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Future uncertain for

John Paul Il school

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

CAMPBELLS BAY ¢ Options listed in the
Western Quebec School Board's five-year
strategic plan suggest closing John Paul Il
School in Campbell's Bay.

- Officials of the school board presented
4 five-year strategic plan Feb. 22 that may
restructure 13 elementary and high
schools in the region to address declining
enrollment, of which funding is 90 per
cent based.

WQSB director-general Mike Dawson

presented the board’s proposal to reorga-
nize St John's/John Paul II School, (JPII)
Dr. Wilbert Keon (DWKS), Pontiac High
School (PHS), Dr. S.E. McDowell
Elementary and Onslow Elementary
Schools in Pontiac.
*. Five options, which were created over
the past two years by the board’s plan-
ning and review committee, were present-
ed to the public.

Option one would be to leave all schools
status quo.

Option two would establish boundaries
for JPII and PHS.

~ Option three would see JPII become a
kindergarten to Grade 6 school and for
JPII high school students to move to PHS.

The fourth option would see JPII
accepting only kindergarten to Grade 8
students and to establish a boundary,
and for Grade 9 to 11 JPII students to
move into PHS.

" Option five would require the adult
vocational centre to move into JPII, and
for JPII's students to move into PHS and
McDowell.

- The sixth option would be to take into
consideration any viable solution brought
up at consultations from the public.

- Upon seeing the options, most stake-
holders who spoke opposed closing JPII's
doors.

“We fought to get this school in the
early eightles and saw it to fruition,” said
Pat Kavanagh, a former teacher at the
school. “"We can't entertain closing this
school for a minute because this commu-

nity fought for years to get it.”
He said many fine community members

graduated from this school.

“I enrolled my kids here because of the -

bilingual program,” said parent Karen
Graveline. “I will not deprive them, limit
them or label them to what they can
achieve.”

She added that the school is unique
and the children should not be treated as
a statistic by being grouped together.

Teacher Brian Cross emphasized how
important it was to keep the youth sector
in Campbell's Bay.

“It sounds like the adult education is
looking for a home, but right now, we're
using this,” said Cross. “We've been
referred to as the little school that could.
We've shown students that just because
you're from a little school in Pontiac, that
doesn't mean you can't succeed.”

He cited examples of fundraising
accomplishments that took students to
Italy, and bought countless snowsuits for
children.

“I've taught here for seven years and
watched students grow up over the
years,” said Cross. “We belong here.”

Not only did the teachers say they
belonged in the school, but parents said
their children did most of all.

“Our school needs our community and
vice versa,” said Patti Dunlop

Normandeau, chairperson of JPIlI's gov-

erning board.
“We are the little school with the big

heart.”

She listed an international exchange
program, student lap tops, a new $13,000
basketball court, yearbook committee,
homework club, French tutoring, the gym
and field trips as signs that the school is
very much alive.

“I have a daughter with special needs
and she is here because it's her commu-
nity school,” said Dunlop Normandeau.

“I believe she benefits from the smaller

school atmosphere and my fear is that
she will get lost in a bigger school.”
Please see JPII on page 2

Calumet Island man
honoured posthumously

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

CALUMET ISLAND ¢ René Lemaire of
Calumet Island, who drowned after he
attempted to save his son last June, was
honoured posthumously with a Medal of
Bravery from Governor General Michaélle
Jean.

The medal was announced Friday along
with 10 other decorations for bravery.

On June 5 of last year, 39-year-old
Lemaire died while trying to rescue his
seven-year-old son from drowning in the
Ottawa River off the docks at Calumet
Island.

Lemaire was fishing with his three sons

when his son slipped off the dock.
Although Lemaire could not swim, he
jumped into the four-metre-deep water,
drowning before he could save his eight-
year-old son Daniel.

“He tried to save my son’'s life,” said
his wife Linda Bélair.

A neighbour was able pull the boy
from the river, but Lemaire couldn't be
saved. His body was recovered by the
authorities the next day.

“I'm glad we're going to have it, but
we miss him a lot,” said Bélair. “It's
been really hard for me and my three
sons.”

Please see BRAVE on page 2
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Wilbur MclLean, THE EQUITY

Seated in the same place where she wrote her column for decades,
Hermonie Sharpe reflects on her time with THE EQUITY, which concluded

two weeks ago when she decided to retire. Sharpe has lived in the same

home in Caldwell for over 50 years.
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Wilbur MclLean, THE EQUITY

Breanna Hodgins of Shawville implores the onlooking judges to appreciate her skating skills at the Shawville Winter Invitational
last weekend. Over 110 skaters from 14 clubs in Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec competed in 48 different events. The club

from Arnprior won the overall title.
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Bigger skating competition a rousing success

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE * Approaching the results wall in the
Lions' Hall in Shawville, Bria Hearty was skepti-
cal.

Peering upon the sheet listing the medal win-
ners in the preliminary solo category at the
Shawville Winter Invitational, Hearty's coach,
Katie Skerkowski, found the 11-year-old’'s name
first. =
“You won first place,” exclaimed Skerkowski,
excited for her charge.

“You got the gold medal.”

Receiving congratulations from her Shawville
Figure Skating Club cohorts, Hearty was beaming
at the first gold medal she'd received in five years
of competitive skating.

She also admits that she was surprised by the
result.

“Everybody else attempted doubles and 1 did-
n't,” said Hearty, before her medal presentation.
“But I landed my axel and the other ones didn't.”

many positives that came out of this year's Winter
Invitational, which took place last Saturday and
Sunday.

The event, in its sixth year, featured over 110
skaters from 14 skating clubs based in Eastern
Ontario and Western Quebec.

In all, the competition grew to 48 events from
30 last year, and expanded to a day-and-a-half,
rather than the single day of skating in 2005.

Overall, it went very well according to Lyse
Lacourse, Winter Invitational chairperson.

“We were much better this year, better equipped
and we had better people,” said Lacourse, who
boasted of the professionalism of the event, from
the judges to the organizers to the sponsors.

“This is a training ground for the Olympics.”

Indeed, the event is treated with a great level of
seriousness.

The judges are fully-trained and qualified, the
crowd remained respectfully stoic throughout the
competitors’ skating and the volunteers who
helped were well-organized and maintained a tight

One look at the tearful face of a girl who fell
three times during her routine was proof of how
important the event is to thase involved.

Overall, Arnprior took tle trophy for top-per-
forming club, while Shawvil e finished second.

Skerkowski was pleased with her team'’s results
this year.

“Medal-wise, we did well,” said the third-year
Shawville Figure Skating Club coach.

“There was very tough competition, from
Arnprior, especially.”

She said this season has been a good one for
Shawville.

“We did really well, they all skated personal
bests this year.”

Included in that group is, of course, Hearty,
who waited patiently for her gold medal to be
awarded. She was still having a hard time believ-
ing her resulit.

“l thought I might get second or third,” said
Hearty.

But first? Speechless, Hearty's only response is
a smile.

{ SEMI-ANNUAL
~ MAINTENANCE
' SERVICE PACKAGE

Hearty's gleaming at her success was one of the

schedule.

Site on 148 in Shawville chosen for slaughterhouse

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE ¢ A site nestled between
Kelly's Garden Centre and Shawville
Chrysler on the Hwy. 148 in
Shawville has been selected as the
location for the Pontiac's slaughter-

house.
Located about 50 metres north of

the highway, the site is currently
marked only by orange posts.
However, Outaouais Valleys Fine
Meats Co-operative president, Bob
Griffin, said groundbreaking should
take place in May or June of this
year, with the project’'s completion
one year after construction starts.
MCI, an engineering firm in Trois-

Riviéres, selected that site from
seven original tenders.

“It was chosen because of the
water in Shawville, that was the
main reason,” said Griffin, who
noted that sewage was also a major
factor in the decision.

The rejected sites included Bristol
Mines, Vinton, two locations in

Campbell's Bay and a pair of other
places in Shawville.

There are a number of steps being
taken by the co-operative in the
coming weeks. Financing will need
to be secured and the engineers still
have some work to do in the prelim-
inary stages of the site.

Please see ABBATOIR on page 2 .

THE EQUITY’S monarch retires from news writing

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

BRISTOL ¢ Queen Elizabeth I
became England’s monarch on Feb.
6, 1952.

At that time, Hermonie Knox
Sharpe of Caldwell was writing for
THE EQuity.

