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Outaouais officials may

NEWS BRIEF
PFC ‘final

offer’ better,
but gap still
large: union

LITCHFIELD — The [.W.A.
union says that the latest offer from
the PFC saw mill management,
though inadequate, is incentive
enough to return to the negotiating
table.

At 1ts latest round of negotiations
Thursday, July 31, PFC offered the
union 30 cents per hour this year,
35 cents/hr. next year and 40
cents/hr. in 2005. The union is ask-
ing for $2/hr. this year and $1/hr.
next year.

“He finally started to show some
money ... 0 we're willing to nego-
tiate now, said Daniel Dagenais,
mill union representative.

“At first there was no light at the
end of the tunnel” PFC owner
Gustave Brunet initially offered the
union no raise this year and 30
cents/hr. next year.

Still, Dagenais says that the
employees remain upset with
Brunet and are going to remain
tough in negotiations.

“We're willing to negotiate, but
we're not going to get jerked
around,” Dagenais said.

“The guys were very disappoint-
ed (with Brunet) because he always
told us that if we gave him more
production, he'd give us more
money.”

Two weeks ago, Brunet said that
Thursday’s would be the “final
offer.”

When reached by THE EQUITY
Monday, Aug. 11, Brunet said he
wasn’t sure of the union’s position
on the latest offer.

“Well, I don’t know, they didn’t
have the employees vote on it,”
Brunet said.

“They’ll have to get in touch with
my negotiating team.”

When asked if Thursday’s was in
fact the “final offer,” Brunet’s
answer was terse.

“We had a discussion at the table
and they know our position,” he
said.

Homeless
woman 1n
ditch wasn’t
dead, just
sleeping

BRISTOL — A woman found
wrapped in a blanket in a ditch on
Elmside Road near Elmside
Wednesday, Aug. 6 was taking a
nap, says Sgt. Jacques Piché, of the
Pontiac MRC Sreté du Québec.

“She was a homeless woman who
said she was from Gatineau,” Sgt.
Piché said.

"Our officers arrived and woke
her up.”

Ambulance technicians were also
on the scene, but their services
weren't needed.

At the woman’s request, police
drove her to Quyon, where she said
she had a friend to stay with.

Maclean
remembered
for first drive
across North

America

CAMPBELL'S BAY — Back in
1911, George MacLean, of
Campbell’s Bay was the first per-
son to drive across North America.

Maclean and his feat will be
commemorated at the Campbell’s
Bay Memorial Park Saturday at |
p.m.

Members of MacLean’s family
will be on hand to install a bronze
memorial plaque in memory of his
remarkable accomplishment.

The public are invited to attend

the ceremony.
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look at West Nile strategy

Elderly Ottawa
man 1s suffering
from severe

Symptoms
By JONATHAN CROWE
Equity Reporter

The recent announcement
that an elderly Ottawa man is
suffering from severe symp-
toms of the West Nile Virus
may cause Outaouais health
officials to re-evaluate their
strategy to combat the dis-
ease.

Ottawa health officials
believe the man, in his 80s,
may have contracted the dis-
ease locally.

If so, it would be the first
case of West Nile contracted
locally. An individual from
Renfrew County has the ill-
ness, but 1s believed to have
picked up the virus while
travelling in the United
States.

“We have to confirm how
he got it,” said Dr. Yun Jen,
acting for the public health
director of the Régie
régionale de la santé et des
Services SOC1auX de
I’Outaouais (RRSSSO).

“We have to find out what
his situation 1s, what risk fac-
tors he had,” she said.

For the moment, however,
the situation remains the sta-
tus quo, she added.

For the RRSSSO, that
means advising people to
take precautions against get-
ting bitten by mosquitoes.
This strategy was criticized
last May by City of Ottawa
officials, who have taken a
much more aggressive
approach that includes drop-
ping larvicide in the sewer
system and spending an addi-
tional $600,000 on extra test-
Ing.

Ottawa health officials

have recently wamned resi-
dents in the infected man’s
neighbourhood.

Jen defended the Outaouais
strategy. Spraying, for exam-
ple, “will work if you spray
in the right area,” she said.
But the trick is knowing
where to spray. “Even if we
wanted to spray, we wouldn’t
know where.”

With birds, which can carry
the virus, able to travel hun-
dreds of kilometres in a day,
it'’s impossible to know for

“We have to
find out what
his situation is,
what risk

factors he had.”
—Dr. Yun Jen,
RRSSSO

certain where to spray, she
said.
Dead birds

While there have been no
human cases of West Nile in
the Outaouais, four dead
birds have tested positive for
the virus.

The first dead bird in the
Outaouais found to be carry-
ing the West Nile Virus — a
crow in La Péche — was
announced on July 25 by the
RRSSSO. Since then, a sec-
ond crow in La Péche, a blue
jay in Luskville, and a crow
in Hull have tested positive.

But no birds with West Nile
have yet been found in the
Pontiac MRC.

“Not in two years (of test-
ing),” said Dominique
Leroux, a game warden in
Campbell’s Bay.

Because crows can fly
more than 100 kilometres a

day, the report does not in
any way mean that La Péche,
for example, is specifically
afflicted with West Nile,

Dead birds are tested
because they, like people, are
also affected by the virus.
Mosquitoes spread the dis-
case by biting other animals
after having bitten an infect-
ed host.

More than 100 bird species
are believed to be capable of
carrying the virus, but many
bird species are immune.
Members of the crow family
- Ccrows, ravens and blue
jays — are especially suscep-
tible to the disease, which is
why public health officials
monitor them in particular.

