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Gatineau
mosquitoes

test positive
for West Nile

GATINEAU — For the first time
this year, a pool of mosquitoes in
Gatineau has tested positive for the
West Nile virus, Outaouais health
officials announced Friday, Aug.
22,

The Régie régionale de la santé et
des services sociaux de I'Outaouais
(RRSSSO) said that, in light of the
discovery of the virus in local mos-
quito populations, it was especially
important for people to take pre-
cautions against getting bitten.

In a press release, the RRSSSO
re-emphasized the use of insect
repellent, screens, and covering
clothing — such as long-sleeved
shurts, long pants. socks and shoes,
and hats — especially at sunrise
and sunset.

Dead birds now seven

Meanwhile, Outaouais health
officials raised the number of dead
birds that have tested positive for
the virus to seven — up from four
two weeks ago.

continued on page 2

Technicians
arrive, normal
services
resume

PONTIAC ~— The armrival of two
new respiratory technicians puts an
end to a staff shortage that had put
a strain on surgery and obstetrical
services in the Pontiac Health
Centre (PHC).

The technicians are recent gradu-
ates who recently underwent four
weeks of hands-on training in
Gatineau and Montreal to prepare
them for their hectic work sched-
ules. They will work out of the hos-
pital in Shawville.

Respiratory technicians, whose
work focuses on the amount of
oxygen a patient receives and man-
aging oxygen equipment, have
been assisting anaesthetists 1n
Pontiac operating rooms since
1992

Five full-time respiratory techni-
cians are normally employed by the
PHC, but that number had been
reduced to just one full-time posi-
tion, with others doing a few shifts
a week.

Some technicians had gone to
Hull and another went on maternity
leave, said Gail Ryan, the PHC's
interim executive director.

Shortages

As a result, because there
weren't enough technicians to have
one on call 24 hours a day, emer-
gency surgeries and obstetrics have
been disrupted for the last few
months.

Emergency surgeries were trans-
ferred to other hospitals if a techni-
cian wasn'’t available and the proce-
dure couldn’t wait until the remain-
ing therapist was back on duty.

Whereyer possible, obstetrics
were transferred to Pembroke or
Gatineau, though pregnancies that
arrived too late to be transferred
were kept and delivered.

Elective surgeries were less
affected, because the summer was
the slow season for such proce-
dures.

With the new amivals, the PHC
now has enough respiratory techni-
cians for 24-hour coverage, said
Ryan.

continued on page 2

By PAUL MCGEE
Equity Editor

PONTIAC — The proposed Fitzroy
Harbour boat bypass has met another
counter-current, this time from some
residents of Fitzroy Harbour.

The bypass, seen as a critical link
for the Temiskawa Waterway and the
urban centre of Ottawa-Gatineau, has
been held up in the past due to fund-
ing problems and the reluctance of
Ontario Power Generation to allow
boat haulers to cross its territory.

Now, about 300 residents of Fitzroy
Harbour have signed a petition object-
ing “to the proposal of the Ottawa
River Project to truck large power

yachts through the quiet residential
streets of Fitzroy Harbour.”

Also, residents claim that project
leader Gary Wiseman is ignoring
alternate bypass routes suggested to
him.

“That’s simply not true,”
said.

“It’s not that I have ignored them. |
passed them on to Ontario Parks and,
in the second instance, passed them
on to John Inch, of Robinson
Consultants, who have been engaged
to do the environmental assessment as

Wiseman

Environment’s ruling on the environ-
mental assessment.

“When you do an environmental
assessment, you have to follow the
law,” he said.

“We're required to look at all the
options, including the ones suggested
by the residents.”

Wiseman said that the “whole
process, quite frankly, is out of my
hands” and that some residents may
not like the Ministry of Environment’s
conclusions.

“For people to go out and make
statements (that he was ignoring

project 1s realized, there will be public
consultations during a period of 135
days.

Pontiac MRC Waterway Committee
chairman Donald Gagnon, mayor of
Chichester, said there has been some
“misinformation” about the project
being spread by e-mail.

“We're rallying the troops, even
Deep River and Amprior (which have

dropped out of paying their shares of
maintenance costs of

the annual

$7,000 each),” Gagnon said.

“Technically, they're not out of the
project.”

Fitzroy Harbour boat bypass hits more snags

informing him of the latest develop-
ments.

Gagnon told the council of mayors
at their monthly meeting Monday that
they have kept the boat lifts open
seven days per week by cutting staff.

“The only way was to cut staff, he
said.

“The partners got together and said
to take money from the marketing
fund to keep 1t going seven days a
week for the rest of the season.”

He told the mayors that the boat
traffic was up this year from last, par-
ticularly the long hauls from Aylmer

required by law.”
Wiseman said they will be bound by
the Ontario Ministry of

Terri Clark talks straight

Tells THE EQUITY she’s looking forward to Fair

By PAUL MCGEE
Equity Editor

NASHVILLE — Though she was raised
in Medicine Hat and now lives in Nashville,
country music star Terr1 Clark hasn’t for-

gotten her Québec roots.
“I was born in Québec
I'm looking forward to getting back,”

Clark by phone from her Nashville home

last week.

“I've only played in Québec once or

twice.”

(Montreal) and
said “I just really enjoy what | do,”

though the interviewer could hear through
the phone her dog Oscar barking in the
background: “Oh, I have some repair peo-
ple over and he’s kicking up a fuss.”
Though exposing aspects of her private
life to the public can be painful, Clark said

the expenience is worth it.
she said.

“Some songs ['ve written cause me to

burst into tears.”
However, she said getting letters from
people telling her how

Clark, who headlines
the 148th Shawville
Fair Sunday, Aug. 31,
said she looks forward
to playing the Fair, a
venue she has gotten
used to. Currently,
Clark 1s playing county
fairs 1in the U.S. and
Canada.

“They’re awesome,”
Clark said.

“That’s how [I've
made my living for the
past eight years.”