Two weeks ago, with none of the
fanfare that traditionally marks the
transition between monarchs, the
long-reigning queen of THE EQuity
rescinded her crown.

After submitting her weekly social
notes to THE EQuity through the
Korean War, Elvis Presley, the first
man on the moon, hippies, disco,
rubik's cubes and Wayne Gretzky,
on Feb. 15, buried in the fourth

paragraph of her correspondence,
Sharpe wrote that she was retiring
from her post.

Just like that, the woman who
had been writing since before
a province,

Newfoundland was

retired.

“Ican’'t see to do it anymore. |
can't see to write,” said Sharpe.

Afflicted with macular degenera-
tion, the number one cause of loss of
sight in elderly people, Sharpe’s eye-
sight has been failing for years.

“My notes were the love of my life,”
said Sharpe, “but I can't do it justice
anymore.”

Don't feel too sorry for Sharpe,
though. She's not down about it at
all.

“There’s no use getting sad about
it, life goes on.”

A tough woman, Sharpe doesn’t
see a need to get down about it.

“A lot of people who have these
problems, they hole up at home and
get depressed but I could be a lot
worse. | could have cancer, I could
be up at the (long term care centre)
in Shawville, Icould be losing my
mind.”

It should come as little surprise

Inspect: restraint system ¢ throttle system ¢ fuel system

* automatic/manual transmission/transaxle * engine air cleaner
filter » wiper blades * engine cooling system ¢ brakes & tires

* steering & suspension * exhaust system AND rotate your tires

& lubricate weatherstrips

Exclusively at GM Dealerships.
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that Sharpe doesn't get down on her-
self.

She raised 10 children, operated
the Caldwell post office for 20 years
and once ran a store out of her
home.

The 86-year-old, who has
absolutely no qualms about reveal-
ing her age, has accomplished more
in her lifetime than the average per-
son could hope.

“It was nothing to me, really” said
Sharpe.

Ruth, her daughter concurs.
“There isn't anything she can't
do.”

The five-night-a-week euchre
player isn't overly sentimental. She
kept none of her columns over the
years until recently when she began
typing them on the computer.

She can't recall what she used to
be paid for her work — “We were
lucky if in three months we got
enough to pay for a pair of nylons, I'll

$4995 *
Plus tax

g-'i’c;oodwrenchScrvicc

tell you that much” — and doesn't
even remember a definitive reason
why she began writing in the first
place.

To her, none of it is a very big deal
which, of course, makes it even more
important to everybody else.

Sharpe has received dozens of
phone calls and has run into dozens
more well-wishers who had taken
stock of her retirement from writing.

To a lot of people, it's difficult to
imagine a Hermonie-less EQuity.

“THE EQuity will never be the
same,” said Rosaleen Dickson,
who owned the newspaper for over
30 years, beginning in 1952.

“She set the standard for coun-
try correspondence.”

Dickson, who now lives in
Ottawa, was surprised to hear that
Sharpe had retired after all these
years.

“It's tragic.”

Please see NOTES on page 2
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JPII: school board considering closure

Continued from page 1

Parents echoed her con-
cerns saying it would be
hard for students to transi-
tion comfortably into a big-
ger school and endure a
longer bus ride to Shawville.

“I you close our school,
you are taking away our
choice as well,” Dunlop
Normandeau said.

Others argued that the
small size of the school kept
kids safe.

“We don't have the same
problems as big schools,”
said Bill Kearnan, a former
principal of JPII.

He also brought up the
fact that it would be foolish
to close the school board's
newest building in Pontiac.

“Why are we considering
closing the newest building
before we close others?” he
asked. “It has great classes,
great labs and is a great
place to learn.”

Although PHS principal
Mike Dubeau stated he did-
n't want to see the school
lose its students — he was
part of the first graduating
class from JPII, and helped
stop it from closing in 1997
— he was also opposed to
installing boundaries that
would prevent students
from attending PHS.

“PHS has kids from
Danford Lake, Quyon,
Calumet Island, Campbell's
Bay, and Shawville,” said
Dubeau. “Our learning
community is from Pontiac.”

Stakeholders voiced that
they wanted the school
board to look at other
options the school could
create to attract students.

‘We want to keep the
school here and going, so
we need to entice more stu-
dents to come here," said
Joanne Brownlee, a teacher.
“Tradespeople are leaving
Pontiac. Why don't we get a
vocational training program
here?”

While others thought
some options the board
brought forward were
viable.

“If the administration is
serious,” said Bill Hendry,
16-year ward 4 commis-
sioner for Dr. Wilbert Keon,
“it will go for option two.”

Community  members
were concerned that losing
the school would hurt the
nearby businesses.

“It affects the community,
the stores, the businesses,”
said Campbell's Bay Coun.
Lois Smith. “These are
issues that should not be
taken lightly. The board and

René Lemaire died attempting to rescue his son
from the Ottawa River off Calumet Island.

Brave: Lemaire
honoured by GG

Continued from page 1

Lemaire’s oldest son
Jean-René, 11, will be
accepting the medal.

“We're very proud he will
be recognized,” said
Calumet Island Mayor Paul-
Emile Maleau. “The popula-
tion is behind him.”

The medals were awarded
on the recommendation of

the Canadian Decorations

Advisory Committee
(Bravery).
The Decorations for

Bravery were established in
1972 as part of the
Canadian Honours System.
The Medal of Bravery is
awarded for acts of bravery
in hazardous circum-

stances.

Earthquakes run
through region

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

PONTIAC » Two earthquakes
shook the region this week-
end, creating tremors that
could be felt from Montreal
to Shawville.

A magnitude 4.5 earth-
quake struck Thurso Friday
night at about 8:30 p.m.,
which could be felt by resi-
dents of Ottawa, eastern
Ontario and west Quebec.

A second, smaller tremor
hit Saturday night, reaching
a magnitude of 3.2 on the

Richter scale.

Natural Resources
Canada said the earthquake
erupted west of
Hawkesbury, ON at about
11 pm. and say it was an
independent earthquake
from Thurso's.

There are no reports of
damage or injuries.

These quakes are the
third to take place in the
region this month, after a
magnitude 3.1 quake was
centred south of Mont-
Laurier on Feb. 7.

Calumet Island RA
hall vandalized

LEAH MILLER

CALUMET ISLAND « The RA
hall of Calumet Island was
broken into and vandalized
recently.

About $700 of damage
was made inside the hall
and some items were stolen,
said Calumet Island Mayor
Paul-Emile Maleau.

“After we had our carnival
last Sunday somebody
broke into the RA hall,” he
said of the carnival held
over the Feb. 18 weekend.

“They made an awful
mess.”

Maleau said defamatory
words were painted on the
inside walls of the hall in
fluorescent paint, $20 in
change was stolen, windows
and locks were broken and
gas for the snow blower was
taken. Food and beer left
over from the carnival were
also taken.

“It was a disaster.,” said

Maleau.

The municipality closed
the rink from Monday to
Wednesday after the inci-
dent to clean up the mess.

“We don't know why they
did it,” he said. “We're trying
to build a new RA hall in the
back and after three days of
volunteer work, I don’'t want
to lose my volunteers over
this.”

Pontiac MRC Sureté du
Québec Lieu. Jacques Piché
said police believe a group of
kids could have broken in
and caused the damage.

“We have a few leads
we're working on,” he said.

Police believe the damage
was made between the
evening of Sunday, Feb. 19
and the morning of Monday,
Feb. 18.

Police are urging anyone
with information about this
crime to call the InfoCrime
Line at 1-800-711-1800.

Leah Miller, THE EQUITY

Amongst a packed house, Western Quebec School Board Director-General
Mike Dawson (standing left) listens as Mansfield Mayor Ricky Romain
addresses his concerns to the possibility of John Paul Il school in
Campbell’s Bay closing. A consultation was held at the school Feb. 22 to

hear opinions on the board’s suggested strategic plan.

commissioners should find
a reason to keep it open.”

But some people were in
favour of moving youth-sec-
tor students out of
Campbell's Bay and into
Shawville.

“We have been borrowing
classrooms for 15 years,”

said Gretchen Schwarz, an
adult education teacher.
“We are the only centre that
doesn't have its own build-
ing."

Schwarz said the centre
is crammed for space and is

limited to teaching at night
when PHS is not occupied

with day students.

Currently the continuing
education centre is spread
out in three separate build-
ings in Pontiac.

“Let's fill the elementary
school with elementary kids
and maybe the adult educa-
tion kids can fill JPII,” said

Schwarz.