People who find dead
crows, ravens and blue jays
should contact
Communication-Québec at
1-800-363-1363, the RRSS-
SO said in its press release.

More than 40 dead birds
with the virus have been
found in Quebec to date this
year, compared with 139
found last year. Nearly 300
birds have tested positive in
Canada, mainly in Manitoba
and Ontario.

Avoiding mosquitoes

The RRSSSO said that
people can carry on with
their normal outdoor activi-
ties, but should take care to
avoid getting bitten.

Jen said that mosquitoes
are most active iw August and
September, but they will per-
sist until the first freeze.

* Wear long-sleeved shirts,
pants, and socks and shoes.

* Avoid going out at sunrise
and sunset, which are mos-
quitoes’ most active periods.

* Make sure your doors and
windows have screens; install
them on baby carriages, tents
and campers.

continued on page 2

Stubborn silo fire continues to

smoulder at Belshers’ farm

By JONATHAN CROWE

Equity Reporter
BRISTOL — Bristol firefighters have been
called three times to Chuck Belsher’s farm in
response to a silo fire that simply refuses to

g0 out.

Belsher was away on holidays when smoke
began to billow from one of his silos at 10:30

a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 12.

He’s thankful that his parents were check-
ing in on his farm and that neighbours three-
quarters of a mile away saw the smoke.

He described it as an act of “spontaneous

combustion.”

Bristol firefighters were joined at the noon
hour by an aerial “telesquirt” truck from the
Shawville-Clarendon Fire Department.

The 60-foot tall silo contained haylage from
June 2002 and was three-quarters full. It
could have been smouldering for months
without ever having been detected, Belsher
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(lt was) probably put in a little too dry,” he

added.

Two wooden doors inside the silo were
burned. Belsher believes that all the feed in

the silo was ruined because of the chemical

foam used to suppress the fire. Belsher did
not find much damage to the silo, but stands

to lose about $5,000 in feed.

More foam was added on Sunday, Aug. 17
when it appeared that the haylage was starting
O 1gnite again.

The fire department was called out again

Monday evening to quell another flare-up.

from one of his silos.

Fire Deparfment was

The silo will have to be emptied, the first
six metres or so with pitchforks because of
the unevenness of the contents.

Last week, firefighters from Beachburg,
who have experience with silo fires, visited
the farm to offer assistance and also to gain
knowledge, since every silo fire is different.

e —————————
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fruck from the Shawville-Clarendon Fire
hters at Chuck Beisher's farm on Wharf Road on
called to the farm when
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CHAPEAU FERRIS WHEEL: A ferris wheel rises over the midway at the Chapeau Fair, the
result of a three-year effort to bring a midway to the fair. Organizers attribute record-
high attendance to the midway’s presence. This year's four-day fair was the 129th

edition of the annual event.

Ferris wheel gets credit for

turning around

Record-breaking crowds show
up for midway, ATV pulls,
‘Survivor Allumettes Island’,

other new attractions

By JONATHAN CROWE
Equity Reporter

CHAPEAU — Crowds at the Chapeau Fair
broke new attendance records over the weekend,
and Gene O’'Brien, president of the Chapeau
Agricultural Society, knows why.

For the first time, the fair had a midway.

“Never had a ferris wheel before,” O’Brien
said.

The midway rides are a result of a three-year
effort spearheaded by Ag Society vice-president
Kim Chaput.

Eventually, they found a midway operator will-
ing to deal with a fair of Chapeau'’s size: Marcel
Boivin of the Quebec-based Camaval National.

“If 1 didn’t bug him as much as I did,” said
O’Brien, “he wouldn’t have come.”

Under the terms of the deal with Camaval
National, the fair had to sell 300 weekend passes
— a target they reached. Chaput — who O’Brien
calls “the driving force behind this” — sold 150
passes alone.

The weekend pass sales, combined with day
pass sales of more than 400 per day, pushed the
total attendance far higher than it had ever been
before.

Other new events at the fair included an ATV
pull and “Survivor Allumettes Island”.

“Survivor,” a take-off on the popular reality TV
series, put 17 local kids, aged 13 to 17, into two
teams and had them perform immunity chal-
lenges to prevent themselves from being “voted
off the island” — Allumettes Island, in this case.

The kids, easily identified by their bandanas,
were a frequent sight on the fairgrounds, since
each challenge set them off on a new expedition.

On Saturday afternoon, it was photos of them-

Chapeau Fair

selves with people they needed to find; on Friday
night, it had been worms in the grass.

By Sunday afternoon the remaining four kids
who had not yet been eliminated competed in the
final challenge — a scavenger hunt — to win
prizes.

First across the line was Sam Vaillancourt, who
took home the snowboard. Pierre Chartrand, in
second place, won the mountain bike, and
Andrew Jones, in third place, won the skateboard.

“It was a big success,” said organizer Melissa
Carroll-Dubeau. “The kids really enjoyed it.”

Another notable event was the return of the
light horse show, which had stagnated in previous
years owing to a lack of entrants. O’'Brien gives

e e it e I e—

“If I didn’t bug him as
much as I did (the
midway) wouldn’t

have come.”
—Gene O’Brien

full credit to Penny Vaillancourt for bringing it
back.

Team penning, which followed the light horse
show, proved to be very popular; crowds filled
the bleachers to watch three riders cut out and
corral three calves in 90 seconds or less.