When told to expect
at least 20,000 fans for
her Sunday concert,
Clark, who 1s up for
five Canadian Country
Music Association
awards in September
this year, was almost taken aback.

“That’s awesome!” she said.
ing forward to that.”

The tall (5'117), straight-shootin’,

son-wearing Clark writes beyond the sappy
platitudes found in too many country songs,
a process she said exposes her soul and 1s

somewhat cathartic.

“Sometimes the music 1s the most reveal-

ing part of my soul,” she said.

“That’s who | am. | say what | mean.”

However, she said she is able to keep a
fence between her private and public lives.
she said,

“I do keep them separate,”
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Sunay headliner Terri Clark

“I'm look-

much the song means
to them along with
performing the from-
the-heart-and-soul
song 1s very reward-
Ing.

Clark said song-writ-
ing and performing
serve both her career
aspirations and the
need to express her-
self.

Clark has been quot-
ed as saying that
music and sex are “the
most powerful
things,” a statement
she confirmed during
the interview with
THE EQUITY.

“They’re both uni-
versal languages,” Clark

said.
“I mean, I don’t know anybody that does-
n’t enjoy music and (laughing) I don’t

stet-  know anybody that doesn’t enjoy sex.”

She said the on-stage feelings she has
when the show is going great reach the
heights of human expression similar to that
of love-making.

“The adrenaline rush, the feeling | have
when I'm in front of so many people and
the show is going good ... ,” she said.

But, what about when the show 1s not
going so well? “We won’t talk about those,”

she said laughing.

them) 1s absolute rubbish.”
As well, Wiseman said, before the

Paul McGee, THE EQUITY

Gordie Flannery throws a pitch outside to

men’s fastball final Sunday, won 7-6 by

Warden Michael McCrank sent a
letter to Ottawa Mayor Bob Chiarell;

and Quyon:
from out of the area.

“We have more traffic
" he said.
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attracts 100 entries

By PAUL MCGEE

Equiry Editor

WALTHAM — For only the second time in 14
years, a pair of anglers caught the big one at the
Waltham Volunteer Fire Department’s annual bass

fishing derby.

The “big one” doesn’t relate to the size of the fish,
but to the tag representing the grand prize of
$10,000 awarded to the fishermen lucky enough to
hook on to the tagged small-mouth bass released
upstream in the Ottawa River from the docks last

week.

“We've always won enough (at fishing derbies) to
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TWO BIG CATCHES: Renfrew anglers Doug
Lambert (left) and Barry Griese hooked the
big prize — $10,000 — at the 14th annual
Waltham Volunteer Fire Department fishing

derby Saturday. Volunteer Peter Gauthier

keep us interested,” says co-winner Barry Griese, of

Renfrew, who watched his buddy Doug Lambert
reel the winner 1n Saturday. “This year, we're real-

ly interested.”

At about 12:45 p.m., Lambert, who was using a

(boftom) holds a 5.73 Ibs. big-mouth bass.

spinner bait, reeled the one and a half pound bass
near the boat on the oft-times windy day, which

made the waters choppy.

continued on page 7

Fitzroy Harbour edges Shawville

7-6 to win men’s fastball tourney

Aylmer BBQ cooks Gung Ho’s 13-6 in mixed slow pitch final

By PAUL MCGEE
Equity Editor

SHAWVILLE — The local
team came so close, but a third
out strikeout in the bottom of the
seventh 1nning closed the
Shawville J.R.s fastball team’s
run for the win at the second
annual Shawville Men’s Fastball
and Slow Pitch Tournament.

Fitzroy Harbour won the see-
saw game 7-6 to win the tourna-
ment Sunday.

With eight teams entered 1n the
men’s fastball and six in the
mixed slow pitch division, there
was plenty of ball at the
Shawville RA centre ballfield
from Friday evening to Sunday.

“It went fairly well, said co-

organizer Allen Kuehl, adding
attendance was “moderate,”
especially on the cool Saturday
evening.

“Our fan turnout wasn’t great,
but the weather may have been a
factor,” he said.

Organizers expect, and hope,
the tourmament will bring in
about $3,000 for the RA.

Kept it close

Kuehl said the J.R's team
opened some eyes during their
run for the top.

“This Shawville team has been
a surprise,” he sad.

After losing their first game 3-
| to Micksburg, the Shawville
team beat the Campbell's Bay
Royals 6-5 and Quyon 54 to

advance to the final.

After squandering a 3-1 lead
early in the final game, the
Shawville team rebounded, tying
it up before going ahead 6-5.

With the J.R.’s clinging to the
one-run lead in the top of the
seventh, Fitzroy's Barry Storey
hit a sharp single that scored two
runs, putting his team ahead 7-6.

In the bottom of the seventh,
the J.R.’s Darren Barr hit one to
left field, but it landed in the
fielder’s glove, just short of the
fence. Steve McCord struck out
for the final out of the close
game.

In the mixed slow pitch divi-
sion, Aylmer BBQ beat the local
Gung Ho's 13-6.
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Mary Baird, George MacLean remembered for contributions, accomplishments

By PAUL MCGEE

Equiry Editor
CAMPBELL'S BAY —
About 60 people turned out
at the Campbell’s Bay
Memonal Park Saturday to
pay tribute to two residents
who made significant contri-
butions to their community

during their lifetimes

George Maclean (1884-
1962) and Mary Baird
(1938-2001) were com-

memorated with plaques
outlining their accomplish.
menis

Mayor Cletus Ferrigan
opened the ceremony by
reminding the gathering that
the park was designed to
remember residents for thei
“personal accomplishments
and community involve
ment” and that more plaques
would be added in the years
(0O cOome

Retired
Lorraine Hearty read the
inscription  on  Baird's
plaque, which described the
popular and personal com-
munity volunteer as a “bub-
bly, upbeat, prominent,
God-fearing  personality
who was loved and respect-
ed for her warmth, generosi-

schoo! teacher

ty, thoughtfulness, integrity
and wholesomeness.”

