

K

Weddzng Plans?

. wedding stationery
. yersonnlized naykins

Start ylanmng
Your syecial day with

o ift items

e Accessories

o and much, much more from...

by International Artcrafts™
available at

Pontiac Printshop Ltd.
133 Centre St., Shawville, Quebec

819-647-2204

to find out if the access
roads would be serviced by
the municipality or private-
ly. Council does not take
over roads unless they are

to the standards of the
bylaws. He was instructed

to contact the Building
Inspector for further infor-
mation if required.

The file concerning the
arrears of the transfer fees
was discussed. Motion by
Cr Congdon that we request
our legal department to pro-
ceed to follow up on this
file.

Motion by Cr Pirie that
accounts totalling
$184,259.81 be paid for the
month of September.

Motion by Cr Smith that
we apply to Biblio
QOutaouais to have them
install a bilingual internet
on the library computer.

bi
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Maurice Beaubien

Maurice Beaubien

on Jan. 2, 1998,
Bulnvcd husband of
Georgette Gagnon

Beaubien whom he married |
on June 30, 1952 in Our '
Lady of Perpetual Help
Church in Waltham.

Loving father of Serge
(Shirley) and Roger
(Rachelle) and grandfather
of Chantelle, Natasha.
Renée, Manon and Emma.

He 1s also survived by
Jean-Jacques (Montreal),
Aline (London), Frangoise
(Montreal) and Julictlc
(Flonda).

Predeceased by Julc.s
Beaubien and Antoinette

Legault.
Funeral was on Jan. 5,
1998 from Ringrose

Funeral Home for service at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Waltham conduct-
ed by Rev. H. Harrington,
Rev. Shalla and Rev.
Fortin. The Waltham Choir
sang under the direction of
Helen Perry, the organist
was Joe Rochon.

Pallbearers were Arthur
Gagnon, Denis Gagnon,
Valmore Gagnon, René
Gagnon, Aurele Gagnon
and Ronald Gagnon.

Out of town people
attending the wake and
funeral included Mrs
Beaubien's aunt and cousins
from Detroit, Mrs Beatrice
Gagnon, her son Donald
and his wife, Aline
Beaubien, daughter and son
Nning from London, Ont.
and a cousin from Montreal
as well as people from
Maniwaki and local areas.

Maurice was a millwright
and contractor. He was a

MS 1s the most common

neurological disease affecting
young adults in Canada.

Mulfiple Sclerosis

SOCKTY OF CANADA
1-800-268-7582

of

very friendly man and a
Waltham, QC, passed away good

at his home at the age of 74

enj
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Seniors’ Group.
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neighbour. He
joyed playing cards and
s a member of the

[

35th Wedding Anniversary

for Evans and Nell Rooney

Saturday, January 31, 1998

upstairs at the Cobden Legion X

9:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Best Wishes Only
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to a special mom

_ A A A A A 4Ad &

Mary McGuire Morin

J

Love always from your
17 Children
15 In-laws
35 Grandchildren
11+ Great grandchildren

°v5 REGISTER NOW!

The Pontiac Business Centre
Shawville, Quebec

is offering

Advanced Computer Training

in OFFICE AUTOMATION

using the software

Power Point, Excel, Word and Works

450 hours

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
February 2, 1998 - June 19, 1998

(includes a 3 week work placement)

Cost: $125.00

Admission Requirements:
Secondary Studies Vocational Diploma
or
Equivalent qualifications/training.

For more information call: 647-5605
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Ice storm

Bryson lends

hand to Casselman

Sylvia Bakker
Equity News Editor  Bryson
People in Casselman were
sure glad one of their resi-
dents had ties to Bryson.
Because of Donna Ralston
— a Casselman resident who
grew up in Bryson - the
storm-ravaged area received
I'l1 cords of much-needed fire
wood.

How badly was it needed?
Within 20 minutes, the en-
tire dump truckload was
emptied.

"They were so excited,"
says Ralston, daughter of
Leo and Gisele Ralston, of
Bryson.

"They didn't know where
Bryson was, but they were
so thankful for the wood."

The wood was collected
through Ralston and dona-
tions from Bryson and area
residents.

Brian Stanton donated the
use of a dump truck, while

Shawn Smith gave up his
time to drive the truck Jan.
14.

Through donations from
Stone Container and other
businesses, Ralston was
able to purchase six cords of
wood.

An additional five cords
were donated by Fred
Schultz, of Calumet Island.

Ralston was also able to
purchase baked goods and
300 candles to bring to her
fellow residents.

Ralston's own home has

been without power since’

Jan. 8. After three days with
no heat, Ralston, her hus-
band Mike Leblanc and son
Nicholas, 4, moved into a
cousin's place, where there
was a woodstove and a fire-
place.

Four families lived to-
gether in one house.