Still another highlight of the fair was the music.

“Last night it was packed in here,” said O’Brien
on Saturday, referring to Friday’s performance by
the Tequila Mockingbirds, a rock group from
Petawawa.

Afternoon country music was replaced by rock
on Friday night and, on Saturday night, Irish
music from The Town Pants.

“l had phone calls all week,” said O’Brien
about the eagerly anticipated Irish music concert.
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* Wear insect repellent.

Repellents using DEET
should be used with caution
on children, and should not
be used on children younger
than six months. Children
: S under 12 should not use
| RS | repellent with more than 10
. per cent DEET, and it should
be applied no more than
once a day if they’'re under
and no more than three
times a day 1if they're
between two and 12

Children |12 and
adults can use DEET up to a

WO,

OvVer

30 per cent, which should
offer protection for about six
A Goes hours. Other repellents, such

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE: Patro and the Unlted WOY a8 and citronella
held the eighth annual Back to School Sale at St. may also be effective

Peter's Roman Catholic Church parish hall g 6vine standing water
Wednesday, Aug. 6. Here, Patro animateurs Sara such as bird baths. clngucu
Petefs, '9", Ond Meoghon Londry Q"Or\ge SChOO' Cd\ L'\U'l)UL'h\. W ;uims_' P&)f\
supplies on one of the tables. and rain barrels, can help

Patr()’ United Way control the mosquito popu:

e et s .

lavender

lation. because that’s where
they breed.

h 1 k. :\1“\l pcnplc \Ahn dI'C
e p nee y l S infected by the West Nile
Virus never know 1it. Four

out of five will show few or
no symptoms at all, and are
likely to be immune to the
Of the Mmost

prepare for school

By PAUL MCGEE
[’.‘L]UH\ Editor

FORT COULONGE
For eight years now, Patro
and the United Way have
joined eftorts to ensure that
needy children across
Pontiac are prepared for the
school year.

Patro supplied staft at the

Sauriol the sale of
pcncll,\. pPdpCr, sChool h.lz.'\
and other
items 1S more popular than
ever. "“The demand
stronger,  she says
Patro picked up parents
and kids that don't have
transportation, dropping the

kids off at the Patro camp
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disease. rest.

school-related

Happy 20th
Anniversary
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annual “Back to School while the parents shopped.
Sale” Wednesday, Aug. 6 at Children weren’t allowed at
the St. Peter's Roman the sale.

Catholic Church parish hall “The kids have a free day
in Fort Coulonge, while at Patro, and we pick up

United Way contributes to people without a ride, even
the costs of the supplies.
“Yes it was busy,”’ says

DMHC Saurml. O1 }’d[lu

from as far as Chapeau and
Shawville,”
Patro buys the
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FROM THE FRONT

Outaouais health officials may look at West Nile strategy

CLSCs and doctors’ offices.

will suffer no more than a
few days’ fever or aches and
pains. A very few will suffer
more Serious symptoms —
severe headaches and pains,
stiff neck, high fever, mus-
cular weakness, mental con-

fusion — and should seek
immediate medical atten-
t1on.

The most serious effects
of West Nile are meningitis,

there have been cases In
Saskatchewan and Alberta.
In comparison, there were
416 human cases reported in
(Canada last year, though,
since most people who are
infected with West Nile
show no symptoms, the total
number of infections in each
case 1s likely much higher.
Twenty people died of
West Nile last year iIn
Canada; 18 of those were

been reported so far this
year, mostly in Colorado
and Texas. Five people have
died from it. There were
4,156 U.S. cases of West
Nile in 2002.
More information

The Quebec government
provides more information
about the West  Nile Virus
online at
www.virusdunil.info. The
information is available i

Brochures are available at

maximum concentration of

accessories at retail
and sells them at 20 per
of the sticker price

Most of the families (on a
list supplied by the CLSC)
went.

Algonquin continuing ed

PEMBROKE

Registration 1S under way

p!I\jC\.
Melanie and Denis Rivet

August 20, 2003
1o my lovely wife on this
Happy
LLove

cent

very special day.
20th Anniversary.

ered in the the ,
your husband Denis, your

Pembroke Campus, howey

CVCHINg al

for continuing education er a few are offered on four wonderful children
courses at  Algonquin weekends. The Source con and your two lovely
College 1n the Ottawa tains detailed information grandchildren. We all love
Valley This fall the onthe time and date courses vyou very much. XOX0
Pembroke Campus 1s offer- are being offered, tuition

ing more than /0 courses, fees and any book or supply

'v}:th uuu) bcgmmng the COSts. August 20, 2003
first week of September. For more information on

The Source, Algonquin’s The Source, or to register by ”‘dpp} 85th
guide to 1ts continuing edu- phone, contact our admis Birthdav
cation line-up of courses, i1s sions office at 735-4700, "
available at www.algo- ext. 2735 Mother

nquincollege.com/pem-
broke, where students can

(Beulah Hodgins -
Nannie to so many)

also register on-line.

Among the courses being
offered this fall 1s the 16-
week Human Resources
Management program. This
course will cover a wide
variety of issues including
employment equity, leader-
ship skills and behavioural
Processes.

There's also a large selec-
tion of computer, business,
health care and human inter-
est courses. The Source also
highlights the Corporate
Training department at
Algonguin College in the
Ottawa Valley, with a selec-
tion of courses that can be
customized to meet the
needs of local businesses
and their employees.