Hearty continued reading:
“She touched many lives
with her good-spirited, posi-
tive attitude toward life and
was truly an inspiration to
young and old, in her joy
and gratitude for even the
simplest of blessings.”

Baird also was remem-
bered for “her belief that
love does not seek prestibe
and status but lives in lowly
acts of service freely given
to others starting with fami-
ly and extending to commu-
nity

lhose gathered knew
Baird as actively involved
with mmmunit)' events,

such as the Christmas lights
contest to which she greatly
contributed before her
untimely death November 1,
2001.
T'hey also remembered
Baird for her warm greeting
“Hello darlin’. How're
ya today?” — a simple
expression that captured the
spinit of the lively woman
who touched so many.
MacLean
Among his many accom-
plishments as a mechanic
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and fix-it-all,
whose shop was situated on
the site of the Memorial
Park and whose family
home was next door, is
remembered for driving the
first motorized vehicle
across North America in
1911.

A driver for Saurer Motor
Iruck (now Mack Truck) in
Toronto, Maclean was
commissioned by Saurer to
drive one of their trucks
from New York City to Los
Angeles, a 2,300-mile trip
that began in March and
ended 1n July.

Bert Kelly, who worked
for Maclean in  his
Campbell’s Bay garage
related fond memories of a
mentor and friend.

“What little I know today
| can thank George
MacLean for,” Kelly said.

Kelly recalled an early
expenience with MacLean.

“I got a tap on the shoul-
der from Mr. MacLean,”
Kelly recalled, “who was
standing behind me.

“He said, ‘You’re a young
fellow and if you don’t mind
['ll show you what to do.’
He was behind me all the

Paul McGee, THE EQUITY

BAIRD FAMILY: The family of the late Mary Baird (1938-2001) were at the
Memorial Park for the tribute to the popular community volunteer, who
always found time for others.

Paul McGee, THE FQUITY

ANCESTOR HONOURED: Relatives of the late George MaclLean gathered at
the Campbell’'s Bay Memorial Park Saturday. From the left: Rowena Stickler;
Roy Arnoft, Barbara Arnoft; Karen Maclean; Brain Maclean; Donelda

Maclean; and Reid Campbell.

FROM THE FRONT
First Gatineau

mosquitoes test

positive

for West Nile

continued from page |
In addition to the previ-
ously announced birds
two crows in La Péche, a
blue jay 1n Luskville and a
crow 1n Hull — dead birds
have been found with the
virus in Aylmer, Gatineau
and Buckingham.

Crows.

. —_————

ravens and blue
jays are not the only birds
that can carry the virus, but
since they are more likely to
die from 1t than other birds.
dead specimens are tested.

The RRSSSO asks the
pubhc 1O call
Communication-Québec at
1-800-363-1363 if any sick
or dead crows, ravens or
blue jays are found

Six birds have been found
with the virus in Renfrew
County, but no mosquito

pools thére have yet tested
positive. Larvicide pro-
grams are under way in sev-
eral areas of the county.
More cases nationwide

In related news, new con-
firmed and probable human
cases of West Nile have
cropped up across the coun-
try, mostly on the Prairies.

Alberta has a total of four
confirmed human cases of
West Nile, while
Saskatchewan has six con-
firmed cases and 22 proba-
ble cases of the virus.
Manitoba has announced
two probable cases.

Ontario and Nova Scotia
have each announced one
additional probable case.
Ontario already has two
confirmed cases of West
Nile

Technicians arrive,
normal health
Services resume

contfinued from page 2
Finding new respiratory
technicians can be difficult.
“They’'re hard to recruit
because the shortage is
everywhere,” said Ryan.
Approximately one-third
of all respiratory technicians
in Quebec work in the oper-
ating room, assisting the
anaesthetists during surgery,
according to the Ordre pro-
fessionnel des inhalothéra-
peutes du Québec (OPIQ).
Others work in therapeutic

or diagnostic roles.

Respiratory technicians
complete a three-year col-
lege degree program.
Chronic

Staff shortages persist in
other areas. Ryan describes
the staffing situation as
“fragile” everywhere, but
notes X-ray and lab services
and nursing as being partic-
ularly stressed.

“Staff are doing an excel-
lent job™ under the circum-
stances, said Ryan
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Maclean,

time.”

Kelly had high praise for
Maclean: “He was a genius
in my books.”

CHIP-FM radio deejay
Stan Callaghan, who wrote 2
tribute in pamphlet form for
MacLean, said it was an
honour to take part in the
tributes.

“George did a feat similar
to that of Champlain,”
Callaghan said.

“To take that truck across
North America, on roads not
like today, in snowstorms
and mud was quite a feat. He
had to be both the mechanic
and driver.”

MaclLean’s grandson,

Brian MacLean, of Wasaga
Beach, was on hand for the
tribute.

“It’s really nice to see the
community honour him for
driving across the States and
tor

he did in

what

September 6, 2003
Happy 85th
Birthday,
Mother.

L.ove and Best Wishes
Mervin and Darleen
Margaret and André

Happy 40th Anniversary
~Mom and Dad

Brian guy to be around and visit.
He could do anything.”

Campbell’s Bay,”
said.

“I remember as a kid com-
ing up here. He was a nice another aspect of his grand-

father,
mechanically inclined than

Brian also remembered financially oriented: “When
he died, there were still bills

(from the garage) that he
didn’t collect,” he said.

T'he park 1s at the corner of
[.eshe and John streets.

who was more
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2003 NEW PROGRAM
FLEX-POINTS

10-WEEKS beginning
Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2003

McDowell Elementary, Shawville

5:00 p.m. REGISTRATION
6:00 p.m. MEETING

Happy 65"

Birthday

August 31, 2003 |
Love and
Best Wishes
A Sylvia, Penny, lan,
Amanda, Brett,
Tim, Shane,
Justin and Morgan

Cost: $140 for 10-week session. Seniors & Students $120.