Low enrollment is not a
new problem to Campbell's
Bay, as it has lost three
other schools over the
years. Most recently, St.
John's Elementary School
was moved into John Paul Il
High School about two
years ago. St. John's stood
vacant for a year before the
continuing education nurs-
ing program moved in last
year.

Sophie Ringrose, ward 5
commissioner for  St.
John's/JPIl, encouraged
stakeholders to continue to
voice their concerns via e-
mail, to commissioners or
by attending future govern-
ing board meetings.

A consultation regarding
similar decisions for St.
Michael's High School in
Low took place Feb. 20 and
on Thursday at Eardley
Elementary School in

Aylmer.
The first round of consul-

tations ends March 27. The
council of commissioners
hope to have a final docu-
ment ready for approval by
June 27.

Any decision made will
come into effect at the
beginning of the next school
year this September.

Abbatoir: Shawwlle snte choser‘

Continued from page 1

“We're still waiting on
the engineers to see how
exactly the sewer system
is going to work,” said
Griffin.

The co-operative will
also have to begin looking
into acquiring machinery
for the slaughterhouse,
and Griffin noted that
aspect of the project may
be challenging because of
the current backlog on the
ordering of equipment.

“There are a number of
slaughterhouses  being
built because of Mad Cow
(disease),” said Griffin.

“We can't ship the cattle
over to the States, so
they're building lots of
plants here.”

The sheer volume of
plants being built has cre-
ated a shortage of some
necessary equipment.

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

Currently an empty field, this site looking onto the village of Shawville will
soon house the Pontiac’s slaughterhouse. The abbatoir will be situated
between Shawville Chrysler and Kelly’s Garden Centre, about 50 metres

north of Hwy. 148.

Currently, the co-opera-
tive has 233 producer
members. Those looking to

purchase memberships or
support the project finan-
cially can do so through

ProMutuel offices in
Shawville, Fort Coulonge

or Gracefield.

Notes: Monarch retires from news writing

Continued from page 1

Throughout the decades,
Sharpe recalls a couple of
the columns she wrote as
her favourites.

In the 1960s she wrote a
column discussing the prej-
udice against people with
mental sicknesses, which
she received a lot of feed-
back from.

“People shouldn't look
down on someone just
because of their mentality,”

said Sharpe.
Her all-time favourite,

however, was one written in
the 1970s entitled “Caldwell
Then and Now” wherein she
discussed where former
Caldwell natives had moved
to and what they were
doing. Sharpe herself moved
60 years ago from Shawville
to Caldwell, located one
kilometre north of Hwy. 148
in Bristol.

She wanted her children
to have more open spaces.
She hasn't moved since.

" love Caldwell.
Whenever something goes

on around the corner,
there's always somebody
there to help.”

Sharpe’'s plans in her
post-writing life are few. She
insists she will keep busy,
and swears to keep playing
Euchre for as long as possi-
ble.

“I can find lots to do,”

said Sharpe.
But what of the rest of us,
who will be without

Sharpe’s weekly notes, usu-
ally found on the back page
of THE EQuiTy?

“It was the very first thing
people would turn to in THE
EqQurty,” said Dickson.

So how did Sharpe man-
age to write so successfully
over the years?

“I've always looked at it as
giving the people the news
from home,” said Sharpe.

“I know there are so many
people who are away from
home who'd like to know
what's happening and that's
what I did. I told them.”

And for that, they are
thankful.

Departments unable to receive
adequate English fire training

LEAH MILLER
Equity Editor
SHAWVILLE < Lack of

English-language firefight-
ing training is keeping fire
departments in Pontiac
from beginning new training
courses with the Quebec
National School of
Firefighters.

Firefighters and mayors
met at the Odd Fellows Hall
in Shawville Feb. 20 to dis-
cuss what Pontiac could do
to obtain firefighting train-
ing in English.

In the student work book
provided by the school, the
first section is translated
into English, but there are
references to other sections
in the book that are in
French. The work book is
published by the Quebec
National School of
Firefighters and distributed
to school boards like WQSB,
which act as the provider,
delivering materials and
organizing instruction. The
school is under the umbrel-
la of the provincial Ministry
of Public Security.

Sections of the work book
are thought not to have
been to be not translated
because ministries are hold-
ing copyrights to parts of
the text.

The new program has
been in effect since Sept. 7
of last year. The school
board, instructors and

English fire departments in
Pontiac were waiting to
begin training until they
received English versions of
the work books, which they
were told they would by the
Quebec National School of
Firefighters.

Lise Bénard, a consultant
of the Western Quebec
School Board, was there to
work with fire departments
and municipalities to get
English materials.

“We waited for the materi-
als to be translated,” said
Bénard. "We understood
they would be provided in
English.”

Schedules for training
were set and firefighters
signed up.

Shawville Fire Chief Lee
Laframboise said the night
before training was set to
begin for his department
Feb. 1, his instructor called
and informed him that work
books were not available in
English.

“He was ready to come,
but decided there was no
point,” said Laframboise.
“Training is now on hold.”

Training needs to be com-
pleted in the program by
September 2007,

“I knew the firefighters
would not learn from the
material unless it was com-
pletely in English,” said the
instructor, who wished to
remain nameless.

The instructor said he
had the same problem when
the firefighting training pro-
gram changed to nine mod-
ules.

“I took it upon myself as
an instructor to spend time
on the computer putting it
into English,” said the
instructor. “They just
assumed we would (ake
care of it.”

Bénard said the work
book is needed even more
now since the program
changed, reducing hours
spent with instructors and
increasing amount of study
time required by each stu-
dent to pass.

“There is more pressure
on firefighters to do-the
reading,” said Bénard, who
has worked in education for
23 years. “The change was
to save municipalities
money."

Mayors decided to MNA
Charlotte L'Ecuyer Monday
morning to discuss the
problem.

“We need to send resolu-
tions to our local member,”
saild Thorne Mayor Ross
Vowles. “We all pay the
same taxes and we deserve
the same services.”

L'Ecuyer was notified of
the meeting, and represen-
tatives agreed to attend,
although none showed up.
Yves Desjardins, director-
general of the Quebec

National School of
Firefighters said he would
have also liked to have
attended the meeting, but
did not.

“We should take positive

action and head to
Charlotte's,” said Mayor
Jack Graham.

At the meeting Monday,
L'Ecuyer agreed to send a
letter to Minister of
Municipal and Regional
Affairs Nathalie
Normandeau requesting
assistance to find a solu-
tion.

Monday night at the
MRC's monthly council
meeting, mayors put for-
ward a resolution to request
a meeting with L'Ecuyer and
Normandeau to follow up on
their request.

Other possibilities were
suggested at the Feb. 20
meeting, such as working
with other Quebec munici-
palities who find themselves
in the same situation, pay-
ing the school board to have
the program translated and
asking permission to use
other English provinces’
materials to obtain training.

Any private translation
done would need to be inter-
nationally certified before it
could be used.

“We need to state the
facts, the problems, and
find a peaceful solution to
this,” said Bénard.
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Haprpy Birthday,

Mom

“Freedom 55”

Love always

Oscar, Lynne & Roy,

Dan & Sherri,

Nicole & Emma,

Half a century old.

Wasn’t he a sweet
and innocent
little boy.

| ™ Happy fiftieth

Love you,
i Mom and Dad

Mickey Creek

Golf Club

Vinton, QC 648-2900

Join us EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
from 5 - 9 pm for our
SUPPER BUFFET

This week featuring various
chicken and fish dishes $10/person + taxes

Don’t forget our Sunday Breakfast
Buffet from 9 am - 12 pm

We are now a non-smoking dining facility

By Popular Demand
Old-Fashioned

Hot Cross Buns

Starting March 4th until April 22nd

SPECIAL

DISCOUNT PRICE

ON 10 BREAD

Pontiac Home Bakery

“ELLIOTT’S”

IN-STORE BAKERY
Shawville, Que. Phone orders accepted 647-2575

Our Monuments for Spring
Cost Less Now! |

If the monument you want is
ordered now, two good things

You'll take advantage of
the winter discount,

and the monument you want
will be ready for spring.