Most courses are deliv-

~ Advertise

in the
Pontiac
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2004
10th
Anniversary
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Happy Birthday
to
Loyola Griffin
August 22, 2003

May God bless you with
many more.,

Love and Best Wishes
your children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren

and great-great-grand-
children.
“We all love you.”

Best Wishes

from your loving family.
s S A W) o B B S el S T e MW T

Joa and Alvin Stewart
Happy 50th Anniversary
August 22, 2003

Congratulations Mom and Dad.
Love Frances, James, lan, Paul & their families

Book your space now
Call 819-647-2204
Limes

a swelling of the spinal cord

Saturday, August 23, 2003

Golf Club, Vinton, QC
Lunch served

and brain linings, and from Ontario, two were English. Many other gov-

encephalitis, a swelling of from Quebec. ernment agencies and news Mickey Creek

the brain itself. In the U.S., 182 human organizations provide infor- \ 9:00 p.m.
The elderly and those with cases of West Nile have mation online as well.

compromised immune Sys
tems are at the greatest risk
of serious symptoms.

Transmission 1s principal-
ly by mosquito and occa-
sionally through transplants
or transfusions, but the virus
cannot be transmitted from
person (0 person.

Number of cases

Four people have been
diagnosed with West Nile in
Canada so far this year. In
addition to the Renfrew

It is with joy that
Keith and Peggy Fraser and
Robert and Denise Dowe
request the pleasure of your company at the
wedding reception of their children
Bonnie Lynn Fraser and
Christopher Marc Dowe
on Saturday, August 23, 2003 at 9:00 p.m.
Quyon Lions Hall, Quyon, Quebec

County and Ottawa cases,

Bristol Ridge
Camp Meetm

'gs

Taesday Friday at 7:30 pm No servlce on Mon., Aug

... Sunday, Aug. 17 - Rev. Brian Moss
T==August 19 to 24 - Guest speaker: Chuck Price, “Living by F
GospelMusic Night featuring local artists and musicians - Sat., Aug.ﬁﬁ;],pm_
Freedom in Christ Youth Band - August 20-23

mf'c'rass Gospel wnth Gary & Denise Frizell & Co. £

S—
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Mixed Party

in honour of

Tony Hodgins and

Ursula Eisele

Saturday, August 23, 2003 at 8 pm
lLocal Heroes Bar & Grill

4049 Carling Avenue
Kanata

Velma Barnes

Relatives, friends and
neighbours are invited to
drop by to visit with
Velma and help her cele-
brate her 80th birthday,
on Sunday, August 24 - 2
pam. to 5 p.m. - at the
home of her daughter
and son-in-law, Brent and
Lorraine Emmerson,
1941 Highway 148, (cor-
ner of Tremblay Road)
Luskville, QC.
Best Wishes Only please
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57 2003 CHEVROLET IMPALA

208 412298

PER MONTH/ 48 MONTHS
54 545 DOWN PAYMENT PLUS FREIGNT

MORE SPACE « 3.4L 180-HP V6 Engine
* Air Conditioning * Power Locks/ Windows/Mirro

MORE VERSATILE «

MORE VALUE « Automatic Transmission * Alr
Conditioning * NEW 2 21 140-HP ECOTEC Engine * 5-Year/
100,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible

* REDESIGNED Exterior « IMPROVED Ride and Handling

* NEW 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat » Theft-Deterrent System

Automatic * Air Conditioning *

Additional Charge

L AR
vehicto B e claer

LA 2.0 8

FIVE STAR BAFETY RATNO

Chvew rodel W pate Mok » b4 'm
et o et lewt  woey

4 -Speed Automatic
rs/Trunk * Remote

Keyless Entry * Cruise Control » 6-Passenger Seating * CD Stereo

s’ 2003 CHEVROLET VENTURE VAN

5-Year/ 100,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with S0 Deductible » 3 4L 185-HP V6 Engine * 4-Speed

Power Locks * CD Stereo * Tilt

Steering * Flip and Fold Removable Seats * Standard Integral Child
Seat * Dual Sliding Doors * Optional Side Air bags Available for an

o I + 13998 | 198 + 22298

PURCHASE FINANCING
FOR 60 MONTHS'

61000t

WHEN YOU BUY, FINANCE,
OR LEASE VIRTUALLY
ANY NEW 2003.°

GET MORE.

MORE POWERFUL «3
Automatic * Air Conditioning * Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
* Remote Keyless Entry * Cruise Control * CD Stereo * And More

MORE STYLE « 5year/100,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible * 2.2 ECOTEC Engine * 4-Speed
Automatic * Air Conditioning * Cruise Control * CD Stereo * Power

Door Locks * And More
O TN s

A ORTH S

PR MONTH & MONTYY
11 420 DOWN M MEN
LR L

For the latest information visit us at
Motonwmprovmmom\mhncnmu 1000mdwvoo'

or cash purchase at dealership. “*Offer available on 48 month
VL Sedan 1SA MXONenture Value Van R7B8/Alero GX Sodmmmau 7A). Annual cost of

purchmm .‘Vanv‘:t‘?u $11,054/$6,219/$10,524/88,533/$8,881 plus applicable taxes. Annual kilometre limit of 20,
wu - :

and the GMAC purchase finance rate are not available with and are not calculated on
SMARTLEASE/GMAC Purchase Financing offer and the “Cash
represents actual inerest, and is required 10 be expressed as an annual percentage which is 6.
cmmmuoovv‘npgcwwnmm"wbo - Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will
$10,000 at 0% .mnmﬂyg:ﬂw\tnﬂoo.e for s

impala R7 ACavalier VI Sedan 1 C80, MXO/Venture Value Van

Ontario Chevrolet * Oldsmobile * MMwmnmmm(MWU\dmﬂg
trade may be required Limied time offer which may . See your