" Happy 50th
Birthday

\\6 i 200
August 29, 2003
Love Penny,
Robin, Steve,
Lindsay, Scottie
and family

Clearout Sale
50 - 60% oFF

LADIES' WEAR

. -

>

Audrey's

Village Boutique
613-623-4578

BRAESIDE, ONT

=

‘ d Martin, Alex,

August 31st

Love Paul,
Christopher,
Curtis, Pamela,

Lorna and Barry Derouin

Congratulations on your

Silver Anniversary
August 26, 1978 - August 26, 2003

With love from your children Meagan and Joey

SHAWVILLE CHRYSLER JEEP

DUE TO RECORD SALES

We have these Fantastic
Reconditioned Trade-Ins ... Ready to Sell!!!

All come with a 6 month power train warranty.
Bank financing available OAC

Patrick and
Roxanne,

Iyler, Kellie,

(o
.

~ power mirrors, cruise, tilt,

AM/FM cassette, 133,000 km.

Mark and Annie

GOSPEL SING

featuring

The Phillips Family

Wednesday, August 27th - 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome!

Bethel Pentecostal Tabernacle
Centre St., Shawville, QC 647-2555

- ———————

1999 DODGE CARAVAN
Cypress, V-6, auto, air, power windows - Jocks,

_BLOW OUT @ $8,950!

Green, V-6, auto, air,
cruise, tilt, 161,000 km,
AM/FM cassette,

BLOW OUT @

1997 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER . JlIES wf'""

..

- $5,500 1

H

"pmloch&uum, cruise,
ﬁlt,m,swkm,Captainchain.

_BLOWOUT @

1996 DODGE CARAVAN SE
Dark Iris, V-6, auto, air, power windows,

$5,995

—— e m——— s ——

Participating in an
Rlgonquin College

| Distance Education
course is all about
obtaining the
benefits, derived

| from an expanded
education, without
forfeiting your
FREEDOM.

e —— —— et .

IT’S ALL ABOUT FREEDOM!

FREEDOM is what Rigonquin College delivers:

* FREEDOM to set your own career direction
* FREEDOM to choose any of 450 courses or

40 Certificate and/or Diploma programs
* FREEDOM to learn whenever and wherever

you want

* FREEDOM to pursue your studies at your

own pace

* FREEDOM to continue earning while you

are learning

If you're ready to free your mind and fulfill your
DREAMS, an Rigonquin College Distance Education
course is the right move! Courses are available in
on-line and print-based formats.

CONTACT US AT
Rlgonquin College

0ff-Campus Learning
1385 Woodroffe Ave.
Ottowa, ON K26 1V8

(613) 727-4723, ext. 7098 or 1-888-684-4444
(Toll Free)t-mail: myfuture@algonquincoliege.com
Website: http://www.algonquinonline.com

'AIC,WM& tilt,cmbe,«ooo
AMIFMcmem |

- BLOWOUT @
41993 DODGB
.;’CARAVAN SE
148,000 km, A/C,
7 passenger, clean.

BLOW OUT @

CARAVAN SE
Full load, quad bucket seats,

-:BOM km, clean.

BLOW OUT @
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ENGINEERED TO BRE GREAT CANRs

(819) 647-2073

2000 .ODGE CARAVAN

M V-6, auto, air, power windows,

1998 DODGE CARAVAN

i D Ry D e ——

km,

57,995 |

1996 DODGE GRAND

g

Dodge ) Different.
Highway 148, Shawville, Quebec

Sales Hours: Mon. -

B el e

$5.995 | .

99%, 60 MONTHS, PLUS TAXES

CERTIFIED

Toll Free: 1-877-647-2073
Fri.:

9 - 6; Saturday: 9 - 3
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Joanne Dubeau releases first CD B T -

Popular singer/songwriter shows traditional, contemporary styles

By PAUL MCGEE
Equity Editor

SHAWVILLE — Though
she had worked on it for a
couple of years, had sang
each song countless times,
and knew what the package
would look like, there was
still a strong element of
anticipation coursing
through Joanne Dubeau’s
mind in the days leading up
to the release of her CD.

In fact, on the day the
seven boxes containing
1,000 of her self-named
CDs, Joanne Dubeau,
arrived, singer-songwriter
Joanne Dubeau could hardly
contain herself.

Working at Hursty's on
Main Street, Joanne was
constantly reminded that she
had a CD coming out soon.

“People were coming in
and asking, “Is your CD n
yet?” Joanne said.

It was July 11, and
Dubeau was expecting the
Purolator delivery to come
in the early afternoon. When
it didn’t, anticipation set 1n.

“I went home to see if they
were dropped off, but there
was nobody at home,” she
recalls.

“I came back into town
and found (the Purolator dni-
ver) on the street and | told

him that he could drop them
off at Hursty’s and he said,
“*No, Joanne, I'm taking
them to your house. There’s
seven boxes!”
Sitting 1n those
boxes were two years of stu-
dio work and a lifelong
dream of the country music
performer who  began

seven

The five-song CD features
a tune, Grandfather's Song,

that she co-wrote with her

mother, Phyllis, about 15
years ago.

“l just histened to mom's
stories about how she misses
him and what he taught her,”
Joanne said.

The other three were co-

“People expect me to be old
country and I do play older
tunes. But I try to sneak some
new country in.”

— Joanne Dubeau

singing and songwriting at a
young age. Music was no
stranger to her household,
though.

"My mother likes to write,
so I guess that’s where 1 got
that,” she said, adding that
her mother’s mother played
p1ano.

There is a heavy music
influence from her father
Gerald’s family, who was
the youngest boy in a family
of 20 children.

“All of my dad’s family
plays guitar,” she said. “The
guitar would make 1t all the
way around the table.”

written with fellow musi

cians. and one. Who's Your

Baby Now, was penned by
LLarry Mercey, of The
Mercey Brothers.