- Campbell

Qua[:ty Crgftsmansﬁ ip since 1909

Renfrew Office & Display
850 O’'Brien Rd. (next to WAL-MART)

Veronica Windle
Tel: 433-9616 or 1-800-567-7799

Home Appointments available day or evening

will happen:

Monument

130°

— |In the Pontiac —
John Maheral 648-2590

MUNICIPALITE DE

Y o RS o

1855-2005

MUNICIPALITY

1855-2005

The Municipality of Bristol, 150th Committee,
would like to thank the following contributors
who have made a financial contribution towards
the purchase of a NEW FIRE TRUCK.

B.CA.

Beaudry, Bertrand
Blue Heron
Campbell, Edith
Castonguay

CIMA

Fenton, Harvey
Filion, Richard
Genivar

Gordon, Wesley
Jong, Alida

Kelly Bros.
l’Ecuyer, Charlotte
MacFarlane, B & T
Morin Sand & Gravel
Mountainview Turf
Orr, Tom

Smith, David

Car Rally Income
Tracy, John J.
Angus, Joan

Norway Bay Ladies’ Golf

Group
Norway Bay Historical
Society
The Over 50's group
Gamble, Terry
Flotilla revenue of
souvenirs
98337 Canada Inc.
Russell, Shirley
Beardsley, Eleanor
Hodgins, Doris
Hodgins, Milton (Mick)
Trudeau, Tom & Cheslyn
Bristol Pontiac Euchre Club
Speer, Fred
Bristo!l Pathfinders
Macintosh, Peter
Russett, Richard & Daisy
Stanhow Farms
Boot Donation
Trudeau, Mae
Duncan, James
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PHS sweeps
Pontiac Cup

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

PONTIAC ¢ Both the boys'
and girls’ Pontiac High
School volleyball teams won
the annual Pontiac Cup
tournament last Thursday,
hosted this year by PHS.

The boys' team defeated
Ecole Secondaire Sacré-
Coeur de Gracefield in an
exciting, three-match final
by scores of 25-17, 19-25,
15-11.

The girls mirrored the
boys success in topping a
competitive side from Ecole
Secondaire Sieur de
Coulonge, also needing a
decisive third set in the 25-
20, 23-25, 15-8 win.

In all, 10 senior-aged
teams representing grades
nine through 11 represented
five schools in the tourna-
ment, which was in its 24th

year,
Teams from Dr. Wilbert
Keon in Chapeau, John Paul

[I in Campbell's Bay, Ecole
Secondaire Sieur de
Coulonge in Fort Coulonge,
Ecole Secondaire Sacré-
Coeur de Gracefield and
Shawville's PHS participated
in the event.

The tournament is con-
ducted in a round-robin
fashion, whereby each
school plays two sets against
every other school.

The two teams that com-

piled the greatest number of [ e

victories over the eight sets
played proceeded to the
final, a best two-out-of-three
match.

Head Coach of the girls’
team, John Petty, has been
coaching PHS's Pontiac Cup
team since the tournament’s
incepetion.

“We attacked well, we hit
well,” replied Petty when
asked about the PHS girls’
strengths.

He noted that this partic-
ular team had its challenges,

what the
- Shawvillite and his band are
- planning to do this Oct. 15

s T

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

~ Players from the Pontlac Cup winning Pontlac

High School giris volleyball team pose for a cele-
bratory victory following their 25-20, 23-25 and 15-
8 win over Ecole Secondaire Sleur de Coulonge.
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Wilbur Mclean, THE EQUITY

A player from Ecole Secondaire Sacré-Coeur de Gracefield gets up to block a shot from a Dr. Wilbert
Keon School player at the Pontiac Cup, which took place at Pontiac High School last Thursday. PHS

won both the boys’ and the giris’ tournament.

however.

“This team was very frus-
trating. A lack of commit-
ment was a problem, but we
really played as a team for
the last week or two,” said
Petty, a retired physical edu-
cation teacher at PHS.

“Congratulations to the
girls for taking care of busi-
ness.”

Boys' coach and tourna-
ment organizer, Pascal
Asselin, marvelled at his
team’s enthusiasm.

“This was the first year |
had so much spirit and so
much teamwork,” said
Asselin, in his third year as
coach of the boys.

“Everybody did their job
on the court. They played
the system perfectly.”

The Pontiac Cup rotates
between Pontiac-area
schools each year, and the
winning team is awarded a
trophy, banner and bragging
rights.

Teams spend a number of

The Mick Armitage Band will be tfavelling to ireland to record a live CD and
DVD in October. The band is inviting fans and friends of the group to go
along with them on the trip, and through a radio contest on Y101.Those who

book their trip are eligible to win it for free.

Mick Armitage band to

"work”

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE ¢ Being a mem-
ber of the Mick Armitage
Band must be fun.

There are few other ways
that somebody can say
they're going to Ireland for a
week, spending time in local

. pubs “working”, with dozens
. of friends and soon-to-be
. friends in tow.

However, that's exactly
Armitage

to 22, when they will be
recording a live CD and DVD
in Dublin.

The band consists of

; drummer and vocalist, Mick

Armitage, guitarist and
vocalist, Roger Plant, hass
guitarist, Grant Tomkinson,
saxophone player, Bruce
Baker and pianist and steel
guitarist, Al Bragg, all of
whom hail from Ottawa and
surrounding areas.
Travelling with them will

IN

be a number of Ottawa-area
friends and fans, as well as
Quyon's crooner, Galil
Gavan.

Drummer and vocalist,
Armitage will be bringing his
son and father along for the
trip.

“It'll be great to have some
fun with people you know,”
said Armitage.

Armitage, who has Irish
roots, is looking forward to
making his first trip to his
motherland.

“Just playing music in
Ireland is going to be fun.”

By the time the trip rolls
around, Armitage is hoping
for over 100 people to join
them to Ireland, at a cost of
$2,159 per person for double
occupancy.

Thus far, 35 people have
booked the holiday.

So why would somebody
want to go with the Mick
Armitage Band to Ireland for

a week?
“They make good music

MRC'’s director-general

LEAH MILLER

Equity Editor

CAMPBELL'S BAY e The

Pontiac MRC's director-

general Luc Seguin will be

leaving the Pontiac to

move on to a new job.
Seguin, who has been

working with the Pontiac

MRC for 14 years, present-
ed a short text to mayors
at Monday's MRC monthly
meeting, making recom-
mendations to council on
the upcoming transition

period.
He will be working with

Pontiac in the process of

Ireland

and are honest, hard-work-
ing people,” said Mark
Boudreaux of Ottawa, who
will be on the flight come
Oct. 15.

“(Armitage) has a glint in
his eye. He really enjoys life.
You have to enjoy life while
you can.”

Boudreaux considers
himself both a friend and a
fan of the band and with this
year being his 30th of mar-
riage and his wife being of
Irish descent, he decided it
would be a good trip to
make.

“For us, it's a trip we're
really looking forward to,”
said Boudreaux.

Those interested in joining
Armitage and his crew can
find out more by -calling
Fairlawn Travel at 613-723-
9223.

A radio contest through
Y101 will also find anybody
who books their trip through
Fairlawn eligible to win their
Irish voyage for free.

moving on

hiring a new director-gen-
eral/secretary-treasurer,
and said he will be on the
hiring committee if need-
ed.

Seguin will be taking a
job at the MRC de la Vallée
de la Gatineau beginning
March 11.

weeks practicing in prepara-
tion for the tournament, and
each player wore a cus-
tomized uniform with their
name emblazoned across the
back.

Elementary volleyball

One day following the
Pontiac Cup, some local ele-
mentary schools played in a
fifth and sixth grade volley-
ball tournament hosted at
Dr. S.E. McDowell School in
Shawville.

Two teams from Onslow
Elementary School in
Quyon, a team from
McDowell and a pair of
squads from Lord Aylmer
School played each other in
a day designed to apply the
volleyball skills the students
had learned in physical edu-
cation class.

“The main focus is to get
active and have fun and to
enjoy sports,” said Brenna
Delaney, physical education
teacher at McDowell and
tournament organizer.

e ——

Onslow Elementary School’s volleyball team

"THE EQUITY Page 3

v ;o .'.“.v__ ?JQ{:-'.“'}:
."\ ."’_.b ‘."‘ j

Read the
whole story...
...every week in

THE EQUITY

The Voice of the Pontiac since 1883

Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

return a ball over the net as part of the Dr. S.E.
McDowell Elementary School volleyball tourna-
ment for area elementary schools last Friday.

Teams at the McDowell
tournament were mixed gen-
der and the all-day affair

included participatory rib-
bons for each of the 68 play-

€rs. »

New Pontiac bylaw aimed at
cleaning up rundown propertles

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

PONTIAC ¢ Property owners
or tenants with rundown
property are the targets of a
new bylaw introduced by the
Municipality of Pontiac.