2003 Fuel Consumption Guide Ratings. 0 Testing conducted by the U S. National H?wm Trafhc Safety Administration (NHTSA)
*Graduate Program offer subject 10 rules and is not 10 be used in conjunction with 005 GM Student Bonus Ofter. 1 The 2003
Malibu was the highest ranked premium midsize car in J D Power and Associates 2003 U S Inital Quality and Dependability
Studies. AVisa International Service Association/TD Bank and GM, licensed users of marks Trademark of TD Bank

‘Cash Purchase Price" shown. The dfference between the
rvovhu'dml‘;mtoboacodoi whether or

i
:
i3
i

i

Northwestern Ontano) Dealers are free 10 set individual

¢
2§

your local Chevrolet » Oldsmobile Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ¥General
w-u Such credit will be included in the relevant SMaRTLEASE monthly payment, purchase price
or trade of $4 645/$2,135/84,550/82,585/$2 420 is required (Impala R7A/Cavalier

of 3.0%/1.0%0.5%71.0%/1.0% per annum. Option 10
km, $0.12 per excess kilometre. Other lease options

xm.mw.mmambnmmwmmm«o VY The SmanTLEAsE monthly payment

borrowing,
92%. $0% purchase financing on approved GMAC
depending on amount borrowed and down paymentirade Example
$0. Total obligation is $10,000 ¥$**¥Ofers apply to 2003 new or demonstrator models of
R7AMalibu R7A equipped as descr bed. Ofers apply 10 quakfied retall customers in the

dealer for conditions and detalls ABest in class based on Natural Resources Canada
O

2003 CThevrote! Malitn
Aanked Best Fniry Medeue
Car oo bl Onsality and
Dmperciabity v e U S

1L 170-HP V6 Engine *» 4-Speed

o 5018 < 16,080

price for the
not the same

prnces. Dealer

’
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Thorne salutes

volunteer firemen

Despite rain, annual ball draws large crowds

By PAUL MCGEE
Equity Editor

LADYSMITH — Despite
the heavy rain showers, a
large crowd turned out at the
TCRA building Saturday
evening to celebrate the
Thorne Volunteer Fire
Department at its annual
ball.

The 23-year-old fire
department has 16 members
dedicated to bringing safety
and security to the commu-
nity.

"It takes some people to
help other people,” said
André Chartrand, a five-
yéar veteran of the depart-
ment.

One visitor to the fire-
fighter’s ball said the
department is important to
the sense of security in the
community.

responding to emergencies
“Getting equipment and
of course, the new legisla
tion,” Guitard said. The new
provincial legislation calls
for the coordination of

“I think 1t will
probably mini-
mize this fire
department
because there
are bigger fire
departments
close to us.”

— Mike Guitard

municipal fire departments

“It's extremely difficult to
recruit, Guitard said. ]
think people realize how
much time it takes for the
courses. Guitard said fire-
lighters wili probably face
420 hours of courses over
[1ve years

Guitard said the depart-
ment, which has two tankers
and an emergency vehicle,
has seen several equipment
\ ").ng'(‘\ over the yCars

“We had to build a new
[ire station, put 1n an anten
na system and get pagers,”
he said

“We've come pretty far
off from a fire phone to the
pager system.”

Guitard said fundraisers,
such as the annual ball, aug
ment the municipality’s con
tribution

“Council has always been

Shawville 4-H
members

gear up

Shawvil

By CHERYL STANLFEY

MCCANN

| he Shawville
’J"_ﬁ"-‘!;ll:‘n }‘ii\t;il';'
with activity \ug. 17 as
about 35 4-H members
gathered for tl first Mock
+-H Show | for the
\?*.:»‘ 'lL l

Junion beel ind dairy
members bri their 4-H
\‘l O the | mds ton
hands-on den nstrations ol
\l\\f\!‘i:."i‘.‘_‘ bedd ;\J\L
preparation, and Hpping

Showmanship classes

| he d.l_’\ W d wi}’,{"k’ki Of1
with members putting their
sKills to the test In SNHOW
H\.,Hl\hlp classes

| he jumior members were

for
le Fair

LN the show '?hf.’!'\hl[‘ C1dSS
cS al Ih‘\' end of the k’.i‘-.
Winners
Grand Champion Beef
showperson: Kalie Dufault
Keserve ('}!.:ii;;\iwf} “L‘(l'
Sho v PCTS0I ,:.'a elvn Closs

(I!.,(!\f { ‘]‘jr.‘;;\,»‘}- '}';t\’
ShOow PCISOT Brett Mac

Reserve Champion Dainy

showperson: Thomas Cor
tigZan

A special thanks goes oul
the sponsors: Valley Mutua
Assurance for halters given
to all yunior participants; H.]