"We pretended we were on
a nice ski vacation for a few
days,” Ralston laughs.

~-photo Dave Moore
NOT SUCH BROAD SHOULDERS: Bus driver David Thompson found out that
the ditches are closer than they appear. Jan. 19, Thompson met with an
oncoming car on the 5th Line at the Sand Bay Rd and moved over to
make room. His bus slid into the ditch. Plows widening the road with their
blades out over the ditch, seemed to make nice shoulders on county
roads. “No kids were on the bus,” according to Hervé LaSalle of LaSalle
Bus Lines in Shawville. “He hadn't started his run yet." Cost to pull the bus
out is reported to be between $200 and $300 under contract with a Hull

But after a few days of
that, Ralston decided to bail
out with her son and stay
with her parents in Bryson.

Leblanc stayed behind to
keep their house and a
neighbor's warm with the
generator. During the day,
he 1s often going from
house (0 house operating
sump pumps.

Ralston says many Cas-
selman residents have done
the same - the women and
children have gone to live
with relatives, while the
men stay behind.

"It looks like a war zone,"
she says, after recently visit-
ing the area. "There are mil-
iary everywhere, helicop-
ters.”

Ralston says morale is
good n Casselman. But
with some people in their
third week of the blackout,
fatigue 1s starting to kick
in,

Municipalities recoup
exceptional expenses

Paul McGee
EqQuity Reporter Pontiac

Municipalities in the Pon-
tiac MRC will recover any
exceptional expenses caused
by the ice storm, says Pierre
Belanger, Minister of Public
Security.

Acting on Belanger's rec-
ommendation, the council
of Quebec ministers esta-
blished a financial assistance
program to help municipali-
ties recover such costs as

Otter

Lake
rates up

Paul McGee
Equity Reporter  Otter Lake

Like many other munici-
palities in Pontiac MRC,
provincial downloading
forced the municipality of
Leslie, Clapham, and Hud-
dersfield to raise the mll
rale.

Ratepayers will pay 72
cents per $100 of property
evaluation in 1998, an In-
crease of five cents.

Therefore, a property eval-
uated at $50,000 would cost
the ratepayer $360 in taxes,
compared to $335 in 1997.

The total budget of
$735.918 was approved in
early December.

temporary shelters, equip-
ment, generators, and man-
power.

Shawville Mayor Albert
Armstrong says the com-
pensation will be used iIn
his municipality for
"backhoes, a bucket truck,
manpower, chainsaws, and
the use of Pontiac Protest-
ant High School and the Li-
ons Hall as temporary shel-
ters.”

John Burke, a civil securi-

ty officer with the Ministry
will visit Shawville within
two weeks to meet with
council, Armstrong says.

Pontiac MNA Robert
Middlemiss confirmed the
compensation program for
municipalities. Each munic-
ipality is responsible for
covering the costs caused by
the ice storm, to be later re-
imbursed by the govern-
ment, he says.

Portage donates
$1,600 for snowsuits

For the third year in a
row, the village of Portage
du Fort had made a large do-
nation to the Pontiac Snow-
suit Fund.

More than $1,600 was
raised through a sale and a
draw.

Gail Ouellet and Beatrice
Thompson again held a sale
at the church, raising about
$800.

The other $800 was raised
through a draw organized by
Essiambre Store. Winner of
the draw was Marie Cybul-
ski of Toronto.

Thorne taxes rise

Paul McGee
Equity Reporter Thorne
Thorne ratepayers will pay
a higher mill rate for 1998
due to provincial download-
Ing, says secretary-treasurer
Bob Charette.
Instead of paying the 1997
rate of 57 cents per $100 of
property evaluation, ratepay-
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ers will pay 59 cents, a two-
cent increase.

For example, a property
evaluated at $50,000 will be
taxed $295 in 1998, instead
of the 1997 tax of $28S5, a
3.6 per cent increase.

The total budget of
$456,789 was approved by
council.
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Automobile

theft foiled

Paul McGee
tQuity Reporter

Two car thief wanna-bees
picked the wrong car to steal
on Main Street Thursday.

While the owner of the
the only 1995, red Mustang
in Shawville was In
Hursty's getting a coffee at
noon, the car went missing.

Mick Eades, noticing his
car was not parked where he
left 11, went back in 1O
Hursty's and was told by
Reuben Stewart that two
men drove away in the Mus-
tang moments before.

Eades decided to pursue
the car nabbers, so he bor-
rowed a friend's van and
drove to J&J Grocery on
Hwy. 148, where he was
told the Mustang was at Pi-
re's gas bar.

Eades was told at Pirie’s
the car was headed towards
Bean's garage. Blake Pirie
notified the Sireté du Qué-
bec while Eades continued
the chase. At Bean's he was
told they put $10 of gas in
the Mustang and left.