Persons who store tires,
scrap, furniture or other
materials deemed to hinder
“the well-being of the com-
munity or the aesthetics of a
building” will be subjected to
fines up to $1,000 on the
first offence under the new
public nuisances bylaw.

The idea, says Pontiac
Mayor, Eddie McCann, is to
improve the visual appeal of
the municipality.

“The bylaw gives us more
power to clean up some of
the sore  spots,” said
McCann.

While McCann admitted
there were certain areas tar-
geted by the bylaw, he
wouldn't specify where.

“There are some problem
areas that are extremely
dilapidated,” said McCann.

Under the bylaw, vacant
property owners will also be
held responsible for their
holdings, as any property
deemed to have lost 50 per
cent of its original value and
considered a “danger” or
“fire hazard” will also be
declared a nuisance and be
subjected to the applicable
fines.

For a first offender, fines
range between $150 to
$1,000 for a person and
$300 to $2,000 for a busi-
ness or organization.

The penalty for repeat
offenders increases to maxi-
mums of $2,000 and $3,000
for persons and entities,
respectively.

The storage of any vehicle
more than seven years old,
unregistered for the current
year and not in working
order is also prohibited by
the new bylaw.

The resolution to intro-
duce the bylaw was passed
unanimously by council at
its monthly meeting on Feb.
17.

Under the bylaw, the
municipality would give run-
down property owners a
“reasonable” amount of time
to clean up the area, said
McCann.

Council pay raise

Municipality of Pontiac
councillors voted unani-
mously to give themselves a
pay raise, increasing their
salary to $9,000 per year, up
from the old rate of $5,700
per year, rising just over 63
per cent.

The mayoral salary will
increase to $27,000 per
annum, up from $16,920.

The mayor also receives a
stipend for sitting on the
MRC Collines mayoral coun-

Shawville may
be hockeyville

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE » A group from
Shawville is putting forth its
candidacy in the country-
wide CBC Hockeyville com-
petition.

The grand prize winner
from entered communities
across Canada will receive
$25,000 in arena upgrades,
$10,000 in hockey equip-
ment and play host to an
NHL exhibition game.

“This would do so much
for Shawville,” said Dan
Duggan, who, along with
other residents, has taken it
upon himself to organize the
Shawville entry.

The 50 finalists will be
named on March 29 with the
grand prize winner
announcement coming on
June 11.

Duggan is currently seek-
ing help in putting together
the application.

He needs video footage of
anything Shawville hockey-
related, whether it be back-
yard hockey, games at the
arena or tournaments away
from home.

The entry will also require
other hockey-related memo-
rabilia, photographs, histor-
ical documents, stories: any-
thing that will show the
judging committee that
Shawville is deserving of the
top prize.

“This will be huge,”
Duggan.

If you're able to provide
anything for the entry or are
willing to help with the
application, send an e-mail
to the organizers at
shawvillespirit@hotmail.com.

The pay raise is the first
for Pontiac council in about
a decade, said McCann. He
defended the raise as the
municipality catching up for

years of its representatives
being underpaid.

“Compared to Bristol,
Shawville, Clarendon, we're
still substantially less con-
sidering our budget is $5
million,” said McCann.

Shawville’s councillors are
paid $3,687.16 per year and
the its mayoral remunera-
tion is $11,061.48.

Shawville’s budget for
2006 totalled $1.3 million.

Future pay increases for
council have also been regu-
lated. Each year, elected rep-
resentatives’ salaries will
grow by 75 per cent of the
consumer price index.

While the nature of voting
for one’s own pay increase
usually gains the ire of tax-
payers, McCann believes his
openness with the process
has meant the raise has
gone relatively smoothly
with ratepayers.

“I talked about it at bud-
get, | was quite open about it
from the beginning," said
McCann.

“Idon’t think it's out of
line at all.”

The new salary will be put
into effect beginning May 1,
2006.

R.V.I.

Norway Bay, Quebec 647-3340
Fishing Derby - March 4

8a.m.-4pm.

100% Payback

Snowmoblle Poker Run

March 4

Registration 9 a.m.>
For info call Viola at 647-3340

VWINTER -
» CGREARANCE
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including Koret & Tribal ¢

Check out our new spring arrivals

Palmer Boutique

338 Main St., Shawville 647-2955

i

Closed March 1st

RE-OPENING
MARCH 8th

Training new assistant and
re-decorating to present
Spring and Summer 2006
footwear fashions

387 Main St.
Shawville 647-5711

Atkinsons Bar

Hwy. 148, Shawville, QC 647-2526
|| March Entertainment Lme-up

!
lY March 3 - - Hyrd Gunz '
; l

St. Patrick’s KARAOKE Party ¢

March 10 - Foundation
!
' March 24 - Tequila Mockingbird a&l
l - Full Moon Fever l
:

March 17 - Joe Lance Band
March 18 - John Henry’s
March 31 - Full Moon Fever
April 1

(Flying Elbows weekend) '
Come early ... get a good seat

1259 Hwy. 148 Mon.-Thurs.

Campbell’s Bay 5:30 am - 6:00 pm
Quebec Fridays

JOX 1K0 5:30 am - 7:30

‘ , S:lt':lrdays i

819-648-5454 - : 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
A taste of the wontd .

D towck cith the aauld
Take-Out Available

NOTICE OF MEETING

Annual general meeting

Promutuel La Vallée, société
mutuelle d'assurance générale
invites all its insured
members to attend the annual
general meeting which will be

held on:

Thursday, March 9, 2006 at
8:00 p.m,

Anglican Parish Hall

516 Main Street

Shawville.

Seats to be filled

Seat No. 7: Boyd Brownlee - elected by acclamation
Seat No. 8: Benson Moffatt - elected by acclamation
Seat No. 9: Ronald Strutt - elected by acclamation

Dana Morin

A lunch will be served. Door prizes

Everything starts wirth trust

Board of Directors Secretary "

Issued
February 7, 2006
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OUR OPINION

Steppmg back in time

The options put forth by the Western Quebec School
Board's strategic five-year plan that may take the
youth sector students out of John Paul li School in
Campbell’'s Bay are smart, considering what tight bud-
gets the board is working under these days, but they

are also a step backwards.

The WQSB is facing some important decisions in the
coming months. Whatever avenue the council of com-
missioners decides to go down will have a major
impact on the community and Pontiac. Although only
202 students attend JPII, the number of people affect-
ed by the decision will be even greater.

Commissioners will be torn between practical com-
mon sense moves of grouping the adult education and
youth sector students together, and the emotional
pleas from parents who fear negative repercussions
that moving a child out of a familiar learning environ-

ment could cause.

Because of Pontiac's declining population, schools
and economy in general are in a backwards slide

downhill.

At one time, when Pontiac was booming much like

other small Canadian towns, a dedicated

community members brought John Paul II School in
Campbell's Bay to life. It remains the most recently-

built school the board has.

As a few stakeholders at the board’'s consultation
meeting reminded the board, the community fought
hard to get the high school in Campbell's Bay. Then,
in 1997, when the school board dealt with a $3 million
cut, the board gave the community a choice of scenar-
ios, with the last option being to close schools. The
community vehemently opposed the idea, and suc-
cessfully stopped the closure. Their work helped

Snow bridge

group of

Fax

a8 E-mail ads
E-mall news and letters

restore the community’s confidence and brought fam-
ilies back into the Campbell's Bay area.

But it seems taking the youth sector students out of
the school is inevitable. Now, with the latest plan to
take students out of JPII and reconfigure boundaries
with several other schools, it shows the board is tak-
ing a huge step backward. The proposal may not only
slow progress in the area, but it could move families
out of the Campbell's Bay-Litchfield area and into

Shawville-Clarendon.

A vibrant town such as Campbell's Bay, especially
one that is slowly growing smaller by the year,
depends on schools and participation by people in all

economic groups.

Obviously, the board cannot cut costs, get more
money from the government and please everyone.
When government funding is 90 per cent based on
how many students sign up to attend a school, the
board isn't left with too many options.

To prevent this backwards slide downhill, it is now
in the community’s hands to come up with an alter-
native suggestion. The board has obviously wracked
its brain for a positive solution, but they are not the
ones there, in the classes or in the town that it will
greatly affect. They have held these consultations to
seek help from the local people, and it is our right to
take advantage of it. Whether it be a massive demon-
stration to direct more funds into education, or a
group initiative to attract more students and families
into Pontiac schools, Pontiacers need to assess what is
most important to them and help its school board find
the right answer that the community can ultimately

live with.