“I got Larry’'s phone num-
ber from a friend,” Joanne
said. “I phoned him and he
said, ‘Sure, I'll send you
some tunes.

Joanne said she
received a cassette with the
song on it, a song that also
marks a departure from her
playlist of Loretta Lynn-
inspired old country songs.

“People expect me to be
old country and I do play

SO0

jazzy swing of

older tunes,” she said. “But |
try to sneak some new coun-
ry in.

With the song list set,
Joanne began recording her
CD at René Corriveau’s stu-
dio on Calumet Island.
However, a working mother
of five children doesn’t have
a lot of extra time on her
hands, which helps account
for the two years in the stu-
dio.

“We'd get over to the stu-
dro when we could,” Joanne
said

As well, Corriveau jug-
gled his full-time job with
learning his new soundboard
and recording Joanne’s
SONES.

The songs reveal Joanne's
passion for music, ranging
from the country ballad
Grandfather’s Song to the
You're My
Baby ('l never sang a song
like this before™), a song
written by Ottawa’s Bob
Webb, who also played gui-
tar and helped co-write two
of the songs.

The second song, Set Him
Free, 1s a personal, radio-
friendly song inspired by the
inevitability of her children
growing up and moving out.

“l started working on the
guitar, but then I moved into

.
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Paul McGee, THE EQUITY
DAY JOB: Singer/song-
writer Joanne Dubeau
fills out a customer
order at Hursty’'s Bar
and Grill in Shawville.

the studio and started work-
Ing on 1t on piano,” she said.

The CD closes with
Hoedown, as the name sug-
gests, an up-tempo country
song sure to fill the dance
floor.

Joanne’s CD can be pur-
chased at Hursty's or at
many stores across the coun-
ly.
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The power to amaze yourself ™

Shawville

The world’s largest

women’s fitness & weight

loss franchise!

Guiness World Records 2(00):

LI-QUI-DA-TION

Windstar LX

Value
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For the ninth yéar running, the Windstar has been awarded

the highest safety rating for driver and front passenger in the

case of a head-on collision by the U.S. Government National

Highway Traffic Safety Admmistration (www.NHTSA.com)

Taurus LX
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Safety Admimstration (www.NHTSA.com)

A word that means “incredible deals”.

$19,990 oo purchase

Hurry in while stocks last.
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Built for life in Canada

©2003 Curves International |

Call: 819-647-2228

for more information!

Models shown are for illustration purposes onfy. * Freight (Windstar §1.025; Taurus: $990) and apphicable taxes extra. Cash purchase onty. The purchase price advertised includes a taxable rebate from the manutacturer of §1.000. Taxes are caiculated on the full purchase price before
the rebate is applied. Those offers apply to retail customers. Those offers cannot be combined with any other offer with the sxception of the Graduates Recognition Program to which some conditions apply Those offers apply only to avarlable 2003 vehicles in stock.
Those mited-time offers may be cancelled at any time without notice. Dealers may sell for less. See your Ford dealer for details.
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Not again

T'he beleaguered Fitzroy Harbour boat bypass
project has run into more opposition, this time in
the form of a petition signed by about 300 Fitzroy
Harbour residents who object to the bypass
because they fear “large power yachts” being
hauled through their “quiet” residential neigh-
bourhoods.

I'he choice of words in the petition suggests
envy on the part of the signees. “Large power
yachts?" 1s a bit of a stretch. The petition assumes
that the only boats to be lifted will be monster
crafts. Does this mean the objectors will accept
craft under, say, 30 feet?

One suspects that many of the signees have
been misled, misinformed by a few who conjure
up 1mages of loud, smoke-belching trucks haul-
Ing huge boats several times each day through
their neighbourhoods. A good bet is that the
trucks pulling the boats will be no more louder
than a school bus, and definitely not as loud as a
motorcycle. And how many boats a day do they
think will pass through each day?

Unfortunately, the naysayers are trying to throw
a monkey wrench into a project that has been in
the works for many years now. Opening up the
Ottawa River i1s a forward-looking vision shared
by many on both sides of the river. Proponents
can see the big picture, which is one of a steady
stream of tourists taking the almost 500-kilome-
tre journey to New Liskeard and back. Just as the
nver served as a lifeline before the railroad and
highways, it can now serve to boost the local
economies 1n dire need of cash infusions.

Not all of the signees are motivated by self
interest, but it’s apparent that they are being led
by a few residents who are. The latter should do
their homework and base their objections on fact
and refrain from spreading misinformation. The
community will be better served this way.

Welcome to the fair

Believe it or not, it’s Shawville Fair time again.
Another summer whizzed by (which means we
were busy, I guess) and the biggest party of the
year 1n Pontiac 1s set to go, thanks to the hard
work of the many volunteers.

The Fair 1s a chance to showcase both the hos-
pitality of its residents and the beautiful scenery
of Pontiac, thereby guaranteeing a return by
many of the fair-goers (55,000 last year). Just as
the Fair itself gives a tremendous boost to the
local economy, even a return of 25 per cent of the
fair-goers represents a healthy addition to the
local tourism industry.

Weather permitting, it’s expected that this
year's Fair will top 60,000 visitors during its five-
day run. Our wish is that Shawville residents be
patient with this busiest of times and take into
account the positive things the Fair does for the
community. Like any event, the Fair will have
problems, but the benefits surely outweigh any
inconveniences residents may encounter.

See you at the Fair.
Paul McGee

Letters to the Editor

THE EQuiTY welcomes letters to the editor from our read-
ers. The editor reserves the right to edit letters for clarity, or
to avoid obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy.