Eades spotted the car on
Centre Street, and tried to
block the getaway, but the

shawville

driver turned the Mustang
around, and headed east on
Hwy. 148. Lee Laframboise
noticing the attempted
block, decided to join the
Chase.

With Eades in hot pursuit,
and Laframboise following
behind, the Mustang passed
a tractor trailer at Wilson's
corner doing 80 mph.

Meanwhile, the SQ In
Campbell's Bay notified the
police in MRC des Col-
lines, who promptly pur-
sued the stolen vehicle,
which was clocked doing up
(o 104 mph on the snow-
covered roads.

T'he vehicle took the ditch
near Stanton's garage in
Quyon. Eades and Officer
Fournel of the Collines po-
lice chased the suspects on
foot through a field, catch-
ing and arresting them. The
two suspects from Ottawa
were turned over to the
Streté du Québec.

In a press release, the
MRC des Collines police
credits the operation’s suc-
cess to "the good collabora-
tion of our citizens.”

School taxes

will go to
French board

Sylvia Bakker
EqQuity News Editor  Aylmer

The new English school
board for West Quebec will
have an increase of about
2,000 students from the cur-
rent enrolment in the West-
ern Quebec School Board,
but there 1s fear revenues
will not increase proportion-
ately.

How to increase that reve-
nue — specifically how to
convince taxpayers o sup-
port the English board -
was the topic of discussion
alt a press conference at the
WQSB office Monday.

Parents whose children at-
tend school in the English
board will automaticaliy pay
their taxes to that board.

But the real problem will
be to get taxpayers without
children.

Their taxes will automati-
cally go to the French board
unless they specity other-
wise,

Administrators at the
WQSB fear it may be diffi-
cult to get on the English
school board list.

Notices will be sent to
taxpayers concerning elec-
tions, but many people may
disregard the notice.

"When they move (o that
electoral list, taxes will go
to that board,” says Kevin
Drysdale, WQSB's director
of education. "We're going
o invest the money to get
these people.”

Under the old system,
there was more opportunity
to choose which board tax-
payers wanted to support.

Revision periods to gel on
the English school board
electoral list are expected to
take place in the spring. It
1s expected people will have
(0 visil a revision centre to
do so, which could pose

problems for many elderly
residents.

The new board also wants
0 make eve: y effort to reach
the English Catholic popu-
lation, who were a minority

in the former Catholic
boards.
In total. Pontiac MRC

will have three seats of the
21 in the electoral division
proposal for English School
Board 50-06 presented Mon-

day. Pontiac Municipality
will have one seat.

Currently the tax rate — 35

cents — is the same for both
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the English and French
boards.

The new English school
board - which 1s yet un-
named - will be home 1o

8250 students in 32
schools.

The WQSB now has
6,500 students in 22
schools.

Boundaries

Also revealed Monday
were the boundaries for ele-

mentary schools in the new
English school board.

While new registrants to
the board must respect these
boundaries, students who are
currently attending any of
the schools comprising
English School Board 50-06
may continue in that
school.

A student living in Shaw-
ville, for example, who at-
tends St. John's Elementary
in Campbell's Bay will be
able to continue to do so.

But a new kindergarten
student living in Shawville
will have no choice but to
attend Dr. S. E. McDowell.

AECL Chalk River Laboratories

Tours will be offered
at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
each Friday, statutory holidays excluded

* Visitors must be 12 years of age or older
to tour the site
® Younger visitors are welcome to stay at the
Visitors” Centre
* Visitors must have valid identification, i.e.
driver’s licence or, for travellers, a passport

No need to register, but if you want more
information, please phone the
Visitors’
at (613) 534-8811 local 4965
For out-of-area callers 1-800-364-6989
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A AECL EACL

Starting January 23, 1998
Free guided tours

are available on
Fridays, September to May at

-
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TREE REMOVAL,

ROOFING &

LANDSCAPING
SERVICE

* Free Estimates
* Fully Insured

LEE NEWTON, PROP.

819-647-6525

S S S NNSSNNSENANSESSNSNNNASENENNENNANEREREnEEn

Renfrew’s Historic Theatre
334 Raglan Street, Renfrew 432-0866

6TH BIG WEEK
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Tomorrow Vever Dies
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Friday and Saturday — 7:00 p.m. and 9:15 p.m.
Sunday to Thursday — 8:00 p.m.
Matinee
*3.00

ANASTASIA

Matinee
Saturday
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BRIDAL

SUPPLEMENT
will be

published
February 1998.

Due to ice storm

DEADLINE
EXTENDED

for advertising
and photos to
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23

Married or engaged couples wishing to publish
their photo and write-up please contact
Katherine Hynes at THE Equity by Friday,
January 16th, 1998.

Tel.: 647-2204 Fax: 647-2206

~ AECL EACL
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A compter du 23 janvier 1998

Les Laboratoires de Chalk River
d’'EACL
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