Leah Miller, THE EQUITY
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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM
Radon and wells: Pontiac wells may be at risk

H20 Chelsea is a
Chelsea, Quebec orga- |*
nization. Its goal is, “to |#
develop a better under-

standing of ground and
surface water resources

| granitic rock, which
comprises much of
the bedrock of the
| Pontiac region.
Therefore, it might be
reasonable to expect

in Chelsea that will Kathaﬂna that uranium could

inform municipal plan- gjetcher

ning and management

decisions.” Although Chelsea
is not part of Pontiac, it is so
close to us that we all need to
sit up and take notice of tests
that have recently been done
on residents’ well water.

Now that we're talking
water quality, how many of
you are buying bottled
water? Many residents of far
too many Pontiac villages
such as Quyon are forced to
consume bottled water
because the tap water is con-
taminated. Where does this
“safe water” come from? And
what happens to those mil-
lions and millions of plastic
bottles?

Test results

H20 Chelsea recently con-
ducted tests of its wells. As
their website states
(www.h2ochelsea.ca/Uraniu
m_Chelsea.htm) more than a
third of the community's well
water is contaminated by
uranium: “Statistical analy-
sis of our well-water testing
data indicates that 42 per
cent of the wells in Chelsea
that tested for uranium (66
of 159 uranium tests) had
results that were over the
Health Canada Interim
Maximum Allowable
Concentration (IMAC) of 0.02
mg/L (20 pg/L)."

One concern is that urani-
um can cause damage to the
kidneys. The H20 Chelsea
site informs us that it is pos-
sible to remove uranium
from drinking water, and
that “there may be a link
between uranium in your
water and the presence of
radon gas in your house.”
(www.h2ochelsea.ca/Uraniu
m_Chelsea.htm).

What's natural can hurt

As most of us know, just
because something is “natur-
al” does not mean it is safe or
cannot hurt you. Uranium
naturally occurs in some

contaminate ground
water here in our area
- the source of people's
drinking water.

Uranium and radon

The H20 Chelsea site tells
us, “Radon is a radioactive
gas that is colourless, odour-
less and tasteless. It is
formed by the natural break-
down of uranium in soil,
rock and water.” Radon can
cause Ilung cancer, and
therefore is of concern to
homeowners.

The site continues, advis-
ing us, "Radon gas that
enters an enclosed space
such as a home can some-
times accumulate to high
levels. The only known
health risk associated with
exposure to radon is an
increased risk of developing
lung cancer. Under normal
conditions, the intake of
radon from indoor air far
surpasses the intake of
radon from drinking water.
Your risk of developing lung
cancer from radon depends
on the concentration of
radon in the air you breathe
and the length of time you

are exposed.
It is recommended that
remedial measures (seal

cracks in basement, etc.) be
taken where the level of
radon in a home is found to
exceed 800 Bq/m3. Kits to
test for Radon Gas are avail-
able for approximately
$100."

Why bother with radon?

The Radiation Safety
Institute of Canada tells us:
“The radon gas in your home
or in any other place under-
goes a process of change
called “radioactive decay.”
This constant process pro-
duces radioactive atoms,
solid particles, called “radon
progeny” (also called “radon
daughters’). As you breathe,
some of these solid radioac-
tive particles in the air are

drawn into your lungs and
are retained there. When
they also change (“decay”),
they emit a tiny burst of
radiation that damages cells
inside your lungs. Prolonged
exposure to these high con-
centrations can lead to lung
cancer. In fact, radon in the
home is the leading cause of
lung cancer after smoking,
according to the Surgeon

General of the United
States.”
The Institute’s site explains:

“As a gas, radon is mobile. It
travels through fissures in the
rock of the earth's surface,
through air spaces between
particles of soil, and it enters
a building by seeping through
cracks in the foundation walls
and in the floors. Radon can
also be found in some well
water. In homes, cottages or
camps that draw on wells for
their water, radon can enter
the air from running taps and
even from the shower head.
Therefore, high concentra-
tions of radon can occur
inside any home or building.
Because radon is odourless
and colourless, the only way
to know the level of radon in
your home or workplace is to
test for it.”
Procuring kits

Find out more about Kkits at
the website of the Radiation
Safety Institute of Canada at
www.radiationsafety.ca/Hom
eRadonMonitor. htm.

Or. contact the Radiation
Safety Institute of Canada,
1120 Finch Avenue West,
Suite 607, Toronto, Ontario
M3J 3H7. Or, for more infor-
mation contact Tina de Geus
at 1-800-263-5803, ext. 28.
Kits cost $98.98.

Taking water for granted

Canada is renowned for its
vast supplies of fresh water. It
is a pity not all of us can drink
it. Now, I'm fortunate. Here at
our farm we turn on the tap
and get delicious spring water
from an uncontaminated
well. However, down the road.
neighbours have sulphur
water. And, in nearby Quyon,
residents use bottled water
for drinking and cooking.
Don't kid yourself: it's by no

means only Quyon that is so
affected. Many other commu-
nities from Bristol to Fort
Coulonge suffer the same fate
as Quyon residents, where
either by choice or by munic-
ipal recommendation people
are buying bottled water.

If you're like me and have
good water, you may take
potable water for granted.
What brought Eric’'s and my
attention to the rarity of our
situation was a few years
back when we hosted a fami-
ly reunion. Fourteen nephews
and nieces were here along
with eight adults: ours was
the only household in the
entire family who were drink-
ing water from the tap. That's
shocking. Eric's family all live
in Canada. The Okanagan
cousins were fearful of beaver
fever - their water in
Summerland had been infect-
ed by bacteria, and school-

children were told not to

drink tap water. Other kids

from Vancouver, Prince

Rupert and Ontario similarly

didn't drink their tap water.
Bottled water

All over the world, people
are buying bottled water
regardless of whether they
can get potable water from
their taps. Moreover, ground-
water levels all over the world
are being depleted. Local
farmers in many countries
are finding they cannot irri-
gate their fields because
their wells are running dry.
All of this because North
Americans and Europeans -
and others - have been
duped. Instead of drinking
tap water, it's trendy to walk
about drinking branded
water bottles. Go figure.
Canadians have bought into
this all-too-often ridiculous
notion. Ridiculous, I say,
because tap water is usually
just fine. In fact, many bot-
tlers simply use tap water
and add mirerals.

Do you buy bottled water?
Why? Ask yourself that ques-
tion, and decide whether you
really need to purchase your
water.

Are you glad your kids are
buying water rather than soft

drinks? Of course! However,
what about their political
stance on landfills, garbage,
and recycling? Most
teenagers | know are envi-
ronmental advocates at some
level. However, like many
adults, it's difficult some-
times to accept that we are
all part of the problem. Yes,
that means we all have to
look in the mirror and exam-
ine what we can do to reduce
waste.,
Danford Lake proposed
dump

In addition, think about all

the empty plastic water bot-
tles tossed into landfills.
At minimum, reuse the bot-
tles. Fill it with your tap
water. If you are forced to
purchase gallon bottles of
water for your home because
you cannot consume your
own tap water, you can still
reduce landfill waste. Simply
fill a smaller bottle and take
that along with you instead
of buying yet another plastic
bottle.

Some of us don’t want to
see a large regional landfill
anywhere in the Pontiac. But
we all - all - need to be part
of the solution. After all, why
should Danford Lake resi-
dents who are facing a possi-
ble regional mega-dump get
your water bottles and other
waste?

Reduce, reuse, recycle

First, ensure you are
drinking clean  water.
Second: put the three Rs
mantra to use. Avoid pur-
chasing more and more
wasteful products (in this
case, plastic water bottles)
that end up in landfills
because you've forgotten to
recycle them.

Another thing: many recy-
cled goods emanating from
North American homes end
up on ships that dump our
waste offshore in third world
countries.

Surely we can all do better
than this, can't we?

Be part of the solution for
the Pontiac and the earth.
Katharine Fletcher is a free-
lance writer. Contact her at
chesley@allstream.net.

YOUR OPINION

Response to letter

Dear Editor,

This letter is in response to the letter a lady wrote a few weeks ago concerning the new
garbage dump to be located in the MRC Pontiac near Danford Lake.