T ————

YOUR OPINION

Help needed, now

Dear Editor,

Dear Honourable M. Jean Chrétien,

Re: The economic effects of the “Mad
Cow Disease on the business sector in
rural communities

As 1s the case with the majority of
“small town" rural communities, the busi-
ness sector in the Pontiac 1s gravely con-
cerned about the situation that the live-
stock industry 1s presently faced with. It
has been almost three months since the
Canadian beef industry was inflicted with
a lone case of Mad Cow disease iIn
Alberta. To date, we are not aware of any
other prevailing cases; but yet, the live-
stock community is rapidly being forced
into an economic decline which will
undoubtedly have a chain reaction on the
business sector. Unfortunately, this situa-
tion extends far beyond the farming com-
munity.

TI'he Pontiac 1s a rural agricultural area
situated 1in Western Quebec which houses
a population of about 15,000. The liveli-
hood of hundreds of businesses through
the 18 municipalities is due to the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars funnelled
through the region by the farming com-
munity. A few examples of the monies
injected into the business core are as fol-
lows: employment, thousands of litres of
gas, feed/seed, repairs and parts, alimen-
tation (restaurants, bars, entertainment),
car dealerships, equipment rentals,
machinery, insurance, book-keeping
offices and other agri-business.

A large portion of community monies

spent represent tax dollars paid to the
government by the business sector, and
without those tax dollars the government
also faces financial deprivation. An
extremely important point that must be
addressed is the fact that in order for the
livestock industry to remain viable, they
must have a thriving business sector with-
in their community ... a business sector
that 1s 1n a position to accommodate the
needs of the livestock community. As in
most rural areas, the commercial sector
depends greatly on the farming industry,
and we, as deeply concerned business
owners, along with valued employees
who depend on their jobs, acknowledge
the seriousness of this situation, As well
as the farmers, the business community is
appealing to the government to recognize
the urgency of aiding the livestock indus-
try, otherwise, communities such as ours
will be devastated by depletion of cash
flow, migration, as well as many other
economic issues that will have a negative
impact!

In closing, an equilibrium must be
formed as soon as possible! We strongly
impose that the government react imme-
diately! Enclosed is a petition of support
signed by hundreds of concerned busi-
nesses and valued employees, who will
indeed be impacted in a negative financial
sense 1f this situation is not dealt with on
a much larger scale than it is presently
being treated. The future development of
our business community depends on the
outcome of this grave situation. We
demand the government to work in part-
nership with the livestock industry in
order to implement economic strategies

ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM
Seasonal signs: first frost heralds autumn

By KATHARINE FLETCHER

With twilight approaching at 8 p.m. -
not to mention this weekend’s Shawville
Fair we hardly require any other
reminders that autumn is upon us.

But last Sunday night, temperatures
plunged. Our thermometer recorded a
temperature of 7°C here on the Steele
LLine, while a friend at Rutledge said the
temperature at his home was 2.5°C.
However, at Thorne another friend had
frost: the tips of cucumbers were touched
by frost.

The first frost always seems far too
early, don’t you think? More than any-
thing else -~ even student’s return to
school — the frost and dwindling daylight
hours herald the onset of autumn and,
dare I mention it, that "w" word
Winter.

Other signs of the season are there for
us all to see. Whether domestic or wild,
apples are ripening on the trees: scarlet
and crimson flare on the formerly green
fruit. Black-eyed Susan wildflowers are
on the wane, overtaken by ostrich-like
plumes of tall goldenrod. Here it is con-
sidered a weed, but it’s a favoured plant in
many an ornamental garden in Britain and
probably other parts of the world, also.
Choke, pin and black cherries have
rpened already and many of you have
probably been out picking them, creating
delectable treats such as jam, jelly or even
wine from the plump berries. Although
wild raspberries were abundant this year,
the blackberries took a back seat: ours at
least were small and wizened this year, so
we left ours for the wildlife to eat.

Swallows are perched along the over-
head wires, teaching their youngsters
advanced flight techmques. Try watching

them: you might well think you can
"hear” the parents coaching the young-
sters on the finer points of dipping, tilting
and turning they’ll need on their long
migration south.

Hummingbirds dart among the garden
flowers of the season: phlox, hydrangea,
globe thistle, nasturtiums, roses — so
many glorious blossoms from which they
can draw nectar. Phoebes perch, no longer
announcing their presence with their
incessant  spring call of "Phoebe!
Phoebe!" But the Jays have come back
from their summertime haunts in the
woods. At least at my farm, at this time of
the year they are flitting among the trees
around my house, voicing their "squeaky
front porch door” call as they pick cater-
pillars off the tree trunks.

In the poplars, orioles are also dining on
caterpillars. After spying a strange-look-
ing oriole last weekend, I turned to the
National Audubon Society's The Sibley
Guide To Birds, written and illustrated by
David Allen Sibley. On page 519 | found
my answer: the bird was a young male in
his first fall plumage. Instead of display-
ing the usual black head, throat and back,
and vivid orange breast, this bird had an
apricot breast, and yellow-beige back,
dark grey wings with white bars. It was
my first such sighting of a young male:
definitely another sign of autumn’s
approach. This bird will migrate to the
southern USA, as far south as Florida -
rather like some of you I suppose!

Speaking of migration, all too soon the
birds I've mentioned will have left us. and
the meadows, woodlands, lakes and
streams will fall silent. The stillness won't
be complete though: yes, we'll miss the

Don’t turn on the wipers!

that will be financially sound and benefi-
cial to all sectors of rural communities.

Rhonda Meisner

President

Shawville and District Chamber of

Commerce

Thank you Kitchener

Dear Editor,

T'here are people in Kitchener how care
about the Pontiac. A youth leader and his
wife, Brent and Joy Moorehouse proved it
by bringing 13 young people and two
adults to Shawville. At their own expense
they stayed at the Village Inn four nights.
Most of their time and money was spent
giving Bristol Ridge Pentecostal Church
and parsonage some TLC (tender loving
care). A roof was repaired, a porch and
fence were built, and the church foyer
was tiled and painted. Then they bought
flowers, and cleared and replanted flower
beds. They even washed windows and
replaced screens.
~In appreciation, Pastor Jim Wall and
some of the church folk provided a barbe-
cue — some of the group refused to come
off the roof until the work was completed!