Hobbs & Sons Ltd. and
Brent Corrigan for champi
on and reserve showpersons

awards; and to CIAQ for hat

“Sure it is (comforting and their equipment good to the fire depart- THORNE VOLUNTEERS: The Thorne Volunteer Fire Department (top photo) guided throughout the day given to all junior and senior
knowing they are there),”  “I think it will probably ment.” he said held its annual ball at the TCRA Saturday, Aug. 9. Here, most of the SQUAA 1,y senior 4-Hers. while 4-H participants
said John Shackleton, of minimize this fire depart Local band The Coveralls  pose for a photo. From the left: Sonny Turcotte, René Martineau. Bob alumnus  Jenn Russell The Shawville 4-H club
Carp, who has a cottage in - ment because there are big Richard Vezeau, Grechen Charette, Brent Krose, deputy chief, Gale Miller, Leonard Pasch, Lloyd ffered up her expertise on would like extend an invita
the s, | _ ger fire departments close to  Schwarz, Brent Plouffe and Kluke, deputy chief, Greg Bretfzlaff, Steve Dubeau. Andre Chartrand Jr., beef techniques and overall tion to everyone to come out
Fire chief Mike Guitard  us.” Dan Major — ventured into  qnd Mike Guitard, chief. Missing are firefighters Dan Parent, Mark Keller, leader Cheryl Stanley and watch the 4-H shows at
said the dcpartmcnt faces Another pmhlcm ;\I.:}Jllill;' a variety of musical genres Wayne Dunlop and Bob Holmes. LET'S DANCE: Local band The Coveralls McCann }.“.!“.\j ut on the the Shawville Fair on

several challenges aside st fire dep: 'nts 1s to keep the crowd ente ; : . : : =~ . o ok 2i 4, s ) —
& Most fire Gopartmenis is 0 keep the crowd ente (bottom photo) provided a mixed bag of tunes for listening and dancing dairy side. These ladies also  Friday, Aug. 28 and

fmm hghtlng flbe and rogrlllllﬂg Y‘H(‘hévhk'[\ tained pleasure O' the bQ" had the toueh task o ““h_, .\‘;l!'\”d(!.\‘ f\'.lf_’ 70

2003
Windstar LX

Value
* kK &

For the ninth year running, the Windstar has been awarded
the highes! safety rating for driver and front passenger in the
case of a head-on collision by the U.S. Government National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (www.NHTSA.com)

A word that means “incredible deals”.

o

Taurus LX
* % X % %

the Taurus has been awarded the highest safety ratir
TOr dniver and front passenger in the case of a head-on
sion by the U.S. Government National HH:U!'.‘VJ',' fraffic

oafety Administration (www.NHTSA.com).

; $ 1 9 , 9 9 5 cash purchase
Hurry in while stocks last.

Built for life in Canada

“ Modets shown are for iflustration purposes only. * Freight (Windstar $1,025; Taurus  $990) and apphicable taxes extra Cash purchase only The purchase price advertised includes a taxable rebate from the manutacturer of $1 000, Taxes are calcutated on the full purchase pnoe before
M the rebate 15 apphed. Those offers apply to retail customers. Those offers cannot be combined with any other offer with the exception of the Graduates Recognition Program to which some conditions apply. Those offers apply only to available 2003 vehicles in stock.
- 'i [N

Those lurted-bme offers may be cancelled at any time without notice. Dealers may sell for less. See your Ford deater for Oetails
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Natural?

[t should be hot in North Bay this week, as fed-
eral Liberals meet for their annual national cau-
cus meeting. No, the Liberals won’t be tampering
with the weather nor are they all full of hot air

What promises to be hot at this meeting 1s
debate on the announcement made in June by PM
Jean Chretien that his government would prepare
draft legislation that would allow gay and lesbian
marriages.

Already, his proposal has caused a nift in the
Liberal Party with many MPs again calling for
the PM to resign. Their argument is that he has
thrown a divisive piece of legislation at them, leg-
1slation that won’t likely reach the House until

atter he has retired.

T'he concept of matrimony was developed eons
ago to unite man and woman in an eternal bond
for the purpose of having children and to avoid
inbreeding, incest and other unnatural relation-
ships. However, the Ontario Court of Appeal
ruled 1in June that this historic meaning “offends”
the dignity of same-sex couples and denies them
equality nghts as guaranteed by the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. For many, the
secularization of the concept of marriage 1s an
afront to their moral position on marriage, and
being a moral 1ssue, should not be addressed by
the House.

Former PM Pierre Trudeau uttered those
famous words about the state having no business
in the bedrooms of the nation. So, do the bed-
rooms of the nation have any business in the
House of Commons? Let’s keep the line between
the public and private realms clear and visible.

Paul McGee

What we take
or granted

CBC radio announcers talking about the blackout last
Friday made some observations that made me smile. Or
yell at the radio — | forget which.

They were going on about how marvellous it was that
they could hear the crickets at night, that they could see the |
stars — that the blackout, in other words, had, by removing
the telltale hum and glow of big cities, restored something
that they could only get, | suppose, by driving to their cot-
tages. (Not that cottage developments aren’t packed tighter
than shantytowns, not that Sea-Doos can’t hold their own
against urban noise — but I digress.)

And, like the friend in Ottawa who called me that morn-
ing with the dirt on how things went when the power went
out, they were simply amazed at how polite and patient
everyone was. Now Ottawa dnivers (to take an example
purely at random) are a surly, inattentive bunch at the best
of imes — so are the pedestrians, now that I think about it

- 50 from the perspective of a city dweller, this is signifi-
cant stuff, worthy of breathless, wide-eyed wonder.

But and I'm beginning to appreciate this — from |
someone living in the country might simply shrug and say,
SO what”

How quiet. How friendly. Funny, these are exactly the H

reactions | had when I moved out here nearly three weeks
ago |

[t means that what we take for granted is something still
quite elusive and extraordinary to city dwellers.