Although, like her, I really don't have any business in this matter as | live in the
Municipality of Pontiac, I feel she is totally out of line in just about everything she had to say.

Quebec has passed new laws concerning garbage, the main aspect of these new laws or the

ones which concern the MRC Pontiac are, I believe, as follows:

1. All trench landfill sites must be closed and monitored

2. All garbage must go to engineered landfill sites.

Do you have any idea how much this would cost Municipalities in the MRC Pontiac?
Probably more than they can afford.

In the Municipality of Pontiac, seven or eight per cent of the 11 per cent tax increase is
going to pay for our policing and recycling, which we have “just about started.” The oppor-
tunity to ship our garbage to Danford Lake will be a small tax saving for us, so maybe I do
have a small say in this matter.

Will these cells leak? No! They're only about 20 feet deep with hardly any pressure. And in

 the extreme possibility that they did get punctured or damaged, they are closely monitored
and the operator would know and make the necessary repairs.

As for all these reports and horror stories circulating about, probably only one out of 10 of
them have any credibility and usually it's just plain human error (or just plain stupidity) that
caused these results. Most of these reports are made by people selling alternate systems or

people with fake credentials.

The engineered landfill is the approved system of Quebec and is included in the law. These
cells aren’t that hard to look at... you can find them on the Internet. The City of Ottawa uses

them as well as Pembroke, etc.

This would be a huge shared infrastructure for the MRC Pontiac, used also by the MRC des
Collines and the City of Gatineau. I really don't think the transportation problem will last long
as infrastructure does create roads. I sense a lot of the “not in my backyard” syndrome from

this lady and her committee.

It's this "not in my backyard” syndrome that's killed this project in the Municipality of
Pontiac and we missed out on an opportunity to have our dump keep on operating, and the
big one have it cleaned up. Instead we must pay the MRC Pontiac, but you know, I'd rather
do that and have my garbage go to a site that is managed by family-oriented, professional,
well-respected businessmen who know what they're doing.

This new law is needed because the status quo is no longer acceptable. The MRC Pontiac
has the most to gain because without this site, they would have the most to lose. Just about
every municipality has their own trench dump site and without this revenue, they could be
looking at some extremely high costs to treat their garbage. I salute the MRC Pontiac for their
integrity and wish them success on this extremely important venture.

Road maintenance

Dear Editor,

Just a word of thanks to all the men who
work for the Bristol and Clarendon Councils
keeping our municipal roads safe. These
men spend countless hours out in terrible

Denis Findlay
John and Dan Kelly in North Bristol, Victor

Dumouchel, Steven Towns, Bruce Telford,
Donnie Browniee, John Grant and Sherwin
Greer in Clarendon. Jobs well done!

weather, while the rest of us are asleep in
our warm beds. I'd say that we are very lucky
to have excellent people providing these ser-

vices and we don't have to pay thousands of
dollars in taxes, unlike our city friends.
There are many miles of road to cover during
a bad storm and our guys always get it donel!

To those of you who have a problem with
the services, maybe you should consider
being out there in the cold temperatures,
rain, in the mid-
dle of the night, trying to keep those of us
looking out the windows of our warm, cozy

blinding snow and freezing

homes happy!

The ice storm and flash freeze a couple of
Fridays ago was predicted 24 hours in
advance. It was predicted for everyone (com-
muters included) not only the road mainte-
nance crews. Therefore maybe
muters, should plan ahead as well. If the
roads are so bad that we have a problem
commuting, then stay home until it's safe -
I'm sure your boss will understand. It's bet-

Dear Editor,

We. as com. and

hope.

ter to be a little late in this world than too
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25 Years Ago

March 4, 1981

ANSFIELD-PONTEFRACT
TO PURCHASE BRYSON
House: The future of the
Bryson House in Mansfield
has finally been assured.
Through the cooperation of
the Municipality of
Mansfield and Pontefract
and the CLSC this historic
building will be preserved
and restored to a usable
condition.

ARMED ROBBERY SUSPECTS
souGHT: The police have
been able to obtain descrip-
tions of both of the people
who broke into the Keindel
home last week, armed with
a shotgun. Although the
pair, a man and woman, fled
through the woods, the
police were able to follow
their trail to a sideroad
where the get-away car was
parked. The QPF are looking
for a man about six feet tall
weighing approximately 200
pounds, and a woman five
feet three inches with brown
hair, driving a blue car.

+

50 Years Ago

March 2, 1956

RIAN HODGINS CRITICAL
AFTER KING ST. ACCIDENT:
Brian Hodgins, 5, Terry
Murray, 4, and Ray
Bretzlaff, 4, all of Shawville,
were helping Ray's father
carry wood blocks to his
shed on Tuesday afternoon.
As Brian was about to load
his sled with a block, the
sled slipped away from him
out onto King St. According
to Terry Murray, Brian ran
out after it onto the street
and was instantly struck on
the head by a car being dri-
ven by Bernard Jutras, 34,
of Westmount, Quebec. Mr
Jutras swerved his car deep
into the opposite snowbank.
He and his passenger,
Clarence Dean of Shawville,
carried the wunconscious

child into the home of Clff
Dale and phoned Dr Frank
Cowley. Brian was taken by
Hayes Ambulance to the
Pontiac Community Hospital
for immediate X-rays after
which it was decided to move
him to the Ottawa Civic
Hospital at once, as he had a
compound fracture of the
skull.

JURY RECOMMENDS CROSS-
ING LIGHT: Very few specta-
tors were on hand at
Campbell's Bay Tuesday
night to watch the inquest
into the death of 19-year-old
Harold Knudson, killed
instantly last week in a level
crossing accident on the
Portage to Bryson road. At
the outset, Coroner
Bradshaw stated that for the
sake of simplification the
court would consider only
the death of one of the vic-
tims although three youths
were killed at the crossing
and a fourth died 10 hours
later as a result of injuries
suffered in the same acci-
dent. The other three boys
were Elroy Zohr, Calvin
Fiebig and John Hunt. The
six-man jury found that the
driver of the car was
unaware of the approach of
the train until it was too late
to stop.

+
75 Years Ago

February 26, 1931
ocAL News: With four of
huskies, Mr Donald
Dodd, left a few days ago for
a point about 190 miles
north of Fort Coulonge. Mr
Dodd took the animals by
rail to the Coulonge and
then started on the long
overland trek to Lever Lake
where his team will be
engaged in hauling opera-
tions for a gang of live sur-
veyors employed by Gillies
Bros. Ltd of Braeside.

No. 7 Feet Look Here! We
have an overstock of Men's
GUM RUBBERS (N. 7 only)
Miners’ Monitors. These
were our regular $2.50 line.

Bruce Campbell
Quyon

early in the next.
Thanks again to Brent Orr, Ron Orr and

in the front of Bristol and

Gail Tubman
Clarendon

Safer commuter roads

I agree the roads are in poor condltlon
beyond Bristol. It has been a very bad year
for ice and flash freezes and I think the men
are doing an excellent job. I think all the men
are doing the best they can this winter.

Bristol Municipality employs three men:
Brent Orr, Ron Orr and Dennis Findlay. They
are always out on the roads making sure the
roads are safe to drive on because they are
all good operators and caring people. I would
like to commend all three men and also John
Kelly for their hard work and
dedication. They work well as a team to
make sure we are all safe on the roads. Great
work guys , the winter will soon, over, we

June Orr
Bristol

¥ Wik Ra

This size only with a pair of
felt soles for $1.95. W.A.

Hodgins Store Co., L'td.,
Shawville, Que.

Bristol Council. Motion -
Beattie and Russell - that
this Council spend $4,000 to
relieve unemployment in
this township by giving
grants to the different road
divisions. - Carried.

100 Years Ago

March 1, 1906

ocAL News: William Grier,
4 years of age, step-son
of Wm A Howard of North
Clarendon, while working in
the woods at Sam
Brownlee's camp, Eau Claire
district, met with a severe
accident necessitating his
removal to the hospital, and
the amputation of one leg
above the knee. The young
man, it seems, got jammed

between a tree and a sawlog,

which was descending a hill
with considerable force; one
leg was literally smashed at
the knee, and the other
somewhat injured.

Two cans of syrup were
stolen from the platform in
front of W H Lucas’ shop on
Tuesday evening. The party
who took them will have to
answer to the charge of theft
unless he makes payment or
returns the cans at once.