These young people also brought gui-
tars and drums and participated in the
County Camp Meeting along with the
Frizells, Blue Grass musicians from
Roblin, ON.

Sunday morning the youth contributed
to the service at Bethel in Shawville.

Apart from doing all this, many were
made aware that youth are capable of
doing “random acts of kindness: and

herons, wood ducks and songbirds, only
to welcome them back next spring.

In preparation for migration, many of
the birds are starting to flock. Starlings
chatter almost incessantly, lining the over-
head wires and then swooping off all at
once, practicing their aerial displays. Off
they go, twisting this way and that before
descending upon the cornfields.

And speaking of corn, here along the
Steele Line some corn seems literally "as
high as an elephant’s eye," being tall and
graceful looking, with plump ears ripen-
ing. The sweet early corn at Drapers has
been predictably delicious, as has other
varieties offered to us at friends and
neighbours’ tables.

Predictably, vegetable gardens are over-
flowing with produce. Tomatoes offer a
good yield, whether Roma or Beefsteak,
they are ripening nicely on the vine after
all the early rain and subsequent heat. If
you can keep your free-range chickens
away from the ripening fruit, you'll gath-
er a good harvest this year.

Then there’ll be the usual radio shows
dedicated to the abundance of tomatoes.
Remember the late Peter Gzowski’s show,
Morningside? 1 recall listening to him
many times around this time of the year
chatting to cookbook authors about what
to do with these luscious fruit. Always,
someone notes that nothing beats picking
them warm from the vine, slicing them,
sprinkling them with salt and pepper, and
simply eating them in sandwiches.
Whatever your favourite recipe is, now is
the time to indulge! If you don’t have a
garden, no matter. Go to the Shawville
Farmer’s market and pick up a bushel or
basket and away you go: you're all set to

Dave Moore, THE EQUITY

using their time and money, bridged a

generation gap and expressed their faith

in God 1n a tangible way. From Pontiac to
Kitchener, “thank you.”

Mrs. Pauline Grant

Shawville

Support the auction

Dear Editor
County,

As the director in charge of the Charity
Auction at this year’s Shawville Fair |
would like to announce that the proceeds
will be given to the new day bus for
Pontiac Reception Center.

Since so many of our local citizens use
and depend on this service it is imperative
that we assist in the realization of this pro-
ject. I am therefore asking for your help
either in the form of a donation of a hand-
crafted article to be sold at the auction or
by purchasing one of these articles at the
auction.

Articles will range in value from small
to large, therefore not all donations or
purchases need be expensive. With so
many talented and generous folks in our
county I am sure we can look forward to
another very successful auction that will
help a very worthy cause'

If you would like to donate an article or
help in any way please contact me at 647-
3317 or the fairboard office (Heather) at
647-3213.

Thank you all in advance for your help
and support of this community event.

Cindy Smiley
Shawville

and Citizens of Pontiac

pickle, cook or eat them raw.

Here in the Pontiac there are many ways
to celebrate the approaching end of sum-
mer and beginning of autumn. There is
relief this week, from the oppressive heat
and humidity of the last few weeks' tem-
peratures. Now is a good time to get out
and take that bicycle ride you've post-
poned due to humidity, take that walk,
horseback ride or hike.

Yes, autumn is around the corner, but its
cool nights and pleasant days offer us
what are possibly the year’s very best
opportunities to appreciate our Pontiac’s
spectacular scenery, trails and waterways.

Mars: Don’t forget to look up.to the
night sky to view Mars. Today, Aug. 27, is
the closest this planet has been to Earth in
60,000 years! On Monday night, Aug. 25,
CTV National News showed pictures of
Mars through a telescope and viewers
could see the polar ice cap. Unless you
have a high-magnification scope, you
won't see that feature, but do have a look
at the southeast night sky. About 45°
above the horizon you’'ll spy a red orb:
this 1s Mars.

And do watch out for Aurora Borealis.
The shimmering drapery of the Northern
Lights is best seen when there is no or lit-
tle ambient light. Here along the Steele
Line is a good spot to view it, because
there are no lights over Gatineau Park. But
there are many such glorious spots here in
Pontiac to enjoy gazing at the heavens.

Katharine Fletcher is a freelance writer
who telecommutes from her home north of
Quyon. Contact her at chesley@all-
stream.net
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Quebec Construction Safety Course
September 6 & 7, 2003

This is a requirement to obtain a

25 Years Ago

August 23, 1978
Thirty young farmers
arrive from Wales:
Twenty-four Young Farmers
from Wales and their six

[Ladysmith Molson’s
Sportsmen were Larry Hitz,
Lloyd Kluke, John
Atkinson, Bob Thomas, Bill
Teltord and Doug Schwartz.
T'hey won the Tug-of-war at
the Orange Day
Celebrations 1in Ladysmith

group leaders arrived at

Mirabel Airport Sunday and on July 15

were greeted by then * o o
Canadian hosts, the

Shawville 4-H Club. The  3() Years Ago

group spent the evening at
Macdonald College in
Montreal and toured the
campus the following day
before driving to Shawville

Driving fatality: Driving

August 27, 1953
Missing from our files

/35 Years Ago

wes .‘1ln.ng Front Street, Auoust 16. 1928
Campbell’s Bay 1n 1s Dodge l | I: ‘ ’ Ti
, . 4 e A ‘: »
was Chris Ladurantaye of 0 e we "
Automobile Show at the

Ottawa, accompanied by
one passenger, Monique
Serre of Calumet Island
Driving east along Hwy 148
In a Ford pick-up truck was
Germain Cousineau of Blue
Sea Lake, with his passen-
ger Francois Fortin, also of
Blue Sea Lake. The fatal
collision occurred at the
point where Front St meets
Hwy 148. The front end of
the Dodge collided with the
passenger side of the truck.
Killing 26 year-old Fortin
instantly.