[t also says two other things.

One, it says that city dwellers are so disconnected from
each other that it takes a system-wide disaster of this mag-
nitude to remind them that they aren’t the only people in
the universe, and that, whether they want to admit it or not,
they do need to rely on one another to survive.

Whether this new-found sense of community will last
much past the end of rotating blackouts is anyone's guess.
| know where I'd place my bets, though.

And two, doesn’t it say something when radio announc-
ers wonder at the crickets or the stars? Something about

where their world ends”

Jonathan Crowe

Editor’s Note: Reporter Jonathan Crowe joined THE
Eourry two weeks ago
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What you lookin’ at?

REFLECTIONS: 120 YEARS OF NEWS

The Way We Were

COMPILED BY HEATHER ALBERTI DICKSON, PUBLISHER

25 Years Ago
August 16, 1978

Quebec Minister of Health says not to
worry about polio: According to
Raymond Carner, in charge of the CLSC
at Fort Coulonge, the Department of
Health of Quebec i1s not intending to take
any particular steps regarding immuniza-
(1on against pnllu

Police report: Near the cemetery at
Fort Coulonge, Joseph Bernard Plante of
CFB Petawawa missed the curve and
drove car the river where he
drowned. The accident probably took
place Saturday morning, Aug. 12 shorting
after Friday midnight but was not discoy
ered until Saturday morning at 9 a.m
bach the car was
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50 Years Ago

August 20, 1953
Sewage plan proposed: A year ago the
ground was laid for the great day that's
coming when Shawville will have a
municipal sewerage system. Rate payers
in the Village were asked to vote upon the
subject of a preliminary survey being

made. They voted yes to the survey and

now the survey has been made, a by-law
has been drawn up and a meeting to dis-
cuss this by-law was held last 'l‘hur.\duy
night. There was a large attendance at the
meeting which was a demonstration of
widespread interest in this project. Many
questions were asked and with Mayor

Cotie, Notary Harland Rowat, Lawyer
Paul Martineau and a full council there to
answer, the meeting was successful in its
purpose.

75 Years Ago

August 9, 1928

Local news: During the past week an
Ottawa firm placed in position the large
plate glass windows which practically
fills in the front of the W A Hodgins new
store on south side of Main Street.

The weekend witnessed quite a number
of US and Ontario cars pass through town
on their way west and north. Pontiac 1s
fast becoming the mecca of sightseers and
sport lovers from abroad.

Preparations began last week for the
installation of the two additional units
provided for in the layout of the Gatineau
power house at Bryson. When these are
set in motion the capacity of the plant will
be increased to 75,000 horse power.

Whilst some of the farmers have suc-
ceeded in finishing up their haying, a
large percentage of the crop remains out,
owing to the very unfavorable weather
which has prevailed all through the sea-
son. Heavy rains in this neighborhood last
week knocked down a large quantity of
grain.

A 15-pounder: This as the weight of
the grey trout which J B Dover took home
with him, safely packed in ice, on his
return to the city Monday evening. The
fish came from Phillip’s Lake and we are
told that Mayor Argue had a hand in land-

ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM

By KATHARINE FLETCHER

Does it really take a massive power out-
age for us (and our governments) to wake
up to the reality that current power sys-
tems are outmoded? Does it really take
the death of Ardeth Wood, the Ottawa
woman who was murdered 1in broad day-
light while biking in Ottawa, for us to
realize women are still in danger "24-7"?

Thanktully, the fact that Mars 1s closest
to Earth in 60,000 years 1s a positive, nat-
ural phenomenon that will end this col-
umn on a happy note. (Ironic, i1sn’t it, that
human beings have nothing whatsoever to
do with the positive item n this column?
Sigh.)

These three events seemed to me of
such sigmificance that all required some
comment from me this week.

Power outrage ... oops, outage

The City of Ottawa supposedly will file
a claim for $8.5 million from the Ontario
Government, notes Ken Gray in his story
in The Onawa Citizen (Tues, Aug 19,
page B-1). Premier Eves 1s not promising
1O pay.

This cost signifies the tip of the iceberg.

And that’s not even counting such items
as "lost productivity” from city workers.
And 1t doesn’t even give a nod or a wink

to the lost productivity, lost revenues of

self-employed or non-city employees.

One young man paid the ultimate price of

his life, when the candle he was using to
light his room caused his death.

All of these examples represent cata-
strophic losses of varying, major propor-
tions. From all reports, Canadians and
Americans who were subjected to the first
and then subsequent revolving blackouts,
reacted with calm, resourcefulness and
even dignity. Others ~ such as the neigh-
bour who attempted to save the young
man who died - reacted with heroism.

Pity that our politicians and power com-
panies failed us all so miserably.

Pity that Ontario doesn’t have an inde-
pendent power network from the States. It
1s outrageous that Canada i1s joined at the

hip to the USA’s electricity grid.

After 9-11, you would think that
(Canada and the US would have indepen-
dent energy systems. Why? Well, if we're
inextricably joined, if one of us is hit by a
terrorist attack, the other sovereign (sup-
posedly) nation cannot do anything to
assist.

Now, that’s absolute idiocy.

Pity, too, that Ontario has not had an
independent electrical network as does
Quebec.

I'm suspecting that Quebec’s indepen-
dent grid i1s a direct result of the Parti
Quebecois’ dream of sovereignty. Quebec
sells power to the USA, but our
province’s gnd 1s protected from such
blackouts as Americans and Ontario resi-
dents have just experienced.