The recent mild weather
has made travelling on the
ice rather dangerous.
Severa) accidents are report-
ed to have occurred last
week at different points
along the Ottawa River. One
of these was experienced by
Rev V Ferreri of Vinton,
while crossing from
Pembroke to the Allumette
Island with his team.
Horses, sleigh and occupant,
went through the ice, and it
was several minutes before
the Rev gentleman succeed-
ed in crawling onto the solid
ice. The team managed to
keep afloat till the owner
summoned assistance.

!
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Wilbur McLean, THE EQUITY

Adam Fenn of the Pontiacs Junior B club scores one of his two shorthanded markers against the
Carleton Place Kings in game four of the two teams’ division semi-final tiit. The Kings won game four
in Shawville 6-3 to tie the series up at two games apiece.

Pontiacs, Kings split first °
four semi-final games

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

SHAWVILLE ¢ Game-winning
goals by centre Jordan
MacDougall in games two
and three highlighted the
exciting first four games of
the Junior ‘B’ Pontiacs divi-
sion semi-final series with
the Carleton Place Kings.

The Pontiacs will be with-
out MacDougall for the
remainder of the series,
however, as he has gone on a
long-planned vacation.

“He’s obviously a very big
piece of the jigsaw puzzle,”
saild Head Coach Pierre
Lagace.

“We need everybody else
to step up on both ends of
the ice. Each guy has to play
at their best.”

After dropping game one
in Carleton Place by a con-
vincing 7-4 margin,’ 'the
Pontiacs returned home a
hungry bunch.

In game two, a back-and-
forth contest found the
teams tied on three separate
occasions and heading into
overtime after the Kings
scored to tie the game at
three with only 32 seconds
remaining.

However, leading scorer
MacDougall ended the game
in overtime with a beautiful
solo effort, slipping the puck
past Kings' goalie, Josh
Blank, as he was being
hooked to the ice.

In game three on Friday
night, the Pontiacs looked in
control with a 4-0 lead head-
ing into the locker room for
the second intermission, but
the Kings pounced on the
Pontiacs' complacency, scor-
ing five goals in 12 minutes
to take a 5-4 lead.

Shawville fought back
valiantly to tie the game on a
Matt Collins goal before
another heroic MacDougall
effort lifted the Pontiacs to
victory with only 1:40
remaining.

On Sunday evening, the
team blew a chance to take a
commanding 3-1 series lead
with a lacklustre perfor-
mance.

Defeated 6-3, the Pontiacs
clearly missed the presence
of MacDougall and despite
the offensive prowess dis-

‘played * by forward David

Fenn, who scored two amaz-
ing individual goals while a
man down, the team was
unable to make the game
much of a contest.

“They looked a bit tired,
they may have been physi-
cally and mentally fatigued,”
said Lagacé about Sunday’s
performance.

“We were a bit sloppy in
our own zone down low giv-
ing them chances in front
and a couple of wraparound
goals.”

Down 3-0 at one point,
the Pontiacs rode some

ter, glvlng

momentum on the back of a
Kevin Cuddihy goal and

receiving from him.
“For whatever reasons, he

Fenn's shorthanded marker just wasn't on his best

to make the game 3-2.

That was as close as the
match would get, though, as
two more second-period
goals by Carleton Place put
the game out of reach.

Despite the bad loss,
Lagacé doesn't see any rea-
son for concern based on
one game.

“For the most part, we've
been executing our plan
well.”

Lagacé pulled goalie Adam
Loback after two periods,
giving Matthieu Labelle his
second look of the playoffs.

Loback had also been
pulled in favour of Labelle in
the game one loss.

Labelle fared slightly bet-
up a single goal on
eight shots in the final peri-
od, as opposed to the five
goals on 20 shots, Loback
had conceded in what was
not the strong performance
the Pontiacs were used to

game,” said Lagacé.

“I'm not concerned. He'll
likely continue to be our
starter.”

Lagacé said he's been
most impressed by Carleton
Place’s ability to break out of
their zone, citing their strong
transition game as the focus
of the Pontiacs’ tactics.

“It's being responsible
defensively and not permit-
ting them to take advantage
of centre-ice,” said Lagacé.

“With the exception of
(game four), we've been exe-
cuting it well.”

Game five was scheduled
for last night in Carleton
Place, before the teams
return for game six in
Shawville on Thursday.

If necessary, the seventh
and deciding game will go on
Friday, with the series win-
ner to play Perth for the
Valley division champi-
onship.

Second round
Perth (1) receives bye

Game 7: Friday, March 3; Shawville at Carleton Place, 7:45 p.m.

EOJBHL Valley Division Playotts

Shawville (5) vs. Carleton Place (3), tied 2-2 in best-of-seven
hGamc:e 1: Carleton Place 7, Shawville 4

Game 2: Shawville 4, Carleton Place 3 (OT)

Game 3: Shawville 6, Carleton Place 5

Game 4: Carleton Place 6, Shawville 3

Game 5: Last night, Shawville at Carleton Place, 7:15 p.m.
lj.‘:ame 6: Thursday, March 2; Carleton Place at Shawville, 8 p.m.

Community centre commences

operations in west-end Pontiac

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

CHAPEAU ¢ A group of local
residents are hoping io make
the lives of west-end
Pontiacers more social.

The inaugural meeting of
the the Dr. Harold Keon
Community Centre took
place in Chapeau on
Tuesday, Feb. 21, and the
organization is striving to
centralize community activi-
ties for Waltham, Allumettes

Island, Chichester and
Chapeau.
“There's definitely a need,”

said executive member and
general meeting organizer,

Peter Lafond.

“You go into Chapeau and
the kids are hanging out at
the arena. There’s no place
for them to go, nothing for
them to do.”

The centre is named for
the family practitioner,
brother of Wilbert Keon, who
ran his medical office out of
Chapeau for a number of
years. He died of cancer in
the 1970s.

Initially, plans are for the
group to act without a facili-
ty, organizing and holding
events in various buildings
in the area.

The Dr. Harold Keon

Community Centre have
already approached the
municipalities about receiv-
ing a building, with locations
in Chapeau and Waltham
being discussed.

“We know there are facili-
ties that are empty, we want-
ed one that's available,” said
Lafond.

For now, however, action
is the goal and the organiza-
tion hopes to function as an
umbrella group for other
social clubs in the area, such
as the Lions Club.

Allumettes Island mayor,
Brian Adam, was at the
inaugural meeting and is

Estate bequest

i

P -3 §

...

pleased at the community
centre initiative.

“Anything that can
improve services in our area
is of interest to me,” said
Adam.

“We're an underserviced
part of the region, we're an
underserviced part of the
world.”

Lafond said there appears
to be a cautious optimism
throughout the community.

“We have to prove our-
selves before people are
going to be willing to envelop
themselves in our project,
but we're confident we can
do it."” said Lafond.

Wilbur MclLean, THE EQUITY

The family of Harry Armstrong pose for a photo with the surgical table and operating room lights

he bequeathed to the Pontlac Community Hospital. The value of his bequest was $68,937.98.
Armstrong, a Shawville native who died in 2003, also donated $9,500 to the CAT Scan project Iin
2000. From the left: Brenda Kiuke, operating room co-ordinator; Erin Armstrong of the PCH
Foundation; Doreen Armstrong, executor; John Musgrove, PCH Foundation and Joyce Hodgins,

PCH Foundation President.
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« regular season atop league

WILBUR MCLEAN

Equity Reporter

PONTIAC ¢« The Bantam ‘B
Shawville Pontiacs complet-
ed their regular season last
weekend with two more
resounding victories over the
Maniwaki Forestiers and
Gatineau Barons.

The two wins gave the
Pontiacs first place overall in
the East and West divisions
with a record of 18 wins and
two losses.

On Saturday, the team
thumped the Forestiers 9-0.

Jacob Bourgeau and Kris
Kelly each had two goals,
while Jeremy Campbell,
Logan Greer, Ryan Tracy,
Matthew Hickey and Ross
Coté all lit the lamp once

apiece.

Joey Derouin picked up
his third shutout of the sea-
son in the win.

Greer and Coté
picked up two assists.

Campbell, Kelly,
Bourgeau, Hickey had an
assist each.

On Sunday, the team fin-
ished the regular season
with a 5-3 win over the
Barons.

Jason Belsher's two goals
led the way, while Tracy,
Campbell and Greer had a
goal each to produce the
win.

Ryan Miller, Tracy and
Campbell all had a pair of
assists.

Adam Orr, Greer and

also
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