Tug-of-war champs: The

Ottawa Exhibition promises
0 be a great centre of attrac-
tion with all the space
already filled. It will be
staged 1n the central space in
the old Pure Food Building,
known now as the General
Purposes Building, and
there will be at the very least
125 of the latest motor car
designs on exhibition,
including the much talked of
McLaughlin-Buick model,
the Nash, the Plymouth, and
the De Sote, all fall models
this year.

Drowning: About noon of

Wednesday last, a young
man of the name of Blair,
was drowned at Portage du
Fort, near the bridge which
connects the village with the
1sland. A number of the vil-
lagers at once engaged in an
effort to recover the victim’s
body, but up to Sunday the
search proved unsuccessful.

Gerald Blair, the victim of

the accident, was a son of
Mr and Mrs Alex Blair. It
seems he and brother
William were engaged 1n
catching dnift wood in the
river above the bridge, when
their boat overturned. The
current 1s very swift at this
point, and the
rapidly swept down stream
out of his brother’s reach,
and sank to his death.

hn) was

Searching parties were
quickly at work in efforts to
locate the body, and
although the search was
continued from day to day,
with the aid of grappling
irons and dynamite the body

was not recovered till
Sunday morning.
Body identified: The

body of a man found in the
Ottawa river near Pembroke
dock on Saturday morning,
identified that
Zeph Young, of Chapeau
village, who has been miss-
ing since luesday. The body
was so badly decomposed
that recognition was diffi-
cult.

wds dd

100 Years Ago

TUPPERWARE

“Come and see us at the Fair”

NO TAX
NO SHIPPING

on Regular Catalog items

————

~Man

any Specials
and Clearance

items available
—

of

August 20, 1903

Local news: The broken
weather we have been expe-
riencing has hampered the
farmers very much in saving
their hay crops which is
turning out a great deal bet-
ter than was expected. The
usual interval between hay
Ing and harvest cannot be
reckoned in the farmer’s cal
culations this year, as a large
percentage of grain 1S now
ready for the binder, and
considerable 1s already cut
A few weeks good weather

1S the one thing needful now
(0 make the year’s opera
tions successful

Word was received by M
Robert Hobbs on Monday

evening that his nephew
Harold Hobbs had taken
seriously 1ll at Wakefield
and that the young man'’s
end was believed to be
approaching. This intells
gence we are sure will be

learned with deep regret by
all who knew the young man
in this and with
whom he was a favorite

seclion

Murray’s Sporting Goods Ltd.

Complete Line of Sporting Goods - Automotive Supplies
118 Victoria Avenue, Shawville, Quebec

Telephone: 819-647-2550

Summer Clearance

Fax: 819-647-2237

All Summer Stock

FANTASTIC BUYS ON
ASSORTED MERCHANDISE

NEW FALL STOCK ARRIVING
FOR BACK TO SCHOOL

HOCKEY EQUIPMENT IN
STOCK FOR NEW SEASON

¢ |

CCQ card and/or a Job Protection

Card for Quebec residents working
in Ontario.

For more information and/or to register

Call 648-2006

| CLARENDON POINT
! WATERFRONT

Six miles west of Shawville |
l on the Ottawa River |
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' Dr. Roly Armitage surveys the first of 45
l hydro poles being installed at Clarendon
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Point. Only 12 lots remain which are 2.5
acres each, with a minimum of 150’ on the
river with western exposure. Full mature
trees with excellent rock frontage. Lots are
situated 1 mile east of Portage du Fort on
Hwy. 303 in Clarendon Township. Financing
and terms are available. Certain building
restrictions apply. For tours, info, brochures
and site maps, call NOW!!! God only made
$0 much waterfront!!

i

| MICK ARMITAGE c/o CLARENDON POINT
| 613-722-0558 H 613-859-7740 Cell
l E-mail: mickarmitage@sympatico.ca
.__www.clarendon oint.com
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STAYING ALIVE: Members of the Mulla Tribe await
their next immunity challenge at the Chapeau
Fair's “Survivor Allumettes Island.” Seventeen
kids, ages 13 to 17, participated in the fair-long
competition.

- —

Registration under way for

continuing ed programs

By JONATHAN CROWE
/"(/111/\ ’\’('/’«"'!c'l

program 1S flexible enough
(0 take new students in con

SHAWVILLE Adult tinuously
and continuing education | here are usually more XLT 4 4 4 d f “ l d d
‘ ' y me , 4x4, 4 door, tully loade
programs at the Pontiac than 100 students in the pro- -
Continuing  Education gram, with 30 or 80 taking with power seats, V6, auto.
Centre gel under way 1m courses at any one ume. 2 t h f
early September, and the Many of them have indi- O CNOOSE Trom
Centre s director expects a vidualized study plans
last-minute rush of apphica- based on their specific

Lons.

Registrations so far were
low 1n home care, average
in secretarial and account-
ing, and above average in
hlgh said Peter
Ruppell, principal of voca-
tional and adult
education services.

“Last year we were low 1n
home care at this point,” he
said, “but we had 17 people
in the end.”

Day classes in the
Centre's secretarial,
accounting and home care
programs are scheduled to
begin Sept. 3.

The Centre’s evening high
school classes begin Sept. 8.

The average class size is
usually about 15 in all pro-
grams.

Vocational programs

The Centre’'s vocational
programs are held during
the day on the Pontiac High
School campus, in an newly
renovated part of the build-
Ing.

Students will be wel-
comed back by repainted
rooms, new furniture, and
new compulers.

“We feel that we have a
very good facility here,”
said Ruppell.

Ruppell said that the
Centre had a good track
record in terms of of gradu-

school.

SCIVICCS

ates finding work, but many 10:30 p.m. e
of them had to leave the Nevertheless, Ruppell M M‘All ' F
said that there were students ls er 0’ a es

region in order to do so.
“Quite a few of them
work in Ontario,” he said.
While young people gen-
erally have no problems
finding work elsewh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>