Pity, also, that Ontario is buying power
from the USA. Why doesn’t Quebec sell
to Ontario, and procure that revenue - and
thus keep revenue in Canada? Is this, too,
because former Quebec governments
have wanted to develop markets in the
US, so that "when Quebec separates” the
“sovereign nation” would be more inde-
pendent from the rest of Canada?

Hopefully, now that we have a premier
who has a Canadian and team-player phi-
losophy in mind, we will see some of
these questions addressed and rectified.

Canada ought to be self-sufficient from
the USA in terms of energy. We depend
upon our neighbour to the south of us for
many things. However, it is way beyond
time for us to be truly sovereign, truly
independent in such fundamental ways as
energy. We don 't need a terrorist attack on
our electrical network to prove this
beyond doubt, do we?

As you'll notice, I've not even touched
on the issues of energy conservation and
alternate energy sources. That's for anoth-
er column. Beyond this, 1 believe we
Canadians (and of course I'm including
Quebeckers) must decide whether we
want true sovereignty. I say yes. Sharing

Dave Moore, THE EQUITY

YOUR OPINION

Produce at Fair

Dear Editor,

To All Pontiac Gardeners:

| am a Fair volunteer and work
in the produce section. | am urg-
Ing you to enter your wonderful
produce in the Shawville Fair next
week. Stop by the Fair Board
Office and pick up a booklet to
find out what all categories there
are. Bring in your entries next
Wednesday evening, Aug. 27,
between 7 and 10 p.m. Please
read your book careful as the list
IS quite specific; e.g. peppers
four each, beans - 12 each, pota-
toes - 10 in a basket, tomatoes -
five each, except for novelty and
plum which is one litre, etc. If you
have herbs, repot them now so
that they will look good next
Thursday morning when the judg-
ing takes place (Remember,
“judges like perky.”).

If you have never entered
before, it's fun. And everyone else
1 Just like you. They love to gar
den and they love fresh produce.
There 1s also a junior garden sec-
tion for ages 5 - 16. The more
entries we have, the better our
fair.

Thanks.
Barbara Nair

ing him; but with what particular kind of
lure deponent sayeth not. Elwood
MacKay 1s said to have been the star wit-
ness of the performance. To be exact this
monster specimen of the trout family
weight 15 Ibs 2 ounces, as it came from its
native element.

Road heist: One of the busses running
on the Hull Chapeau Highway is reported
to have been held up by thugs one night
last week at a point between Chapeau and
Waltham, and the fare box rifled of its
contents.

100 Years Ago
August 13, 1903

Local news: The tower and spire which
the congregation of St Matthew's Church,
Charteris are erecting is nearing comple-
tion. It present a fine appearance and will
be an ornament to the place.

Mr Geo Telford, who has been under
treatment in the general hospital, Ottawa,

for some weeks, was brought home on.

Saturday, still 1n a rather critical condi-
tion.

It is reported that wolves are plentiful in
the neighborhood of Bell’s and Squaw
Lake, and are still playing havoc among
the deer. A further increase in the bounty
for destroying the brutes, would doubtless
induce the settlers in those localities as
well as elsewhere in the province, to make
a business of clearing them out.

Mr James Sheppard of Creemorne, says
it will take 70,000 shingles to cover the
buildings that were unroofed and blown

Of power outrage, women’s wellness, and Mars ...

1s one thing; being self-sufficient, howev-
er, 1s absolutely key.
Ardeth Wood

On Aug. 6 a 27-year-old philosophy
grad headed out for a bike ride on one of
Ottawa’s wonderful bike paths. She never
returned. Her disappearance touched the
hearts of Ottawans, who turned out in
droves to help police comb the eastern
Ottawa bike path. Three days later, her
body was discovered in Green's Creek.
She had been murdered and her murder-
er 1s sull at large.

On Monday, Aug. 18 her funeral drew
over 600 to Notre Dame Cathedral in
Ottawa. Family and friends were joined
by a host of Ottawa residents who wanted
to pay their respects, and to recognize
Ardeth Wood’s life.

Her uncle, Reverend William Ashley
spoke at the funeral, saying, "freedom has
come to be a choice between good and
evil.”

Her killer still roams at large and hope-
fully will be apprehended, tried and incar-
cerated, losing - if only temporarily - his
right to live within free society.

Ardeth’s death is a tragedy of tremen-
dous societal proportions. Women are still
targets. It is fundamentally shocking and
completely unacceptable for women to be
at rnisk from sexual predators. It is "even
more” shocking that Ardeth lost her life in
the middle of the day while enjoying a
healthy outdoor activity.

Ardeth must be remembered. It is up to
all of us - you and me - to report any and
all incidences of predatory behaviour
from men or women. If you are a victim
of indecent exposure, of verbal or physi-
cal threats and intimidation (including
telephone calls) it is up to you as an indi-
vidual to report such incidences.

It is beyond my understanding why we
don’t look upon police men and women
as our friends who are capable of assisting
us. If nothing is reported, there is no
record. Without any documentation, peo-

down by Thursday’s gale

Mr G E Reid, the well known merchant
of Portage du Fort, has become proprietor
of the Portage du Fort roller mills, lately
operated by Mr Joseph Brown. The price
paid 1s said to have been below what the
same property sold for some years ago

Dr Gaboury’s farm, known as the Amy
farm, Portage du fort, was recently pur-
chased by the MacKay's of Renfrew for
the sum of $18,500. The property
embra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>